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 August/September 2020                                  Av/Elul/Tishrei 5780

Special Events at TRT

   At this time, ALL services will be online only.

Fr iday night Shabbat services at 6:30 p.m. will be online at tr t.org/Fr iday

 Our Saturday morning minyan service at 10:00 a.m. will be held online at tr t.org/Saturday                                                                                                                                                                 
Please visit www.tr t.org for more details and how to access the sites

   

     

Services

A nd M ore ...

*For more info on these events, please see the flyers in the back of this newsletter

Sisterhood
Evening Book Discussion Group                                                          

August  13th and September 24th              
7:00 p.m.  - virtual                                      

Dayt ime Book Discussion Group                                                      
August  19th and September 30th            

12:00 p.m. - virtual

Bereavement Group                   
Al l  meet ings are on Wednesdays at  10:00 a.m.                                                     

August   5th and August  19th    September 2nd and September 16th                                                        
virtual  at  t rt .org/bereavement

Mondays, August 3rd, 10th and 24th, 11:00 a.m. - Yoga Shalom with Cantor L isa Levine *   

Be sure to order your fresh honey for the holidays from Sisterhood! *

TRT's Monthly 50/50 Raffle is back. Help suppor t programs and activities at TRT! *  

 *See the flyers in the back of this issue for more info and on-line links  

       This year, instead of receiving a High Holiday booklet, watch your mail in the 

coming weeks for a postcard with information on this year 's vir tual High Holiday 
services (Selichot, September 12, Rosh Hashanah, September 18-20 and Yom 

Kippur, September 27-28). Instructions and details for sign-up will be included.

Coming Soon!

Tot Shabbat 
with Cantor L isa Levine and Jen Herzog                                                                                                    

Saturday, September 12th, 9:00 a.m.
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TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH NEWS is published bi-monthly by                                                                                                             
Temple Rodeph Torah,                                                                                                                                                                                           

PO Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746                                                                                                                                                                           

It is provided without charge to member families and others upon request. 

Our Mission Statement: Temple Rodeph Torah seeks to build an act ive and engaged Jewish community, 
one person at  a t ime. We cherish our t ime-honored t radit ions to make them ever more relevant  and 
precious in our modern l ives. These t radit ions wil l  help to enrich and ensure a Jewish future through 

worship, spiri tual i ty, educat ion, celebrat ion and acts of  lovingkindness. 
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Dear Friends,

Here?s why you should join the off icial launch of the New Jersey Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism on 
Thursday, August 6th at 7:30 pm: https:/ /RAC.org/NJKickoff

Like the list of plagues we recite at the Passover Seder, (Blood, Frogs, Lice, Wild Beasts and the rest), the Summer of 
2020 reads a litt le l ike the Haggadah: Covid, Heatwave, Mold, Anxiety, and, of course, the Plague of Uncertainty.  We 
are living, it seems, in a Groundhog Day of ever-present stress, of minimizing our risk while trying to have a life, to 
making a living, to simply being in the world.

As evidenced in our national l ife, plagues do not bring out the best in people.  In 1349, based on the rumor that the 
Jews caused the Black Death by poisoning drinking water wells, 2,000 Jews were murdered in the well-organized 
Valentine's Day Massacre of Strasbourg, Germany.  There were similar kil l ing sprees in about 350 European towns 
and vil lages.  We are not strangers to scapegoating as a polit ical tactic to gain power or simply to distract.  Tragically, 
we Jews know the past too well; and when it comes to exploit ing fear in the name of gain we are history?s tragic 
savants.

There is a straight l ine from Europe?s catastrophic 14th century pogroms, from Jew-hatred mobilized to divert 
attention, to a Zoom call taking place on Thursday, August 6th at 7:30 pm.  In today?s America, in today?s New Jersey, 
it is both a religious and historical imperative for Jews to focus on voting rights, racial justice, our environment ... the 
list is so long.  Your 36-year partnership with Rabbi Don Weber built a TRT with social justice in your DNA.  Without 
exaggeration, TRT?s voice is mighty, and your deeds and words have long harmonized.

As you already know, being a good Reform Jew means attending to the vulnerable.  Along with Brion Feinberg, so 
many of you are bringing this core value to life with the founding of the New Jersey Religious Action Center of 
Reform Judaism.  From racial justice to the pandemic response to voting rights to our precious environment, this 
moment has a voice.  All that is sacred in our tradition and Elie Wiesel?s 11th Commandment, to - ?never be silent 
wherever human beings endure suffering and humiliation? - coalesce into action, into deeds, into showing up.

And on a dif ferent note ... as soon as we found out about a serious mold problem in our sanctuary, we immediately 
moved our two Torah scrolls into the homes of our congregants, Marc and Shelley Willner and Geri and Michael 
Kaplan.  Close inspection thankfully revealed healthy scrolls, sans mold!  Thank you to the Willners and the Kaplans 
for being our Shomrei Torah, our Guardians of the Torah!

Shalom,

Rabbi Marc L. Disick

A Message From Rabbi Disick
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Our Torahs escape the mold!  Rabbi Disick joins Marc and Shelley Willner (Shelley took the photo), 
and with Geri and Michael Kaplan to inspect our Torah scrolls.  

Thank you Kaplans and Willners for keeping our Torahs safe while we remediate.
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Dear Friends,

?When we sing, we pray twice.? That phrase is part of one of my favorite settings by composer Michael Hunter Ochs, 
and it is certainly true! 

This year is unique because we are singing via Zoom! Summer is passing swift ly as I work with the TRT Band and 
Choir to create some music videos which we will use over the High Holy Day season. It has been exciting and 
challenging to use technology to create community and bridge the divide we are all experiencing. At the same time I 
am inspired and comforted by the warmth I feel as relationships deepen and as I get to know the members of TRT 
better. I feel grateful to everyone who has worked so hard to bring these projects to fruit ion, working fervently 
behind the scenes to pull these virtual High Holy Days together. 

I?m honored to serve alongside Rabbi Marc Disick as we celebrate and consecrate the space we will create amishkan 
(sanctuary) which dwells in our hearts, in our homes and in our spirits! We may be distanced but we are ONE!

Wishing everyone healing, wholeness and health in the coming year.

Cantor Lisa Levine

A Message From Cantor Levine
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Making Lemonade from Lemons
My Dear TRT Family,

My summer plans had changed dramatically! I would bet yours did too.

When I f irst moved to the U.S. I became aware of the remarkable 
planning ahead which most Americans engage in for their upcoming 
vacations. I grew up in a culture where you thought more 
spontaneously about what to do and where to go in your free time. 
That is possibly why Sabra?s treat l ife with f luidity. With all the tzures? 
(struggles) we had in the 1970s in Israel, you had to think quick on 
your feet and adjust on a week?s notice.

So, when my husband, Eli, and I realized that because of the pandemic 
things could not be the same, we started to ask ourselves the 
following questions: What is profoundly important to us? How do we 
keep our family safe?

We cherish family time and we love our togetherness. Our daughter, 
who lives with us, will be a high school senior in September - a year 
away from a big change. Our son lives in California, and we only get to 
see him on Passover and during the High Holidays. Unfortunately 
2020 was becoming a year in which spending the holidays together 
would not happen, and due to the pandemic, a plane ride was not a safe option.

When you know that everything is changing, you examine your assumptions. In our case, we never took more than 
two weeks off ; we always wanted to get to our destination as fast as possible.

We started to think, to ponder, to dream. ?

On June 26, we got ourselves packed and went on a cross country journey. We needed to learn how to handle an RV, 
how to share tight space with our lovable teenager, and how to navigate roads safely with a 32-foot vehicle 
(dif ferent than our car). But most of all, we created an opportunity to see our beautiful country. From the Badlands, 
to Mount Rushmore, the Grand Tetons, the Redwoods, and Crater Lake, we crafted new memories as we enjoyed the 
outdoors through our safe RV bubble.

At t imes I even felt spiritual seeing God?s hands engulf ing us with beauty. The views of Crater Lake brought me to 
the pure and untouched land of Genesis. The Grand Tetons took my breath away.

Why do I share all this with you? This year has thrown at us many new conditions and situations. In one word: 
uncertainty. That?s what paints this year.

Let us think, ponder, and dream together, so we can make lemonade from the lemons we are being served in 2020.

Warmly,

Tmima Grinvald, Temple President

President's M essage

Crater Lake The Grand Tetons

Tmima, Zohar and Eli at Mount Rushmore

Zohar at the Grand Tetons
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   Schedule of Services
SERVICES CONTINUE THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER:

Every Friday evening at 6:30 p.m. ? TRT.org/Friday

Every Saturday morning at 10:00 a.m. ? TRT.org/Saturday

Tot Shabbat at 9:00 a.m. ? TRT.org/Tot

Services will be held online until it is safe to resume gathering together in person.

For help using online software, please contact the temple office.

Saturday, 8/1 Shabbat Morning Service ? 10:00 a.m.
Minyan Group Leaders: Susan and Bob Dollinger

Friday, 8/7 Shabbat Service ? 6:30 p.m.
Service leaders: Sharon Aptaker and Karen Goldstein
? Birthday Blessings; Candle Lighting 7:45 p.m.

Saturday, 8/8 Shabbat Morning Service ? 10:00 a.m.
Minyan Group Leaders: Karen Goldstein and Cantor Lisa Levine

Friday, 8/14 Shabbat Service ? 6:30 p.m.
Service leaders: Karen Goldstein and Cantor Lisa Levine
Candle Lighting 7:36 p.m.

Saturday, 8/15 Shabbat Morning Service ? 10:00 a.m.
Minyan Group Leaders: Rabbi Disick and Sharon Aptaker

Friday, 8/21 Shabbat Service ? 6:30 p.m.
Service leaders: Rabbi Disick, Sharon Aptaker, and Geri Kaplan
Candle Lighting 7:26 p.m.

Saturday, 8/22 Shabbat Morning Service ? 10:00 a.m.
Minyan Group Leader: Cantor Lisa Levine

Friday, 8/28 Shabbat Service ? 6:30 p.m.
Service Leaders: Rabbi Disick and Cantor Lisa Levine
? Anniversary Blessings; Candle Lighting 7:16 p.m.

Saturday, 8/29 Shabbat Morning Service ? 10:00 a.m.
Minyan Group Leaders: Neal Finkelstein and Sharon Aptaker

Friday, 9/4 Shabbat Service ? 6:30 p.m.
Service leaders: Rabbi Disick, Sharon Aptaker, and Suzanne Moore
? Birthday Blessings; Candle Lighting 7:05 p.m.

Saturday, 9/5 Shabbat Morning Service ? 10:00 a.m.
Minyan Group Leaders: Neal Finkelstein and Karen Goldstein

Friday, 9/11 Shabbat Service ? 6:30 p.m.
Service leaders: Rabbi Disick and Cantor Lisa Levine
Candle Lighting 6:53 p.m.

Saturday, 9/12 Shabbat Morning Services
 9:00am - TOT SHABBAT with Jen Herzog and Cantor Lisa Levine

    2nd Saturday of the month
10:00am - Minyan Group Leaders: Susan and Bob Dollinger

7:30 p.m. - Selichot Service                                                                                       
Join us for the f irst  service of  the High Hol idays 

Friday, 9/18 Erev Rosh Hashanah Service ? 7:30 p.m.
Candle Lighting 6:41 p.m.

Saturday, 9/19 Rosh Hashanah Day 1 Services                 
Consult  High Holiday postcard info for service schedule and times

 Temple Rodeph Torah is a 
member of the Union for 
Reform Judaism, and a 

Partner Congregation of                      
Mazon: A Jewish Response 

to Hunger  

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS!                       

THEIR ADS HELP TO DEFRAY 
SOME OF OUR COSTS IN 

PRODUCING THIS NEWSLETTER.  

IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE 
WHO WOULD BE INTERESTED IN 

ADVERTISING -  PLEASE 

CONTACT TRT AT 
732.308.0055.
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Sunday, 9/20 Rosh Hashanah Day 2 Service - 10:00 a.m.

Friday, 9/25 Shabbat Service ? 6:30 p.m.
Service leaders: Rabbi Disick and Sharon Aptaker
Candle Lighting 6:29 p.m.

Saturday, 9/26 Shabbat Morning Service ? 10:00 a.m.
Minyan Group Leaders: Rabbi Disick and Cantor Lisa Levine

Sunday, 9/27 Erev Yom Kippur - Kol Nidre service - 7:30 p.m.

Monday, 9/28 Yom Kippur service
Consult  High Holiday postcard info for service schedule and times

                                

Please call the temple office if you know of any temple member who is ill, or who has been 
admitted to the hospital. We want to visit and offer our help, but we cannot help unless we know about 

them!

Schedule of Services Continued:
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Late one Shabbat night in April, my husband Neal and I decided to watch a recording of the evening service from 
Central Synagogue in New York City. The sermon was given, via Zoom, by a rabbi in Paris, France. I remembered that 
TRT?s original Torah had been passed along to a congregation in Paris and I wondered if  this rabbi?s congregation 
was where our Torah had gone. I asked Rabbi Weber, who said no, it had gone to another congregation in Paris. And 
so began my search ?  where had our Torah gone and where was it now? With some detective work and help along 
the way, I set out to trace the Torah?s journey. Here is its story.

Temple Rodeph Torah began with a meeting of a group of families in October, 1979. The congregation was 
incorporated in early 1980. The Torah came to TRT with the help of Rabbi Daniel Freelander of the UAHC (now the 
Union for Reform Judaism). In 1980, Temple Beth Am in Middletown, NY, was closing and TRT became the recipient 
of its Torah, along with other assorted items ... prayer books, a kitchen sink, two 6 feet tall menorahs, two display 
cases and six dozen juice glasses. According to Rabbi Weber, we eventually got rid of the menorahs and display 
cases but his family used the juice glasses until the last one broke!

Temple members Rich Herzog, Irv Freilich, Jon Klein and Steve Silverman drove up to Middletown to pick up the 
Torah, Rich and Jon in a rented truck and Irv and Steve in Irv?s car. They recall that after the Torah and the other 
items were loaded into the truck, they headed back to New Jersey. They came to a barrier arm and somehow, Rich 
came too close to the barrier. He couldn?t reverse because Irv?s car was right behind the truck. He drove the truck 
forward but the barrier came down on the hood of Irv?s car, leaving a signif icant dent! But Rich, Jon, Irv and Steve got 
the Torah to its new home in New Jersey, where it was kept mostly at the home of Barbara and Jon Klein, then in 
Rabbi Weber?s home when he joined the congregation in 1984, f inally moving into our sanctuary in 1989.

Temple Rodeph Torah had possession of the Torah from its arrival in 1980 until 1994. By that t ime, congregants Phil 
and Zenia Miller had donated a Holocaust Torah to TRT and we also had a new Torah written for us by a Torah scribe. 
According to Rabbi Weber, ?when TRT started the process of writ ing our own Torah scroll, a group of people started 
talking about having three scrolls. I said that personally I didn?t love the idea of a scroll just sitt ing in the Ark for 
most of the year; that?s like having a teacher you love, but never study with. Then someone said, ?What if  we gave 
the original scroll to another new congregation?? Honestly, from that moment it seemed like an obvious answer to 
everyone there.? In that moment, Temple Rodeph Torah created the mission of this Torah ... it was to be passed on to 
startup congregations that had no Torah. Rabbi Weber shared that he believes this is a point of pride for TRT and 
completely in keeping with the character of our congregation. It was time to pay it forward ...

The next destination on the Torah?s journey was Paris, France. A small 
congregation called Kehilat Gesher, led by Rabbi Tom Cohen, was the recipient. It 
was brought from TRT to Paris by Rabbi Clif f  Kulwin, then the Director of the 
World Union for Progressive Judaism. Rabbi Kulwin, who attended the dedication 
ceremony for our new Torah in 1994, wrapped the traveling Torah in plastic bags 
and headed to the airport and on to Paris.

I reached out to Rabbi Cohen, who shared the next chapter of the Torah?s journey 
with me. In Rabbi Cohen?s own words, ?We basically had the Torah for around 
seven years - seven years of High Holy Days, seven cycles of the weekly Torah 
readings. We had dozens of young men and women become a Bar or Bat Mitzvah 
with that text. And because we did not yet have a physical home in those early 
years, that Torah helped establish a custom whereby each future Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah would take the Torah home for the week preceding their Shabbat. It 
became meaningful to everyone to have that ?special guest? in their home. Even 
when we started to rent our f irst ?home? and as we are building our new center, 

Paying It Forward ? the Journey of TRT?s First Torah Scroll
by Ellen Finkelstein
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we stil l maintain the custom of having every B?nai Mitzvah family receive a 
?special guest? in their home.? After seven years, it was time for Kehilat 
Gesher to acquire its own Torah. Rabbi Cohen reminded his congregation 
of the Torah?s mission: to pass it along. He recalls that at a meeting of the 
European Region for Progressive Judaism, a group of delegates from 
Denmark said, ?Some of you don?t have a place for your meetings. Others 
don?t have a rabbi or l iberal prayer books in the native language. We don?t 
even have a Sefer Torah?. At that moment, the delegates from Kehilat 
Gesher offered the Torah to the congregation in Copenhagen, Denmark. It 
was time to pay it forward ...

And so the journey continued. In 2002, Rabbi Cohen brought the Torah to a 
congregation called Shir Hatzafon in Copenhagen. Rabbi Cohen recalls that 
at the airport, the agent at the counter asked him what was in his bag. 
When Rabbi Cohen said it was a Torah and the agent didn?t know what that 
was, another agent said, ?It is the f ive books of Moses which the Jews use 
in their churches. He is carrying something holy. Place him in a seat without 
anyone on either side of him.? So the Torah f lew from Paris to Copenhagen 
in its own seat!

Enter Congregation Shir Hatzafon in Copenhagen, Denmark. I was able to connect with Rabbi Sandra Kviat and 
Arthur Buchman, who is the Chairman of Shir Hatzafon. Buchman recalls that Rabbi Cohen, who was carrying the 
Torah in a gym bag, made the Danish congregation aware of the obligation to pass the Torah on when they acquired 
a scroll of their own. Shir Hatzafon meets in the Unitarian House in Copenhagen, which they rent for once-a-month 
Shabbat services. They have two rabbis, Rabbi Kviat and Rabbi Tirzah Ben-David. The Torah could not be stored at 
the Unitarian House, so it was brought back and forth from services to members? homes ? stil l in a gym bag! In 
Buchman?s words, ?We are grateful to have had the use of this wonderful scroll for so many years.? A few years ago, 
Rabbi Allen Bennett was able to secure a permanent Torah scroll for Shir Hatzafon from his former congregation, 
Temple Israel in Alameda, Calif . And so, in 2015, it was time to pay it forward ...

The current guardian congregation of TRT?s original Torah scroll is Crouch 
End Chavurah, a liberal congregation in London that formed in 2008. The 
congregation is led by Rabbi Sandra Kviat, who is also one of the rabbis at 
Shir Hatzafon in Copenhagen. Rabbi Kviat shared a wonderful tradition that 
is observed at Crouch End Chavurah. The congregation has no ark so a cover 
was made to use when the scroll is resting on the table.The cover is 
decorated with a Tree of Life and a growing foliage of leaves. Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah students provide a piece of cloth that is meaningful to them. A 
member of the congregation forms the cloth into a leaf and sews it onto the 
Tree of Life. Rabbi Kviat asked Temple Rodeph Torah to send her a piece of 
cloth that is meaningful to our congregation and she will have it made into a 
leaf for the Crouch End Chavurah?s Tree of Life table cover. A Rock Shabbat 
T-shirt, from which a leaf will be designed, has been sent to London. We look 
forward to joining our congregation to theirs in this special way.

It was wonderful to learn not only that our Torah continues to be passed 
along according to its mission, but also that the clergy and congregants of 
Kehilat Gesher, Shir Hatzafon and Crouch End Chavurah have all cherished 
both its presence and its purpose.

    The Journey Continued:

9



10

The detective work I did to uncover the story of our Torah?s journey would not have been possible without the help 
and participation of many other people, both at TRT and elsewhere. Thanks go to the following people without 
whom this story would be incomplete:

TRT Rabbi Emeritus Don Weber worked as my partner in the many layers of detective work required to see this 
project to fruit ion.

TRT founding members Irv and Judy Freilich, Barbara Klein, and Rich, Maxine and Jen Herzog shared their 
historical knowledge and memories with me.

TRT members Shelley and Marc Willner helped me to connect with Rabbi Kviat and aided in the search for the 
name of the Middletown congregation.

TRT member Laurie Kaufman supplied (and washed!) the tee shirt that has been sent to London.

Temple Sinai in Middletown, NY, researched their local history to discover the name of Temple Beth Am.

Rabbi Tom Cohen (Kehilat Gesher in Paris), Rabbi Sandra Kviat (Shir Hatzafon in Copenhagen and Crouch End 
Chavurah in London) and Arthur Buchman (Shir Hatzafon in Copenhagen) shared their wonderful stories and 
their love for our shared Torah.

Rabbi Allen Bennett (Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Israel in Alameda, Calif , and former Advising Rabbi to Shir 
Hatzafon) connected me through Rabbi Weber to Shir Hatzafon.

We hope that Crouch End Chavurah continues its meaningful relationship with this very special Torah scroll until the 
time comes to pay it forward once again. We at Temple Rodeph Torah look forward to hearing about the next 
chapter of our shared Torah?s journey.

   

    The Journey Continued:
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Spotlight on our Congregants
and how they're living with COVID-19

11

Jo-El len Landesman

For Jo-Ellen Landesman, the COVID-19 pandemic coincided with her winter stay in Florida. Being so far apart from 
her adult children was very dif f icult. ?Wherever my kids are, my heart is,?? she said.

Jo-Ellen and her husband Mark stayed in a gated community in Boca Raton. It was like living in ?La-La Land,? she 
said. Even though Florida had fewer restrictions, she and her neighbors wore masks and shopped carefully for food.

?Though physically there, my worries were here,?? Jo-Ellen recalled. ?I went crazy watching news shows every day.??

She?s very happy to be back home in Marlboro. She plans to see her children by the end of June for the f irst t ime 
since January. Her daughter Nicole and her husband Ben, and her son Scott and his f iancée Heather are all New York 
residents. Heather is an occupational therapist at NYU. They had to postpone their wedding because of the 
pandemic.

Jo-Ellen is a regular at TRT?s Minyan service each Saturday. ?Zoom keeps me in contact with everything,?? she said.

When Jackie Baron started her spring break from the Ranney School in 
March, she didn?t know that she would never go back to the school in 
Tinton Falls that she attended since kindergarten. Such is l ife in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

?It was sad at f irst. Not seeing my friends,?? Jackie recalled. But on their 
scheduled Graduation Day in May, the school put together a video of 
dozens of its teachers singing songs and reading stories. ?It was like going 
back,?? Jackie said. She will get to see her friends again at the outdoor 
graduation for the 63 Ranney seniors in July.

Jackie will start her freshman year at Skidmore College in Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., in August, three weeks earlier than expected. Classes are 
scheduled on campus, with dorms carefully prepared so that students can 
safely reside there. Jackie plans to major in English and Creative Writing. 
She hopes to continue the Jewish music she brought to TRT as a song 
leader at Skidmore?s Hillel Foundation.

Jackie?s parents, Brooke and Elliot Baron, had their professional l ives halted in response to the coronavirus 
stay-at-home order. The off ices where Elliot works as an oral surgeon were closed until June. Now, they work at a 
slower pace and wear masks and face shields to keep everyone safe. Brooke, a dentist, reviews insurance claims at 
her Marlboro home. But for months, there were few claims to authorize.

Brooke sees a bright side to this response to the pandemic. ?It?s nice having everyone home,? she said. Their son, 
Zach, is home, too, having f inished his Ranney 10th grade classes online. She and Jackie now take walks they didn?t 
have time for in their busy lives. ?Quality t ime as a family is a blessing,?? Brooke said.

The Barons
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Honorable Menschen

12

Our 6th and 7th Graders

After hearing about six dif ferent organizations which work to improve the world, our students voted to 
support Action on Smoking and Health (ASH), and the St. Jude's Children's Hospital. Rabbi Weber made a 
$180 contribution to each of these organizations in our students' honor.

We also looked at the structure and governance of Temple Rodeph Torah, to see if  we follow the 
guidelines for charit ies set out on Charity Navigator ... We do!

To all our Religious School and Adult Students who donated Tzedakah last year.

Over thirteen hundred dollars was collected!  

And thanks to every one who voted, we were able to donate to the following charitable 
organizations, and help them continue their work:

- Association of Reform Zionists of America (ARZA)
- Fulf il l Monmouth & Ocean (Food Bank)
- Hebrew Immigration Aid Society (HIAS)
- Jewish Family Services of Middlesex County NJ
- Joan Dancy & PAL Foundation (ALS)
- Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger
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    Honorable Menschen Continued:
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Hello from Sisterhood! 

Happy New Year! L?Shanah Tovah! Sounds strange to say that during these times, but we are starting a new year, 
Sisterhood is stil l here and we?re hoping you will be here with us as well! Included in this newsletter is our membership 
form and honey f lyer. We are very excited to start off  the new year with our local kosher honey! Please see the f lyer for 
all the information. For those that have ordered before, you know how delicious it is. It has become a Rosh Hashana 
tradition! Please consider making it a tradition at your dinner table as well!

We?re stil l trying to plan events whether virtual or in person, including our annual membership drive. We need your 
support now more than ever. We would love your insights and ideas, so please feel free to contact us and get involved. 
We are stil l having meetings. Our monthly meetings as of now will be the second Tuesday of the month on Zoom and we 
would love for you to join us! Please email Brooke at Drbrookeb@gmail.com for more info.

Our book clubs have been continuing as well, also on zoom, open to everyone. You can f ind 
the link and more info in the TRT weekly email or email mmack59@aol.com. Right now, we 
have our afternoon book club scheduled for Wednesday, August 19th at 12:30 p.m., reading 
The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate. Our evening book club is scheduled for Thursday, 
August 13th at 7:00 p.m., with the book The Good Neighborhood by Therese Ann Fowler.

We?re hoping soon we can resume as we always have, but until then, we hope everyone is 
keeping safe and healthy. We will continue to be here for you, f inding new ways to socialize 
and have fun. Just remember, we?re only a zoom or an email away! Please keep in touch!

L?Shanah Tovah,

Jodi Weintraub and Bonnie Russo
TRT Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Sisterhood

The Education Committee is looking for new members, ideally parents with children in our 
Religious School.  Our dedicated committee meets once per month, normally the third 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., for approximately one hour.

Our youth are our future and our parents can help guide our students through their religious 
instruction.  We normally meet with our educator and rabbi to hear how things are going.  If  
there are concerns, we of the committee are there to listen and make recommendations.  We 
also help to plan and participate in specif ic activit ies and events for our students.

Please call the Religious School Off ice at 732 308-3836 to let us know of your interest in 
participating in this most important committee or you may call me personally.  My number is 
l isted below.  I promise you I will follow up with a phone call to answer any and all of your 

questions. You can even try out our committee.  We look forward to hearing from you and hopefully seeing you at an 
upcoming committee meeting.

Marge Stevens
Education Chair
       732-403-6486

Education
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Congratulations and Mazal Tov
to Marcia and Joel Borshof on the birth of their granddaughter, Sunny Michelle Shalev
 

Do you have a simcha in your family ?  a new child or grandchild, an engagement or a wedding, a promotion, new job or 
an academic award? Please call the temple office and tell us, so we can share the news with your temple family! 
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Upcoming Holidays
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Selichot ~ September 12,  2020
In the broadest def init ion, selichot are penitential prayers said before and during the High Holidays and other fast days 
throughout the year. In Hebrew, selichot translates to ?forgiveness,? and indeed there is an emphasis in these prayers on 
the merciful attributes with which God is said to govern the world.  

In many ways, the prayers which make up the Selichot service mirror what we f ind on the Day of Atonement which follows 
soon after. The language of these qualit ies should sound familiar to anyone who has recited the liturgy throughout Yom 
Kippur when we speak about God?s ability to forgive ?transgression, iniquity, and sin.? We begin and end the season of 
repentance with the same words, calling out to the compassionate God who we hope will accept our prayers.  

The holiday itself  occurs early in the month of Elul in Sephardic tradition, but on the Saturday evening just before Rosh 
HaShanah in Ashkenazi communities. Either way, prayers are read and meditations considered as individuals are 
encouraged to ref lect on the past year and the changes they wish to make in the upcoming one. The service, often 
conducted by candlelight, is a solemn and f itt ing preparation for the upcoming 10 days of ref lection. 

Reform congregations have developed beautiful and meaningful programs for the observance of Selichot on the Saturday 
evening prior to Rosh Hashanah. This often includes a study program about the themes of repentance and forgiveness. In 
addition to the Selichot service, a meaningful ritual of changing the Torah covers to those specif ically designed for the 
High Holidays often precedes the service. The special covers are usually white, representing purity and the wish that 
through repentance, our sins will be made white as snow (Isaiah 1:18)..

Rosh Hashanah ~ September 18-20,  2020
Rosh Hashanah (l iterally, ?Head of the Year?) is the Jewish 
New Year, a time of prayer, self-ref lection, and repentance. 
We review our actions during the past year, and we look for 
ways to improve ourselves, our communities, and our world in 
the year to come. The holiday marks the beginning of a 
10-day period, known as the Yamim Nora-im (?Days of Awe? 
or ?High Holidays?), ushered in by Rosh HaShanah and 
culminating with Yom Kippur (the ?Day of Atonement?). Rosh 
Hashanah is widely observed by Jews throughout the world, 
often with prayer and ref lection in a synagogue. There also 
are several holiday rituals observed at home.

Rosh Hashanah is celebrated on the f irst day of the Hebrew 
month of Tishrei, which ? because of dif ferences in the solar and lunar calendar? corresponds to September or October on 
the Gregorian or secular calendar. Customs associated with the holiday include sounding the shofar, eating a round 
challah, and tasting apples and honey to represent a sweet New Year.

The origins of Rosh Hashanah are found in the Bible. The Book of Leviticus (23:24-25) declares: ?In the seventh month, on 
the f irst day of the month, you shall observe a day of rest, a memorial proclaimed with the blowing of the shofar, a holy 
convocation.? Although this day eventually became Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, it was not originally known as 
such. 

The Babylonians, among whom the Jews lived, marked a ?Day of Judgment? each year.  They believed that, on that day, a 
convocation of their deities assembled in the temple of the god Marduk. These gods, they held, renewed the world and 
judged each human being, inscribing the fate of every individual on the tablet of destiny. The legend was a powerful one, 
and Jews most l ikely borrowed elements from it in shaping Rosh Hashanah. The meeting of many deities evolved into a 
belief that the one God judged every Jew on that day, immediately inscribing the completely righteous in the Book of Life 
and consigning the completely wicked to a sad fate. Those ?in between,? however, had ten days, concluding on Yom 
Kippur, in which to repent before the Book of Life was sealed for the New Year. 

On erev Rosh Hashanah (the night the holiday begins), we recite the festival candle blessing and Kiddush (blessing over 
wine). We also recite HaMotzi (the blessing over bread) as usual, but the challah ? the special twisted loaf Jews eat on 
Shabbat and other special occasions ? is round, rather than the oblong loaf we eat during the rest of the year. 
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      Upcoming Holidays Continued:
This custom has several explanations: One is that the round shape ref lects the ongoing cycle of years and seasons; 
another is that, as our thoughts turn to repentance and self-improvement, the round challah reminds us that the 
opportunity for t?shuvah, repentance/ return, is always available to us. A common interpretation is that the round challah 
resembles a crown, symbolizing the sovereignty of God ? a common theme throughout the High Holidays.   

The Shofar
Made from a ram?s horn, the shofar is one of the world?s 
oldest wind instruments and has long played an important 
role as a ritual object in Jewish history. Its curved, bent 
shape symbolizes our humility as we stand before God to 
assess and consider our actions and behaviors during the 
past year. 

The shofar is sounded throughout the Days of Awe, 
beginning during the month of Elul as a reminder of the 
upcoming High Holidays, and ending when its blast marks 
the conclusion of the f inal service on Yom Kippur. 

The most common explanation for blowing the shofar 
during the Rosh Hashanah service derives from the story 
of the Akeidah in Genesis 22, which we read on the same 
day. According to the biblical story, Abraham substituted a 
ram for the boy, averting Isaac?s death. Although the key 
message focuses on Abraham?s faith and against human 
sacrif ice, the story stands as one reason we blow a ram?s 
horn on Rosh Hashanah. 

You?ll hear four dif ferent shofar ?calls,? each with a 
unique name, during the High Holidays: t?kiah (one long 
blast), sh?varim (three short blasts), t?ruah (nine quick 
blasts) and t?kia g?dolah (one very long blast). These 
sounds suggest dif ferent approaches to the annual 
accounting of our activit ies during the past year (cheshbon 
hanefesh), which we review during this season. The shofar 
blasts echo dif ferent rhythms and patterns in our daily 
l ives.

Tashlich 
Tashlich (to cast away) is a ceremony generally conducted 
on the f irst day of Rosh Hashanah in which we 
symbolically cast our sins into a moving body of water, 
such as a river, stream, or ocean. When done together with 
a synagogue community, this ritual usually is performed in 
the afternoon, and includes the recitation of verses from 
Micah and Psalms. According to Micah 7:19, ?God will take 
us back in love; God will cover up our iniquities, You will 
hurl all our sins into the depths of the sea.?   

This physical act inspires us to remember our actions, 
right our wrongs, and refocus ourselves for the New Year. 
Doing Tashlich with children is a wonderful teaching 
opportunity and a chance to enjoy some time outside 
together on this holy day. Traditionally, bread has been 
used to represent our sins, but because it is not the most 
nutrit ional food for wildlife, it is preferable to cast stones, 
wood chips, or bird seed in place of bread. 

 

For great ideas on food, recipes and family activit ies for 
the holidays, visit reformjudaism.org 
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Y om K ippur - September 27-28,  2020
Yom Kippur means "Day of Atonement" and refers to the annual Jewish observance of fasting, prayer and repentance. Part 
of the High Holidays, Yom Kippur is considered the holiest day on the Jewish calendar.

Yom Kippur is the moment in Jewish time when we dedicate our mind, body, and soul to reconciliation with our fellow 
human beings, ourselves, and God. As the New Year begins, we commit to making changes in ourselves after this time of 
self-ref lection. We are commanded to turn to those whom we have wronged f irst, acknowledging our sins and the pain we 
might have caused.  At the same time, we must be will ing to forgive ? to let go of certain offenses and the feelings of 
resentment they provoked in us. On this journey, we are both seekers and givers of pardon. Only then can we turn to God 
and ask for forgiveness. As we read in the Yom Kippur l iturgy, ?And for all these, God of forgiveness, forgive us, pardon us, 
and grant us atonement.?

In three separate passages in the Torah, the Jewish people are told, "the tenth day of the seventh month is the Day of 
Atonement. It shall be a sacred occasion for you: You shall practice self-denial" (Leviticus 23:27). There are f ive categories 
of physical needs from which we customarily abstain on Yom Kippur, of which fasting (not eating or drinking) is the most 
familiar. This self-denial enables us to put aside our physical desires to concentrate on our spiritual needs through prayer, 
repentance, and self-improvement.

.

Reprinted f rom ReformJudaism.org. For more informat ion on the hol idays, along with ideas  for 
commemorat ing/celebrat ing these hol idays, please visit  their website.
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Contributions
Col lege Outreach Fund       
Wendye and Greg Goldstein, for the yahrzeit of          

Morris Bender            
Lynn Wasserman, for the yahrzeit of Rose Josephson

Rabbis Weber and Stern Educat ional  Fund            
Lynn and Jerry Sternberg, in memory of Steve Kaufman 
Larry and Lois Benjamin, for the yahrzeit of Ian Neil Komar 
Neal and Ellen Finkelstein, in honor of the Confirmation

of Zachary Baron
in honor of the graduation of Jackie Baron      

Randi Natofsky, in honor of Rabbi Shira Stern           
Louis Weiner and family, in honor of Don and Shira with

much gratitude

General  Fund              
Ron and Kathy Tornberg, in memory of Ingeburg Gaioni,

mother of Debbie Curtis              
The Swartz family, in memory of Ingeburg Gaioni           
The Kaufman family, in honor of Rabbi Weber and Rabbi

Stern for making Steve?s funeral so personal and
memorable            

Lucy Baum, for the yahrzeit of Lucy J. Raimonda            
Lynn and Steve Chodos        
Harvey Lieber, for the yahrzeit of Sheldon Rosenberg   
Gail, Matt, Shane and Alli Davis, for the yahrzeit of

Florence Davis         
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper, in honor of the Confirmation of

Zach Baron
in memory of Dana Misshula           

Tmima and Eli Grinvald, for the yahrzeit of Eliezer Ruttner
for the yahrzeit of Hinda Ruttner             

Neal and Ellen Finkelstein, in memory of Dana Misshula
for the yahrzeit of Charlotte Trencher         

Marge and Jeff  Stevens, in honor of Tracy Beck for being
named TRT?s Volunteer of the Year
for the yahrzeit of Edwin R. Stevens
for the yahrzeit of Irving Bizgia       

Andrew Reinhertz, in honor of Karen Goldstein and the
Shabbat "Minyaners"       

Francine Davis, for the yahrzeit of Esther Shimmerman 
Deborah Ross, for the yahrzeit of Sybil Handworker       
Phil Ross, for the yahrzeit of Sidney Ross             
Tina Hoffman and family, for the yahrzeit of Sylvia Popper 
Mina Paltin, for the yahrzeit of Abraham Rozin        
Margaret and Barry Yelenik            
Judy and Norm Ferber, for the yahrzeit of Jon Brodey    
Bob and Susan Dollinger, for the yahrzeit of                  

Jacob Dollinger                
Ira Sherman, for the yahrzeit of Ida Sherman           
Joann and Les Friedeman, in memory of Meredith Elfant 
Robert Goldschlag               
Jay and Luci Baum, for the yahrzeit of James A. Raimondi

for the yahrzeit of Irene Baum
for the yahrzeit of Rose E. Baum          

Susan Baron, for the yahrzeit of Michael Baron

Helena Project  Fund           
Susan Blecker, for the yahrzeit of Till ie Gelber               
The Heitt family, for the yahrzeit of Jerry Ritman

in honor of the birth of Talia Shapiro,
granddaughter of Randye and Sandy Derris       

Geri and Mike Kaplan and family, for the yahrzeit of 
Till ie Gelber

Herzog Music Fund           
Larry and Lois Benjamin, for the yahrzeit of Ian Neil Komar

Hirsch/Rosen Memorial  Youth Fund              
TRT Board of Directors, in honor of the 12th grade

graduation of Jackie Baron
in honor of the Confirmation of Zach Baron       

Burt and Phyllis Kraus, for the yahrzeit of David Goldberg                                                                           

Rabbi?s Discret ionary Fund            
Jerry Wiskin, in appreciation of Rabbi Weber and Rabbi

Stern for their participation in the inter- 
synagogue Shavuot project              

The Altenhaus and Mavis family, for the yahrzeit of 
Dr. Julius Altenhaus            

Judy and Norm Ferber, for the yahrzeit of Henry Ferber 
Eva Blankenstein, for the yahrzeit of                             

Werner Blankenstein            
Lynn and Jerry Sternberg, for the yahrzeit of                   

Charles Weber        
Helene and Ira Kaplan, for the yahrzeit of                

Benjamin Weinstein      
Helene, Ira, Brett and Chad Kaplan, for the yahrzeit of 

Jay Rothfeld
for the yahrzeit of Sidney Fleigel

Rock Shabbat  Fund           
Barry Yelenik, for the yahrzeit of Irving Yelenik

Sisterhood Tribute Fund        
Michael, Sandra and Emily Esquenazi, in honor of the birth

of Joel and Marcia Borshof?s three grandchildren,
Noam Sol, Nathaniel Isaac and Sunny Michelle

Social  Act ion Fund            
Craig and Phyllis Porter, for the yahrzeit of                           

Louis Silverberg       
Wendye, Greg, Rachel and Carly Goldstein, for the

yahrzeit of Barbara Lippman           
Susan and Bernie Aaron, for the yahrzeit of Ruth Kartman

Spiritual  Enhancement Fund         
Phyllis Solomon and family, for the yahrzeit of                  

Ceil Chancy
for the yahrzeit of Joan Chancy

Temple Improvement and Beaut if icat ion Fund           
Cindi and Richard Kaplin, for the yahrzeit of                  

Horty Kaplinsky

Wil lner/Weinstein Educat ional  Endowment Fund   
Shelley and Marc Willner, for the yahrzeit of 

Abraham Weinstein
in memory of the father of Joseph Girardi
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Cemetery Plots Available

A limited number of cemetery plots are stil l available in the Temple Rodeph Torah section at Beth Israel Cemetery 
in Woodbridge, NJ.

  The signif icantly discounted rates are available for pre-purchase or at t ime of need, but only through this offer. 
Contact the off ice today at (732) 308-0055 or email cemetery@trt.org for information.

to Kathy Shaw Fischer, on the loss of her sister, Linda Shaw Height
to Andrea and Joel Brandt, on the loss of Andrea?s mother, Gladys Brieff
to Sandy Goldstein, on the loss of his sister, Carol Russ

Our Condolences
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These names will be included in the list of  yahrzeits on the Shabbat indicated. In addition, at our Friday evening service and Shabbat 
morning minyan, we will invite all those who wish to rise and say the name of the one(s) for whom they are saying Kaddish.

Shabbat  Observance 8/1
8/1 Minna Fuchs grandmother of Glenn Fuchs
8/1 Victor Wasserman husband of Lynn Wasserman

father of Paula Alves
8/1 Betty Brown* mother of David Brown

Shabbat  Observance 8/7 - 8/8
8/2 Lucille Rosenstock* mother of Eric Rosenstock
8/2 Sylvia Kirschner Konner mother of Arlene Lieber
8/4 Brian Kramer* son of Judy Kramer
8/4 Miriam Cooper mother of Naomi Jacobson
8/4 Yetta Moskowitz grandmother of Bonnie Sugarman
8/4 Pearl Schoenholtz wife of Michael Schoenholtz

mother of Eric Schoenholtz
member of Temple Rodeph Torah

8/4 Ida Zweif ler* mother of Susan Baron
8/5 Harvey Chamoff* husband of Barbara Chamoff
8/5 Helen Wiskin mother of Jerry Wiskin

member of Temple Rodeph Torah
8/7 Irving Yoskowitz* father of Audrey Goldberg
8/8 Charles Weinstein father of Stephen Weinstein

Shabbat  Observance 8/14 - 8/15
8/9 Ruth Adler grandmother of Paula Alves
8/9 Harriet Berliner* mother of Sherri Hiller
8/9 Harry Brown* father of David Brown
8/10 Orin Rogers* father of Linda Cranin
8/10 Barnett Abrams grandfather of Andrea Kazin
8/11 Milton Richman father of Joel Richman
8/12 Michael Prager* father of Leonard Prager
8/12 Faith Brown mother of Helaine Fischer
8/14 Lill ian Gavenman* aunt of Myrna Kluger
8/14 Mary Brodey mother of Judith Ferber
8/14 Marion Mynch sister of Larry Goldstein
8/14 Morris Leifer* father-in-law of Barry Barber
8/15 Ellis Lustig* father of Marsha Gross
8/15 Jack Berman father of Gail Schesser
8/15 Libby Willner* mother of Marc Willner

Shabbat  Observance 8/21 - 8/22
8/16 Irving Samuelson* father of Susan Berman
8/16 Frances Stein* mother of Doreen Mizrachi
8/16 Marion Vaccarella* mother of Rosemary Calman
8/16 Henry Bernstein father of Rhonda Goodman
8/18 Robert Bierman father of Sharon Aptaker
8/18 Louis Magazine father of Maxine Herzog
8/18 Norman Pickett husband of Helen Pickett

father of Francine Cohen
8/18 Louis Zukoff father of Marc Zukoff                                                          

father of David Zukoff
8/18 Ethel Kargman* mother of Judith Borell
8/19 Charles Grossman* father of Richard Grossman
8/19 Irving Needleman grandfather of Michael Goldman
8/19 Trudi Gardiner* aunt of Mark Schwitz
8/20 Nettie Litwak* grandmother of David Shapiro
8/20 Etta Borell* mother of Martin Borell
8/21 Louis Glazer* father of Myrna Kluger
8/22 Mary Lukow* mother of Linda Weinberg
8/22 Moe Weissman* father of Phyllis Freedman
8/22 Ben Eichler brother of Ray Eichler

Yahrzeits

cont inued next  page20
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Shabbat  Observance 8/28 - 8/29
8/23 Scott Kadis* brother of Stephanie Weissman
8/23 Albert Fastow grandfather of Michael Klass
8/23 Selma Futterman mother of Marjorie Stevens
8/23 Samuel Mautner father of Phyllis Porter
8/24 Stanley Schwartz* father of Ginny Kotler
8/24 Bernard Weinberger* father of Lynne Schwitz
8/25 Rebecca Evans grandmother of Glenn Fuchs
8/25 Louise Johnson grandmother of Gabrielle Eichel
8/25 Will iam Kaplan* father of Michael Kaplan
8/26 Charlotte Stern Frank mother of Edwin Stern
8/27 Lester Porter father of Craig Porter
8/27 Sidney Zwill ing father of Regina Mester
8/28 Milton Kadis* father of Stephanie Weissman
8/28 Charlotte Jacobson mother-in-law of Naomi Jacobson
8/28 Meyer Rosenberg father of Roberta Rayburn
8/29 Abraham Quint* father of Michael Quint ?" ?

Shabbat  Observance 9/4 - 9/5
8/30 Lill ian Shames* mother of Leonard Prager
8/30 Harold Needle father of Susan Vitale
8/30 Doris Kaplan* mother of Michael Kaplan

member of Temple Rodeph Torah
8/31 Ida Gross* grandmother of Ruth Kaufman
8/31 Diana Fireman mother of Will iam Fireman
8/31 Ernestine Wind mother of Vivian Aronow
8/31 Murray Ross* father of Lynn Chodos
9/1 Evelyn Konigsberg* mother of Steve Konigsberg
9/1 Seymour Ringel* husband of Susan Ringel                                        

member of Temple Rodeph Torah
9/1 Gela Janower grandmother of Gail Davis
9/1 Irene Lazarus mother of Marcia Borshof
9/1 Baruch Viesel grandfather of Gail Davis
9/3 Bella Ash* mother of Joseph Ash
9/3 Jerry Aptaker uncle of Jeffrey Aptaker
9/3 Barry Thau uncle of Allen Sigler
9/3 Harold Klemons* father of Ira Klemons
9/4 Jacob Cohen* father of Marcia Falk
9/4 Max Sprechman* father of Harold Sprechman
9/4 Pauline Burstein mother of Alan Burstein
9/4 Aaron Goldapper grandfather of Judith Borell
9/5 Edwin Gitnick father of Roslyn Baron

Shabbat  Observance 9/11 - 9/12
9/6 Gussie Blacker grandmother of Bonnie Sugarman
9/6 David Goldstein father of Sanford Goldstein
9/7 Harry Finkelstein father of Neal Finkelstein
9/7 Corinne Eigen* mother of Wendie Eigen-Weinstein
9/8 Martha Nemerov* grandmother of Randy Cranin
9/8 Esther Prager* mother of Leonard Prager
9/8 Rebecca Smilovici grandmother of Josephine Paltin
9/9 Minnie Rosenberg* mother of Sheri Binder
9/9 Diana Needle mother of Susan Vitale

grandmother of Jennifer Levin
member of Temple Rodeph Torah

9/10 Israel Gendel* father of Lisa Abramson
9/10 Matty Berkowitz aunt of Sheryl Cooper

aunt of Ellen Finkelstein
9/11 Robert Forman* father of Enid Brown ?" ?

father of Carl Forman
9/11 Brian Goldberg* husband of Jodie Sherer

son-in-law of Andrea and Brian Shorr
member of Temple Rodeph Torah

9/11 Ruth Korkes* great aunt of Randy Cranin

cont inued next  page

      Yahrzeits Continued:
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Shabbat  Observance 9/11 - 9/12 Continued
9/11 Stewart Harris* husband of Sheila Harris

father of Elissa Harris-Sacket                         
father of Craig Harris                                     
member of Temple Rodeph Torah

9/11 Deborah Pfaeff le sister of Jeffrey Stevens
9/11 Ira Sheier cousin of Sophi Weitz
9/12 Steven Russin* son of Gloria and Ed Russin
9/12 Sara Rozin mother of Mina Paltin

grandmother of Josephine Paltin
9/12 Melvin Schwartz uncle of Helene Kaplan
9/12 Alex Kargman* father of Judith Borell

Shabbat  Observance 9/18 - 9/19
9/13 Lita Selsky* wife of Gerald Selsky
9/13 Sylvia Weinstein grandmother of Helene Kaplan
9/14 Harry Moskowitz grandfather of Bonnie Sugarman
9/15 Violet Tenenzapf* mother of Donna Chazanoff
9/15 Marion Cohen mother of Rochelle Grainer
9/15 Rachel Wajngold mother of David Wajngold
9/15 Sam Borell* father of Martin Borell
9/16 Harry Borell uncle of Martin Borell
9/16 Lill ian Zaitz* mother of Jed Zaitz
9/17 Joseph Adasko father of Lee Adasko

member of Temple Rodeph Torah
9/18 Harry Adler grandfather of Carol Shangold
9/18 Barry Berkowitz cousin of Sheryl Cooper

cousin of Ellen Finkelstein
9/18 Jack Koss step-father of Carol Shangold
9/18 Minnie Shangold mother-in-law of Carol Shangold
9/18 Judy Shangold sister-in-law of Carol Shangold
9/18 Lester Shangold father-in-law of Carol Shangold
9/18 Harvey Abramson* husband of Sophia Abramson

father of Debra Kullback
9/19 Anna Mandelbaum grandmother of Elyse Langner

Shabbat  Observance 9/25 - 9/26
9/20 Irving Kostrinsky* grandfather of Ron Tornberg
9/20 Rose Krauss mother of Burt Krauss
9/21 Joan Baron mother-in-law of Susan Baron
9/21 Pauline Schwartz aunt of Rona Shukovsky
9/22 Robert Feldman father of Mark Feldman
9/22 Jennie Eterno* grandmother of Loretta Shapiro
9/22 Leon Garelick* father of Lynn Sternberg
9/22 Frances Goldman* mother of Iris Schleifstein
9/23 Charles Eichel* father of Richard Eichel
9/23 Morris Schwitz* grandfather of Mark Schwitz
9/24 Leo Feinstein father of Steven Feinstein
9/24 Arnold Krupin father of Shari Rosen
9/24 Isaac Stern father of Rabbi Shira Stern
9/25 Herman Lukow* father of Linda Weinberg
9/25 Staci Cohen sister of Brian Cohen
9/25 Stella Stil ler aunt of Craig Porter
9/26 Emanuel Brodey father of Judith Ferber
9/26 Jack Josephson father of Lynn Wasserman

cont inued next  page
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Shabbat  Observance 10/2 - 10/3
9/27 Irving Cohen father of Arlyne Weber
9/27 Barbara Fermaglich wife of David Fermaglich
9/27 Mollie Kamenetzky mother of Shirley Deckelboim
9/29 Susan Meyerberg* wife of Alan Meyerberg

mother of Evan and Jenna Meyerberg
member of Temple Rodeph Torah

9/29 Irving Kaden* father of Randi Sorin
9/29 Louis Weber* grandfather of Rabbi Don Weber
9/30 Harry Gilbert* father of Janice Feldman
9/30 Lewis Stein* father of Arlene Forman

      Yahrzeits Continued:
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DO YOU LIKE USING SOCIAL MEDIA?                                                                                                                                                                        
Do you enjoy capturing special moments on video? Are you familiar with the How-To of editing videos? We have a special 
short-term project that will help us share the wonderful work we do here at TRT. If  you want to help put your talent to 
great purpose, contact Paula at palves@optonline.net 

WOULD YOU SHARE YOUR (JEWISH) WISDOM WITH US?         
Temple Rodeph Torah invites you, our members, to share your wisdom with us by speaking at a Shabbat evening service. 
We will give you plenty of t ime to prepare and we will guide you along the way. 

Your topic should teach something that relates to Judaism, and which you feel will be of interest to the people attending 
the service. We hope you will draw on  your own life experiences: What have you learned from your life, or from a specif ic 
event in your life, and how could that be of value to others? If  you are interested in learning more about this opportunity, 
please contact the temple off ice at 732-308-0055.

EDNA COLEMAN ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND               
TRT offers scholarships to any student presently in the confirmation program or who has been confirmed, up through and 
including the summer after 12th grade.  Money in the Israel Scholarship Fund will be equally divided among all students 
traveling to Israel next summer on an approved youth Israel trip, not to exceed $1,000 per student.   Requests for 
scholarship money should be in writ ing to the Education Committee.   Contact Ellen Finkelstein, at 732-972-8624, or 
ellenstf@gmail.com for more information.  We appreciate the congregation's generosity in considering the Edna Coleman 
Israel Scholarship Fund when making a donation to the temple. 

SPECIAL SERVICES SPONSORSHIP                  
Throughout the year, TRT hosts a variety of services with outside speakers or other unique aspects.  Several of these 
events are planned for the coming year, but we need help from the congregation to make these events possible.     We are 
seeking special service sponsors for services like our Eat, Pray, Learn service,  Sacred Texting, or Blessing of the Animals 
service, to name just a few examples. If  you are interested in sponsoring a service or learning more about other 
sponsorship opportunities, please contact the temple off ice at 732-308-0055. 

SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS WAITING TO JOIN TRT               
Did you know that most of our members joined because they knew someone who already belonged? Your invitation to a 
neighbor or friend to join you at a service is the best advertising we have. We are also happy to send our Newsletter to 
any interested family, but we can't do it until you tell us who they are. Call the temple off ice, at 732-308-0055, and give 
us the names; we will take it from there. And if  they join (in any category other than Parent/Grandparent), and remain 
members for a minimum of six months, you get  a month?s dues f ree! Think about what your belonging to Rodeph Torah 
means to you, and help us reach out to others. (Besides, you can always use another driver for the carpool...) 

PLEASE HELP US HELP YOU                             
When scheduling a life-cycle event in which you would like Rabbi Disick to participate (weddings, namings, funerals, 
unveilings, etc.), please call him first. If  you set the time for such events without calling, it may be impossible for him to 
attend. Though a funeral overrides almost everything else, clearing the time in advance may save us from disrupting 
classes or programs already scheduled. We understand the stressful nature of such times in our lives, and with your help 
we can make them a litt le easier on everyone. 

If  you have any questions about l ife-cycle events, please feel free to call Rabbi Disick at 732-409-1268.

News and Notes at TRT
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News & Notes In Our Community  
DOES YOUR TEEN WANT TO LIVE AND STUDY IN ISRAEL? NOW'S THEIR CHANCE URJ Heller High School in Israel is offering 

a $1,000 discount to spend the semester with them! Learn more about the Reform Movement?s most intense, challenging 

and rewarding Jewish living and learning Israel experience for teens: hellerhigh.org  (Virtual Experience for Fall 2020)

REFORM JUDAISM 101 IN THE 21ST CENTURY /  HOLIDAY RESOURCES Got questions about Judaism? Got friends with 

questions? Do you want ideas on how to live your Jewish life in your everyday reality? Or maybe you are looking for a 

special recipe? The Union for Reform Judaism has introduced www.reformjudaism.org as a one-stop resource for 

everything Jewish, including holidays, recipes, social justice, Jewish life and learning, blogs, Israel and much more. 

THE JEWISH PARENT PAGE Did you know that the URJ (Union for Reform Judaism) has many informative and interesting 

items on their website at urj.org? One of these, The Jewish Parent Page, informs and educates about the Jewish holidays 

and their customs. It includes blessings, historical background, recipes, family activit ies and other creative ways to 

celebrate the Jewish festivals. Go to www.urj.org/ learningforparents/parents/ . 

RJ.ORG: NEWS AND VIEWS OF REFORM JEWS Check out the new Reform Movement blog at www.RJ.org, which is a place to 

read facts, opposing opinions, calls to action and interesting tidbits from the greater Jewish world. New entries posted 

daily. 

INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM Learn the fundamentals of Jewish thought and practice in 16-20 weeks. This course is 

perfect for interfaith couples, non-Jews considering conversion, and Jews looking for an adult-level introduction. Visit 

www.reformjudaism.org/ intro for more information.   

CAN YOU SPARE TEN MINUTES A DAY? Thousands for people are now spending 10 minutes a day learning about Jewish 

life. Subscribe to receive an email, delivered directly to your inbox daily, offering a personal connection to a Jewish text, 

issue or topic, including insight on the week?s Torah portion, Israel, social justice and Jewish ethics. Visit 

www.reformjudaism.org/ ten for more info.

ARE YOU GOING ON VACATION OUTSIDE OF THE U.S.A.? WANT TO SEE A REFORM CONGREGATION IN ANOTHER COUNTRY? 

How do you f ind your larger Progressive/Reform/Liberal family when traveling outside of North America? The process is 

dif ferent than what you f ind in North America, where synagogues and Jewish institutions in North America generally have 

an "open-door" policy and regularly welcome visitors. The best way is to have the World Union for Progressive Judaism 

(WUPJ) make the connection for you. There are two options available for your search. Several weeks in advance of your 

vacation, go to www.wupj.org/ f ind-a-community to search for WUPJ congregations. You will see a drop down for country 

and city, then you click on the search icon. If  there is a community in that location, it will appear, with the synagogue's 

website and contact email. Email the contact directly. It is suggested that people include their full name, Temple Rodeph 

Torah, Marlboro, NJ. Provide your travel dates, planned accommodations, when you would like to visit the congregation, 

the number of people in your party, and a way to contact you once you are there.  

There is also a new app, Find a Community, which will allow you to locate a congregation, get in contact with them about 

your trip and what you're looking for, and get directions when you get there. All of our aff il iated congregations are listed 

in the app, so you won't miss anything. Please note that some locations, including some major cit ies, do not contain 

congregations aff il iated with the Progressive Jewish Movement. To download, go to www.wupj.org/app . 

25



26

Travel ing?  Contact TRT for recommendations to attend Shabbat services or other events at a synagogue near your 
destination.   

Got  Tech Skil ls?  Join the TRT tech crew and help deliver the audio, visual and technological experiences throughout 
the year.   Must be 15 years or older.   Experience not required. 

Unwanted car?  Donate it to TRT for a tax deduction!  Call the temple off ice for instructions on how to donate to Miles 
Ahead Network.    

Need a mentor? Let TRT connect you! Contact the temple off ice at off ice@trt.org 

Do you have an event  coming up?  Rent the sanctuary at TRT! For information, call or email the off ice at 
(732)308-0055 or off ice@trt.org. 

Looking for a memorial  or commemorat ive opportunity?  Sponsor a project or program at TRT in honor of a loved one. 
Contact the temple off ice at 732-308-0055 or off ice@trt.org. 

Advert ise with us!  The TRT newsletter is a great place to promote your business!   Contact Iris Schleifstein at 
i.schleifstein@gmail.com or 732-536-6117 or the temple off ice. 

TRT CLASSIFIEDS
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TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of  Western Monmouth

P.O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746

TEMPLE CONTRIBUTIONS FORM

______BOLENDER LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT FUND, to develop, enhance and encourage Jewish leadership

______COLLEGE OUTREACH FUND, funding for programs to maintain contact with our college students                        

______EDNA COLEMAN ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND, provides f inancial assistance for youth trips to Israel

______GENERAL FUND, allows us to use your gif t where it is needed most

______GOLDBERGER FAMILY FUND for COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT - supports the many programs offered without charge to                   
the community 

______HELENA PROJECT FUND, to provide Shabbat meals for families in times of upset and dif f iculty

______HERZOG MUSIC FUND, for the musical needs of the congregation

______HIRSCH/ROSEN MEMORIAL YOUTH FUND, provides funding for youth programs

______LIBRARY FUND, for the purchase of books for our Library

______MEN?S CLUB TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of the Men?s Club

______MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND, dedicated completely to paying down the principal on our mortgage

______RABBI?S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Rabbi for the benefit of the congregation*

______RABBIS WEBER AND STERN EDUCATIONAL FUND, for the Jewish education of our children.

______ROCK SHABBAT MUSIC FUND, for support of Rock Shabbat and future music programs

______SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of Sisterhood

______SOCIAL ACTION FUND, to support the Committee?s work of ?repairing the world?

______SPIRITUAL ENHANCEMENT FUND, provides funding for new and experimental services, programs and items devoted to           
 spiritual expression. This fund also covers prayer book dedications($54 minimum for each dedication)

______TEMPLE IMPROVEMENT and BEAUTIFICATION FUND, for the construction, maintenance and beautif ication of our home

______WILLNER/WEINSTEIN EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT FUND, provides interest income for the Religious School?s future 

***       TREE OF LIFE/MEMORIAL PLAQUES: To celebrate a special occasion by purchasing a leaf for the Tree of Life, or to honor               
the memory  of a loved one who has died, please call the temple off ice. A Dedication Form will be sent to you.

__________________________

 * Make checks payable to TRT-Rabbi?s Discretionary Fund ; all other funds payable to Temple Rodeph Torah. To donate online, 
go to www.trt.org and click on Donate.

    This donat ion is being made:

    In MEMORY of: ____________________________________________________________________

    In HONOR of: ____________________________________________________________________

    Donat ion made by:

    Name: _____________________________________________________________________

    Address: _____________________________________________________________________

    Acknowledgment to be sent  to the fol lowing: 

    Name: _____________________________________________________________________

    Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Contributions of any amount are welcomed, but there is an $18 minimum for each acknowledgment you wish sent.

Please refer all questions to our temple off ice, 732-308-0055.
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Directory of  Contacts
TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of  Western Monmouth

P.O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746
Of f ice # 732-308-0055  :  Rel igious School  # 732-308-3836

web site: www.trt .org  :  email : of f ice@trt .org

Rabbi Marc Disick 732-409-1268 rabbidisick@trt.org

Cantor Lisa Levine 443-824-3903 cantorlisalevine@trt.org

Temple Administrator Sheryl Cooper 732-308-0055 off ice@trt.org

Educator David Gronlund-Jacob 732-308-3836 rel.school@trt.org

President Tmima Grinvald 732-642-3938 tmimag@trt.org

Vice-President Jen Herzog                              917-364-9070                                     jenh330@gmail.com

Vice-President Andrea Kazin 732-673-7320 andreakaz@trt.org

Vice-President Dan Schleifstein 908-670-0478 daniel.schleifstein@piblaw.com 

Treasurer Lee Adasko 212-696-4600 Lee@bffa.com

Financial Secretary Denise Swartz 908- 692-8181                  swartz4some@hotmail.com

Recording Secretary Heather Miliote 732-462-1982 heathermiliote@yahoo.com

Corresponding Secretary Carol Shangold 732-252-6174 caroltema@me.com

Past-President Robbin Manne 732-547-9283 robbinm@trt.org

ARZA Marc Willner 732-536-4180 marcw18@aol.com

B'nai Mitzvah:
Date Coordinator Jen Levin 732-845-0056 jenlevin27@yahoo.com
Tutor Marilyn Beutel 201-776-3766 mbeutel@optonline.net
Video Steve Cotter 732-598-2607 stevencotterestates@gmail.com

Building Grounds Mort Blumenthal 732-851-4785 mortandjoyce@gmail.com

College Outreach Marcia Borshof 732-972-1906 marlaza7@hotmail.com

Education Marge Stevens 732-308-0605 marge_stevens@verizon.net
Service Requirements Ira Silverman 732-677-3089 isilverman123@gmail.com

Finance Mike Esquenazi 732-252-8753 mesquenazi@brickmanre.com 

Fundraising Andrea Kazin 732-673-7320 andreakaz@trt.org

Judaica Shop Marcia Borshof 732-972-1906 marlaza7@hotmail.com

Library Heather Schleifstein 732-851-7124 HLM9@aol.com

Marketing Tmima Grinvald 732-642-3938 tmimag@gmail.com

Membership Jen Herzog                        917-364-9070                                      jenh330@gmail.com

Men's Club Eli Grinvald 908-415-4561 Eli.Grinvald@gmail.com

Newsletter Advertising Iris Schleifstein 732-536-6117 i.schleifstein@gmail.com

Newsletter Karen Goddard 732-308-0055 trtnewsletter@gmail.com

Sisterhood Bonnie Russo (732) 616-9606 brusso65@optimum.net
Jodi Weintraub (732) 666-1406 qponcutter@aol.com

Technology Harvey Lieber 732-677-3257 harvey.lieber@gmail.com    

Volunteer Growth Juli Blumenthal 732-972-8404 juliblumenthal@gmail.com

Web Site Administrator Neal Finkelstein 732-972-8624 webadmin@trt.org

Worship Heather Miliote 732-462-1982 heathermiliote@yahoo.com

Youth Amanda Roy 917-238-7226 royamanda@gmail.com

Youth Director                               
Chaverim, Jr.& Sr. RTSY Shifra Malkin 908-642-6589 Shifra.Malkin@yahoo.com
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