
 
 

 

BAR/BAT MITZVAH TORAH SELECTION ASSIGNMENT 

 

 

You have been given a booklet with the entire Torah portion for the week of your Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah.  Please read the entire booklet first, then proceed as outlined below. Some of you have 

received two (shorter) booklets; in that case, please read each of them and use them to complete 

this assignment. 

 

The actual Torah portion consists of the pages of text which have Hebrew and English, side by 

side.  At the end of the booklet are the pages of the Haftarah, which are labeled; you will deal 

with this reading later in your preparation, and you do not need to summarize it now. 

 

Once you have read the entire booklet, write a brief paragraph about each chapter of the Torah 

portion. (New chapters begin with bold-face numbers, such as 20:1], and the verse numbers 

always go back to 1 at the beginning of each chapter.) Tell what each chapter is about. This is to 

help you understand the meaning of the portion, and to help you in choosing the part you wish to 

read for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 

 

When you are done with this, choose the specific verses of the Torah portion which you like the 

best; each selection should be 15-17 consecutive verses long, and you must give a first and a 

second choice. (Verses, which are usually about a sentence long, are indicated by a number at the 

beginning of each verse.)  Be sure you choose from the Torah, not the Haftarah.  Write a 

paragraph about why you like each of your selections, and why you would like to read it as your 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah portion.  At the top of the paragraph, indicate the chapter and verses you are 

discussing, and whether it is your first or second choice. (The chapter number is written at the 

top of each page in the Torah booklet.  For example, Leviticus 10; then add the numbers of the 

verses you have chosen.  The final result should be something like, Leviticus 10, verses 8-23.) 

 

Give your completed work to Rabbi Weber by November 16
th

, 2017. If your Bar/Bat Mitzvah is 

in April, I suggest you submit the summary even earlier, to allow your tutor to begin your 

lessons. And if your Bar/Bat Mitzvah is a long way off, please do it now anyway; otherwise the 

time will slip by and you will need to rush to complete it. Please keep a copy of your work, as 

we cannot assign your portion without it. 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to see or call Rabbi Weber, Cantor Alexander or David 

Gronlund-Jacob. 

 

Congratulations to you and your family, and we hope you enjoy this wonderful experience! 
 

 


