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Let’s Go to 
Jerusalem 
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 ”Jerusalem” 

appears 669 in 

the Tanach, in 

Psalms, in 

Samuel and 

frequently in 

the Prophets… 
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Jerusalem in Psalms 

 Psalm 137 

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat, sat and wept, as we 

thought of Zion.  

 There on the poplars we hung up our lyres,  

 for our captors asked us there for songs, our tormentors, 

for amusement, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”  

 How can we sing a song of the LORD on alien soil?  

 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither;  

 let my tongue stick to my palate if I cease to think of you, if I 

do not keep Jerusalem in memory even at my happiest 

hour.  
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Jerusalem in 

the Siddur 
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Jerusalem in 

the Haggadah 
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Jerusalem is Navel 
of the World 

 In traditional Jewish sources, it is considered 

the place from which the creation of the world 

began.[1] The site was used by the Temple in 

Jerusalem; most classical Jewish sources 

agree it was the location of the Holy of 

Holies.[2][3] If it was the site of the Holy of 

Holies, that would make this the holiest site in 

Judaism.[4] Jewish tradition views the Holy of 

Holies as the spiritual junction of Heaven and 

Earth, the axis mundi, and is therefore the 

direction that Jews face when praying 

the Amidah. In modern academia, this is 

usually the consensus, however, overall there 

is no conclusive opinion on the matter. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foundation_Stone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_of_Holies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_of_Holies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foundation_Stone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foundation_Stone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foundation_Stone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heaven
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axis_mundi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amidah


z 

z 
Dome of the 
Rock 
completed 
around 
1000ce 
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Temple Mount Today 
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1967 
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Jerusalem of Gold 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2KcBLXdlNk
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How old is 
Jerusalem? 

https://www.tod.org.il/en/about
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Amarna letter EA 290, titled: "Three Against One,"[1] is one of the two 
shorter letters, of six, from Abdi-Heba the governing man of Jerusalem. 
In the Jerusalem letters, Jerusalem is "Uru-Salem", City-Peace. (As a 
large stable city, it had conflicts, but its size and wealth, probably kept 
the city more insulated and independent. It certainly was a commercial 
cog because of its need for daily resources.) 
Amarna letter EA 290, like Amarna letter EA 285 (The Soldier-Ruler of 
Jerusalem) are short "texts" compared to the long involved letters of EA 
286, EA 287, EA 288, & EA 289. 
The short letter of EA 290, summarizes the local discord of 
neighboring city-states and their rulers, and the problem with the 
warring Habiru ('Apiru). The letter is wider than it is tall, approximately 
6.1 cm tall x 7.3 cm wide. It has some damage (lacunae), but not 
enough to obscure the short letter's story/ 
The Amarna letters, about 300, numbered up to EA 382, are a mid 14th 
century BC, about 1350 BC and 20–25 years later, correspondence. The 
initial corpus of letters were found at Akhenaten's city Akhetaten, in the 
floor of the Bureau of Correspondence of Pharaoh; others were later 
found, adding to the body of letters. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amarna_letter_EA_290
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdi-Heba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdi-Heba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdi-Heba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Amarna_letter_EA_285&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amarna_letter_EA_286
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amarna_letter_EA_286
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amarna_letter_EA_287
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amarna_letter_EA_288
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amarna_letter_EA_289
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City-states
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City-states
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City-states
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Habiru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lacuna_(manuscripts)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amarna_letters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1350_BC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Text_corpus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akhenaten
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akhetaten
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bureau_of_Correspondence_of_Pharaoh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Text_corpus
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Who were the Hasmoneans? 
As part of the ancient world conquered by Alexander 
the Great of Greece (332 BCE), the Land remained 
a Jewish theocracy under Syrian-based Seleucid 
rulers. When the Jews were prohibited from 
practicing Judaism and their Temple was desecrated 
as part of an effort to impose Greek-oriented culture 
and customs on the entire population, the Jews rose 
in revolt (166 BCE). First led by Mattathias of the 
priestly Hasmonean family and then by his son 
Judah the Maccabee, the Jews subsequently 
entered Jerusalem and purified the Temple (164 
BCE), events commemorated each year by 
the festival of Hanukkah. 
Following further Hasmonean victories (147 BCE), 
the Seleucids restored autonomy to Judea, as 
the Land of Israel was now called, and, with the 
collapse of the Seleucid kingdom (129 BCE), Jewish 
independence was again achieved. Under the 
Hasmonean dynasty, which lasted about 80 years, 
the kingdom regained boundaries not far short of 
Solomon's realm, political consolidation under 
Jewish rule was attained and Jewish life flourished. 
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https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/alexander-the-great
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/alexander-the-great
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-ancient-greeks-and-the-jews-jewish-virtual-library
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/glossary
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/judaism
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-first-temple-solomon-s-temple
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-hasmonean-dynasty
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/history-and-overview-of-the-maccabees
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jerusalem
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/hannukah
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/hannukah
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/hannukah
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FIRST TEMPLE I 
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Burnt house 
quotes here… 
 



z 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RI3t80ZSg6M
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A Biblical 
Necessary 



z 

z 

 



z 

 



z 

Second Temple 
Reconstruction 
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Robinson’s Arch 

 Robinson's Arch is the name given to a monumental staircase carried by an 

unusually wide stone arch, which once stood at the southwestern corner of 

the Temple Mount. It was built as part of the expansion of the Second 

Temple initiated by Herod the Great at the end of the 1st century BCE. Recent 

findings suggest that it may not have been completed until at least 20 years 

after his death. The massive stone span was constructed along with the 

retaining walls of the Temple Mount. It carried traffic up from 

ancient Jerusalem's Lower Market area and over the Tyropoeon street to 

the Royal Stoa complex on the esplanade of the Mount. The overpass was 

destroyed during the First Jewish–Roman War, only a few decades after its 

completion. 

 The arch is named after Biblical scholar Edward Robinson who identified its 

remnants in 1838. Robinson published his findings in his landmark work Biblical 

Researches in Palestine, in which he drew the connection with a bridge 

described in Josephus's Antiquities of the Jews and The Jewish War, 

concluding that its existence proves the antiquity of the Walls of 

Jerusalem.[1] Excavations during the second half of the 20th century revealed 

both its purpose and the extent of its associated structures. Today the 

considerable surviving portions of the ancient overpass complex may be 

viewed by the public within the Jerusalem Archaeological Park. As it is adjacent 

to Jerusalem's Western Wall worship area, a portion is used by some groups as 

a place of prayer. 
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24 Things to 
Learn About the 
Western Wall 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOfUbpKChYg
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The Southern 
Steps 

 Through Jewish and 

Christian Eyes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jl4IhajWNc0
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The Victory Arch of Titus 70 

https://www.google.com/search?q=arch+of+titus+menorah&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS915US915&sxsrf=ALeKk03RC9Z8nMwbslFv210Qg7qK5j3sFQ:1617723186552&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=BmNGASqLd_EcGM%2Cw_vCi6f92-18YM%2C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kR-7FPHUKSM51tsciV60kILhjNM5g&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiG_4O_-OnvAhXDc98KHarACfsQ_h0wAXoECA0QBQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=arch+of+titus+menorah&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS915US915&sxsrf=ALeKk03RC9Z8nMwbslFv210Qg7qK5j3sFQ:1617723186552&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=BmNGASqLd_EcGM%2Cw_vCi6f92-18YM%2C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kR-7FPHUKSM51tsciV60kILhjNM5g&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiG_4O_-OnvAhXDc98KHarACfsQ_h0wAXoECA0QBQ
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Start at 3:26 

 Walking atop the Walls of 

Jerusalem 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7Z6Y5UCOeA
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Next Year in 
Jerusalem 


