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When Jackie Baron started her spring break from the Ranney School in 
March, she didn?t know that she would never go back to the school in 
Tinton Falls that she attended since kindergarten. Such is l ife in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

?It was sad at f irst. Not seeing my friends,?? Jackie recalled. But on their 
scheduled Graduation Day in May, the school put together a video of 
dozens of its teachers singing songs and reading stories. ?It was like going 
back,?? Jackie said. She will get to see her friends again at the outdoor 
graduation for the 63 Ranney seniors in July.

Jackie will start her freshman year at Skidmore College in Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., in August, three weeks earlier than expected. Classes are 
scheduled on campus, with dorms carefully prepared so that students can 
safely reside there. Jackie plans to major in English and Creative Writing. 
She hopes to continue the Jewish music she brought to TRT as a song 
leader at Skidmore?s Hillel Foundation.

Jackie?s parents, Brooke and Elliot Baron, had their professional l ives halted in response to the coronavirus 
stay-at-home order. The off ices where Elliot works as an oral surgeon were closed until June. Now, they work at a 
slower pace and wear masks and face shields to keep everyone safe. Brooke, a dentist, reviews insurance claims at 
her Marlboro home. But for months, there were few claims to authorize.

Brooke sees a bright side to this response to the pandemic. ?It?s nice having everyone home,? she said. Their son, 
Zach, is home, too, having f inished his Ranney 10th grade classes online. She and Jackie now take walks they didn?t 
have time for in their busy lives. ?Quality t ime as a family is a blessing,?? Brooke said.

The Barons


