
The Dead Sea Scrolls 

and what they teach us 



First, why are the Dead Sea Scrolls important? 



Some context… 

  



Septuagint around 250BCE 
Pentateuch into Greek 

 



Targum Onkelos  

2nd Century 
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Aleppo Codex, 10th Century 

 



The Dead Sea Scrolls 

bring us to the 

millenium 



Second, 
what’s 

written on 
the scrolls? 























Why are The Dead Sea 

Scrolls Important? 



First, we must assert  

that history and facts matter. 

  



Who was Julius Wellhausen? 

 • 1884-1918 

• German biblical scholar 

• Conceived Documentary 

Hypothesis 



Wellhausen Video Here 

 • Robert E. Wallace is an associate professor of  
biblical studies at Judson University in Elgin, 
Illinois. He moved to Judson in 2010 from Shorter 
College in Rome, Georgia where he taught for 5 
years and served as their Director of  International 
Programs. Dr. Wallace has a variety of  research 
interests. He has a deep love of  the psalms, and 
much of  his early research focused in that area. 
The focus of  his work has dealt with the 
implications of  reading the book of  Psalms as a 
story. More recently, Dr. Wallace has focused on 
using technology and active learning in the 
classroom to teach the Old Testament. 

documentary hypothesis video    ---    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Y6ZZ0Iaw

mg 
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What is Wissenschaft des Judentums? 

  



Jewish Encyclopedia 

 • www.jewishencyclopedia.com/ 

• Published 1901-06 

• 15,000 articles 

• Public domain 

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/


Before the Dead Sea Scrolls our oldest original and 

primary biblical texts were about 1000 years old.  The 

discovery doubled that time period, and validated a Jewish 

connection on many levels 
  



From         From Wissenschaft to Yadin… 

  



Father & Son: Eleazar Sukenik 

• In addition to his important excavations in Jerusalem 

(including the "Third Wall" and numerous ossuary 

tombs), he played a central role in the establishment 

of  the Department of  Archaeology of  the Hebrew 

University. He recognized the importance of  the 

Dead Sea Scrolls to the State of  Israel and worked for 

the government to buy them.[1] In 1948, he published 

an article tentatively linking the scrolls and their 

content to a community of  Essenes, which became 

the standard interpretation of  the origin of  the 

scrolls, a theory that is still probably the consensus 

among scholars, but has also been widely questioned. 

In 1950, he received the Solomon Bublick Award of  

the Hebrew University of  Jerusalem for this work. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleazar_Sukenik
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_Bublick_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_University_of_Jerusalem


What did they find? 
Whoever hid the scrolls from the Romans did a superb job. 
The texts at Qumran remained undiscovered for nearly two 
millennia. A few 19th-century European travelers examined 
what they assumed was an ancient fortress of no particular 
interest. Then, near it in 1947, a goat strayed into a cave, a 
Bedouin shepherd flung a stone into the dark cavern and the 
resulting clink against a pot prompted him to investigate. 
He emerged with the first of what would be about 15,000 
fragments of some 850 scrolls secreted in the many caves 
that pock the cliffs rising above the Dead Sea. 
Smithsonian Magazine January 2010 



Who found the Dead Sea 
Scrolls? 

•Bedouin shepherd Muhammed edh-Dhib 

•The initial discovery by Bedouin shepherd Muhammed edh-

Dhib, his cousin Jum'a Muhammed, and Khalil Musa, took place 

between November 1946 and February 1947. The shepherds 

discovered seven scrolls housed in jars in a cave near what is now 

known as the Qumran site. 

 



As part of the ancient world conquered by Alexander the 

Great of Greece (332 BCE), the Land remained a 

Jewish theocracy under Syrian-based Seleucid rulers. When 

the Jews were prohibited from practicing Judaism and 

their Temple was desecrated as part of an effort to impose 

Greek-oriented culture and customs on the entire population, 

the Jews rose in revolt (166 BCE). First led by Mattathias of 

the priestly Hasmonean family and then by his son Judah 

the Maccabee, the Jews subsequently entered Jerusalem and 

purified the Temple (164 BCE), events commemorated each 

year by the festival of Hanukkah. 

Following further Hasmonean victories (147 BCE), the 

Seleucids restored autonomy to Judea, as the Land of 

Israel was now called, and, with the collapse of the Seleucid 

kingdom (129 BCE), Jewish independence was again 

achieved. Under the Hasmonean dynasty, which lasted about 

80 years, the kingdom regained boundaries not far short of 

Solomon's realm, political consolidation under Jewish rule was 

attained and Jewish life flourished. 
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Was it the Sadducees?  Nope. 

The Sadducees were elitists who wanted to maintain the 

priestly caste, but they were also liberal in their willingness 

to incorporate Hellenism into their lives, something the 

Pharisees opposed. The Sadducees rejected the idea of 

the Oral Law and insisted on a literal interpretation of the 

Written Law; consequently, they did not believe in an 

afterlife, since it is not mentioned in the Torah. The focus 

of Sadducee life was rituals associated with the Temple. 

The Sadducees disappeared around 70 A.D., after the 

destruction of the Second Temple. None of the writings of 

the Sadducees has survived, so the little we know about 

them comes from their Pharisaic opponents. 

These two “parties” served in the Great Sanhedrin, a kind 

of Jewish Supreme Court made up of 71 members whose 

responsibility was to interpret civil and religious laws. 
 

 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/hellenism
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Was it the Pharisees?  Nope? 

The most important of the three were the Pharisees 

because they are the spiritual fathers of modern Judaism. 

Their main distinguishing characteristic was a belief in 

an Oral Law that God gave to Moses at Sinai along with 

the Torah. The Torah, or Written Law, was akin to the U.S. 

Constitution in the sense that it set down a series of laws 

that were open to interpretation. The Pharisees believed 

that God also gave Moses the knowledge of what these 

laws meant and how they should be applied. This oral 

tradition was codified and written down roughly three 

centuries later in what is known as the Talmud. 

The Pharisees also maintained that an after-life existed, 

and that God punished the wicked and rewarded the 

righteous in the world to come. They also believed in 

a messiah who would herald an era of world peace. 

Pharisees were in a sense blue-collar Jews who adhered 

to the tenets developed after the destruction of 

the Temple; that is, such things as individual prayer and 

assembly in synagogues. 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/judaism
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Was it the Essenes? 

A third faction, the Essenes, emerged out of disgust with 

the other two. This sect believed the others had corrupted 

the city and the Temple. They moved out 

of Jerusalem and lived a monastic life in the desert, 

adopting strict dietary laws and a commitment to celibacy. 

The Essenes are particularly interesting to scholars 

because they are believed to be an offshoot of the group 

that lived in Qumran, near the Dead Sea. In 1947, a 

Bedouin shepherd stumbled into a cave containing 

various ancient artifacts and jars 

containing manuscripts describing the beliefs of 

the sect and events of the time. 

The most important documents, often 

only parchment fragments that had to be meticulously 

restored, were the earliest known copies of the Old 

Testament. The similarity of the substance of the material 

found in the scrolls to that in the modern scriptures has 

confirmed the authenticity of the Bible used today. 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jerusalem
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/qumran
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-dead-sea-vie
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Hmmm? 



What if  I want to study the 

Dead Sea Scrolls further? 





http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/isaiah_video 

http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/isaiah_video
http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/isaiah_video
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http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/temple_video 



Who as Isaiah? The prophetic vision that affirmed principles of absolute justice and morality emerged in 

the Jerusalem of the First Temple period. This, together with the traditions related to the genesis of the 

three monotheistic faiths, transformed Jerusalem into a major city in the history of human civilization. 

The prophets emphasized the concept of historical linearity, which maintains that the flawed present, 

with its rampant suffering and injustice, will ultimately undergo a radical metamorphosis, and that finally 

absolute justice, peace, harmony, and spiritual awareness will prevail. It was in Jerusalem that people 

first lifted their eyes toward a more hopeful future. 

A paramount shaper of the prophetic vision was Isaiah, who was active over an extraordinarily lengthy 

period of time: "The prophecies of Isaiah son of Amoz, who prophesied concerning Judah and Jerusalem 

in the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah "(Isaiah 1:1). 

Isaiah was witness to one of the most turbulent periods in Jerusalem's history, from both the political and 

the religious standpoint. His status enabled him to take an active part in events, and in some cases to 

guide them. His relations with the senior m embers of the royal house, as described in the Bible, and the 

fact that he had free access to the palace, together with the complex linguistic style of his prophecies, 

suggest that he belonged to the Jerusalem aristocracy. This, though, did not prevent him from being an 

outspoken mouthpiece of the common people, who were being victimized by the rampant corruption of 

the ruling class: "What need have I of all your sacrifices? says the Lord... Put your evil doings away from 

my sight... Devote yourselves to justice;... Uphold the rights of the orphan; defend the cause of the 

widow"(1:11-17). 
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The story continues… 


















