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Shenhav Ruttner, Lieutenant Commander (res.) IDF 

Lieutenant Commander Shenhav Ruttner is a current graduate 

student at the School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) 

at Columbia University in New York City. She is pursuing a 

master’s in International Affairs, concentrating in International 

Security Policy and International Conflict Resolution. She was 

born and raised in Israel, where she lived for 32 years, until 

the summer of 2018 when she moved to New York for school. 

 

In the past year, she served as the president of the SIPA 

Conflict Resolution Working Group and of the SIPA Israel 

group, while trying to encourage dialogue in school about 

international conflicts. She planned and led a delegation of 

100 international students to a 9 days’ journey in Israel, for a 

better understanding of the complex situation on the ground, 

and she is currently in the process of planning a second 

delegation, that will leave to Israel at the end of this month. 

 

Prior to attending SIPA, Lieutenant Commander (In Res.) 

Ruttner worked as an Israel Navy Operational Officer for 13 

years, leading hundreds of soldiers to missions while 

commanding multiple units and bases. From her start as a 

junior officer managing operational shifts, she progressed up 

the chain of command due to her exceptional leadership 

abilities to become the first gay female commander of an 

Israeli Naval base at the young age of 24, as well as a trainer 

and educator of young cadets en route to becoming Navy 

Officers. 

 

Throughout her career, Shenhav successfully led teams to 

action, creating lasting change and much-needed 

improvement in units under her command and in the Navy at 

large. Through her studies, she hopes to channel her passion 

and devotion to leading sustainable change in the public 

sphere. 


