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Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav said, ?The whole world is a narrow bridge, and the point of l ife is not to be afraid.?

Easier said than done. Especially these days, when just about everything seems to be terrifying. If  the COVID-19 virus 
doesn?t scare you, you?re probably not paying attention. If  the reports of bad behavior (hoarding supplies, prof iteering 
on face masks and hand sanitizers, f ighting over toilet paper in the stores) make it hard to focus on the good that is 
inside human beings, your discouragement is understandable, too. And if  you are watching your business or your savings 
shrink in front of your eyes, the panic that follows is, simply, human. There are lots of reasons to be afraid right now.

And yet?

Fred Rogers (?Mr. Rogers?) always spoke of his mother?s words,??Look for the helpers. You will always f ind people who 
are helping.? To this day, especially in times of disaster, I remember my mother?s words, and I am always comforted by 
realizing that there are stil l so many helpers ?  so many caring people in this world.?

The current pandemic along with all its side effects is proving the wisdom of Mrs. Rogers. I know the news focuses on the 
bad, but as I tried to list all the people who are helping in this dif f icult t ime, I could not count them all. Doctors, nurses, 
health aides, hospital janitors and food service workers all come to mind right away: people who continue to do their 
work because they know how much worse things will be if  they aren?t there. So do the police and the members of our 
armed forces who put themselves on the line every single day, and even moreso in this time of potential infection. Then 
there are the cashiers and stock people in our supermarkets; the ones who staff  restaurants and delivery services; the 
people who pump our gas, who respond to problems with the electric or gas supply, and who collect our trash; they are 
seldom featured in the news, but they work day after day to make sure we can go on with our lives. Beyond that are the 
volunteers ? so many volunteers! ? who respond to f irst aid and f ire calls, who reach out to those who are isolated, who 
bridge the gap between the ?haves? and the ?have nots,? when ?have not? can be as simple as not having a way to get a 
prescription from the pharmacy. It?s not that hard to f ind people who are helping ? they are everywhere.

But ?Find people who are helping? is more than just a consolation for our fear: it is a challenge to each of us. Can we f ind 
it in ourselves to help? Can we become the people who are helping?

Yes, we can. And we are. Members of Rodeph Torah have stepped up and stepped in. Adults have volunteered to shop for 
people who should not go to the store, to bring medicine and supplies to those who cannot get them themselves, and to 
make calls to people who are especially isolated by this pandemic. We received offers from our high school students to 
tutor younger children who might need extra help in this brave new world of online learning, and other students have 
volunteered to help older people who are not familiar with computers. Temple members with counseling skil ls have 
offered to speak with those who are having a dif f icult t ime, and to do it without charge. And we would not have been 
able to move all our programs and services online so quickly if  it were not for the technologically savvy members who 
have given uncountable hours to make it happen.

My reason for l isting all of these people is, f irst, so they get at least a litt le of the thanks they deserve. But more 
important, it is to give you ideas. What can you offer that will help in this challenging time? What is your special skill, or 
hobby, or ability that could make things easier for even one person? Maybe you can do one of the things I l isted above; if  
so, please let me know and I?ll make the connections for you. But maybe you have something else to offer ? something 
we haven?t even thought of yet. If  so, please talk to me, or to Shira, or David, or Tmima. It could be the only reason we 
aren?t doing it is because we haven?t thought of it yet.

When I volunteered on the Morganville First Aid Squad, people would ask me if  I was ever scared. My answer was always 
the same: As long as I could help, I didn?t have the energy or the time to be scared. I f ind the same thing holds true right 
now. When I am helping, I have less room for fear.

The world is certainly a narrow bridge, especially these days. If  you need help, don?t be a hero: reach out to someone, 
because a lot of people are anxiously waiting to help you. And if  you can help, now is the time to say so. We can get 
through this, but only if  we f ind ways to overcome our fear and work together.

Shira and I send you wishes for health, strength and hope.

Shalom,

Rabbi Don Weber

A Message From Rabbi Weber
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April/May 2020                                      Nisan/ Iyar/Sivan 5780

Special Events at TRT

   At this time, ALL services will be online only.

Please visit www.tr t.org for details and how to access the sites

Fr iday night Shabbat services at 6:30 p.m. will be streamed online

 Our Saturday morning minyan service at 10:00 a.m. will be held through Zoom                                                                                                                                                                  

Services

A nd M ore ...

*For more info on these events, please see the flyers in the back of this newsletter

Sisterhood
Evening Book Discussion Group                                                         
May 7th , 7:00 p.m.  - via Zoom.                                       
Dayt ime Book Discussion Group                                                      

Apri l  29th, 12:00 p.m. 

Bereavement Group                   
Al l  meet ings are on Wednesdays at  10:00 a.m.                                                     

Apri l  1st  and 22nd          May 6th and 20th

Passover begins the evening of  Apri l  8th and concludes Apri l  15th                                    
(Orthodox observe thru Apri l  16th)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Save the Date:                                                                                                                                                                      
Sunday, July 12th, 1:00 p.m. - Retirement Gala Luncheon for Rabbi Weber and Rabbi Stern       

at the Grand Marquis in Old Br idge (rescheduled from Apr il 26th) *                                                   

Our date for the Rock Shabbat concer t with Nefesh Mountain will be announced once finalized.

Tot Shabbat 
Saturday, Apr il 4th - " Pesach - Moses in the Hood"         

Saturday, May 9th - " Let's Fly to Israel"                                          
Service begins at 9:15 a.m. with Rabbi Stern and Mr. Sam

The following programs are being re-designed to an online Zoom platform:         
Bereavement Group, Sisterhood Evening Book Group, RTSY and Tot Shabbats.

Please check our website for up-to-date links.
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Our Mission Statement: Temple Rodeph Torah seeks to build an act ive and engaged Jewish community, 
one person at  a t ime. We cherish our t ime-honored t radit ions to make them ever more relevant  and 
precious in our modern l ives. These t radit ions wil l  help to enrich and ensure a Jewish future through 

worship, spiri tual i ty, educat ion, celebrat ion and acts of  loving-kindness. 
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My Dear TRT family,

Let me begin with the hope that everyone is healthy and prepared for whatever the next few weeks and 
months will bring.

The past several weeks have certainly tested us all. As this unprecedented pandemic evolves all around the 
world, it brings signif icant health concerns as well as economic uncertainty for us and our families. None of us 
has been there before, done that, and everyone is impacted. Our social and business life has been completely 
shuttered. And the necessary regulations to slow down the spread of the novel coronavirus force us to stay 
physically isolated.

With that in mind, we know that human beings are social beings. The need for a connection cannot be ignored. 
The need for a place to meet, discuss ideas and share thoughts is genuine. Although we cannot meet face to 
face, we can bring our community together and support each other using the technology we have. You can stil l 
take part in temple activit ies from the safety of your home. You are not alone!

As things develop, I want to make sure that you have a way to get updated. First, we will update our website, 
trt.org, with announcements about all our programs. Second, every Tuesday at 6pm until the end of April, I will 
have a one hour Zoom call that all can join by using the link trt.org/ virtual-off ice-hour. Rabbi Weber will have 
his Zoom off ice hours on Monday and Wednesday from 2-4pm. Rabbi Stern will have her Zoom off ice hours on 
Fridays from 12-2pm and Thursdays from 5-7pm. These are group calls to address issues for the whole 
community. Please check our website for Meeting IDs and for specif ic l inks. If  you are interested in a private 
conversation, please reach out by email or phone.

Here are a few helpful adjustments we have already implemented:

- We suspended our regular services until such time as it is deemed safe to resume. And yet, we continue 
to video stream our Friday night services at t rt .org/ st ream at 6:30pm.

- Shabbat Minyan service is available on Zoom via the following link: trt.org/ saturday at 10:00am.
- All committees and task forces will use Zoom meetings to allow all to continue to be connected and 

involved in the life of our congregation. Chairs of committees will send invites to your email, which will 
include a specif ic l ink to the meeting. If  you have not participated until now and you?d like to, simply 
email Juli Blumenthall at juliblumenthal@gmail.com and she will help get you connected.

- Our Bereavement group moved to use Zoom. Contact Rabbi Stern at ravshira@gmail.com for info.
- Our evening book club moved to Zoom. Contact Ellen Finkelstein at ellenstf@gmail.com or 

(732)547-2888 for info.

We suggest that you download Zoom in advance, as we want you to take advantage of all our future online 
gatherings.

As I write these lines, we are in the midst of converting our religious school, high school and adult education 
programs to an online format. Information will be provided to participants.

I want to leave you with wishes for good health and peace of mind.

Warmly,

Tmima Grinvald, Temple President

President's M essage
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Some events are subject to be changed/cancelled due to COVID-19
Check trt.org for the most up to date information 

Friday, 4/3 Kabbalat Shabbat Service *6:30 pm - online at https://trt.org/stream  
Sermon: ?Why Questions Are More Important than Answers?
? Birthday Blessings for Apri l ; Candle Lighting 7:06 p.m.

Saturday, 4/4 Shabbat Morning Services:
9:15 a.m. ? TOT SHABBAT: ?Pesach: Moses in the Hood? *Zoom address to follow
10:00 a.m. ?Minyan Group Leader: Rabbi Shira Stern *online at https://trt.org/saturday

Friday, 4/10 Shabbat Service *6:30 pm - online at https://trt.org/stream
Sermon: ?Pesach Is a Journey for Us, Too?
Candle Lighting 7:13 p.m.

Saturday, 4/11 Shabbat Morning Service ? 10:00 a.m. *online at https://trt.org/saturday
Minyan Group Leader: Karen Goldstein

Tuesday, 4/14 Yiskor for 7th Day Passover*6:30 pm - online at https://trt.org/stream 

Friday, 4/17 Shabbat Service *6:30 pm - online at https://trt.org/stream
Sermon: ?Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor? ?
Candle Lighting 7:20 p.m.

Saturday, 4/18 Shabbat Morning Service ? 10:00 a.m. *online at https://trt.org/saturday
Minyan Group Leader: Sharon Aptaker

Monday, 4/20 Yom HaShoah Memorial  Service*6:30 pm - online at https://trt.org/stream 

Friday, 4/24 Shabbat Service *6:30 pm - online at https://trt.org/stream
Sermon: ?Teach Us to Number Our Days?
? Anniversary Blessings for Apri l ; Candle Lighting 7:28 p.m.

Saturday, 4/25 Shabbat Morning Services ? 10:00 a.m. *online at https://trt.org/saturday
Minyan Group Leader: Rabbi Don Weber

Friday, 5/1 Shabbat Service *6:30 pm - online at https://trt.org/stream
? Birthday Blessings for May; Candle Lighting 7:35 p.m.

Saturday, 5/2 Shabbat Morning Services - 10:00 a.m.*online at https://trt.org/saturday
Minyan Group Leader: Rabbi Shira Stern 

Friday, 5/8 Shabbat Service *6:30 pm - online at https://trt.org/stream
Sermon: ?Don?t Be Your Child?s Best Friend?
Candle Lighting 7:42 p.m.

Saturday, 5/9 Shabbat Morning Services:
9:15 a.m. ? TOT SHABBAT: ?Let?s Fly to Israel" *Zoom address to follow
10:00 a.m. ?Minyan Group Leader: Rabbi Don Weber *online at https://trt.org/saturday

Friday, 5/15 Shabbat Service *6:30 pm - online at https://trt.org/stream
Sermon: ?There Really Aren?t a Lot of Jews in the World?
Candle Lighting 7:49 p.m.

Saturday, 5/16 Shabbat Morning Service ? 10:00 a.m. *online at https://trt.org/saturday
Minyan Group Leader: Rabbi Don Weber

Friday, 5/22 Shabbat Service *6:30 pm - online at https://trt.org/stream
Sermon: ?The Battleship and the Cork?
Candle Lighting 7:56 p.m.

Saturday, 5/23 Shabbat Morning Service ? 10:00 a.m. *online at https://trt.org/saturday
Minyan Group Leader: Karen Goldstein
Celebrat ion of  Shavuot  & Conf irmat ion ? 7:00 p.m.
Fol lowed by an Ice Cream Oneg!

Thursday, 5/28 A Shavuot Evening Study Session: ?The Book of Ruth?
Candle Lighting 8:01 p.m.

Friday, 5/29 Shabbat Service *6:30 pm - online at https://trt.org/stream
Sermon: ?Things You Should Know about Temple Rodeph Torah?
? Anniversary Blessings for May; Candle Lighting 8:01 p.m.

Saturday, 5/30 Shabbat Morning Service ? 10:00 a.m. *online at https://trt.org/saturday
Minyan Group Leader: Bob and Susan Dollinger

Please call the temple office if you know of any temple member who is ill, or who has been admitted to the hospital. 
We want to visit and offer our help, but we cannot help unless we know about them!

Schedule of Services Temple Rodeph Torah is a 
member of the Union for 
Reform Judaism, and a 

Partner Congregation of                      
Mazon: A Jewish Response 

to Hunger  

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS!                       

THEIR ADS HELP TO DEFRAY 
SOME OF OUR COSTS IN 

PRODUCING THIS NEWSLETTER.  

IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE 
WHO WOULD BE INTERESTED IN 

ADVERTISING -  PLEASE 

CONTACT TRT AT 
732.308.0055.
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Upcoming Holidays

Passover
April 8-15, 2020

The holiday of Passover (Pesach in 
Hebrew) is perhaps one of the most 
central to Jewish life and history. More 
widely observed than any other 
holiday, Passover celebrates the 
biblical account of the Israelites? 
redemption and escape from 400 years 
of Egyptian slavery. Holiday rituals 
include a dramatic retell ing of the 
Exodus story and many unique food 
traditions. We come together with 
friends and family to celebrate the 
great lessons of the story: the blessing 
of freedom and the reminder that since 
we were once slaves and were freed, it 
is our responsibil ity to work for 
freedom for all people, everywhere.

The word ?Passover? is derived from 
the Hebrew word pasach, which means 
"passed over,? referring to the 10th 
plague that kil led the Egyptian f irstborn, but miraculously ?passed over? the houses of the Israelites (more on that 
below).

Found in the Torah, the Passover story tells of the Israelites? slavery, deliverance, and escape (?the Exodus?) from 
Egypt. The story begins with Joseph, son of Jacob, who was sold into slavery by his brothers and arrived in Egypt as a 
poor, powerless servant. Joseph?s wisdom and ability to interpret dreams soon brought him power and status, 
though, and he became the Egyptian king?s trusted advisor. His entire family joined him in Egypt, as did many of the 
rest of the Israelites. There they prospered and multiplied for many generations.

But a new king (?pharaoh?) came to power in Egypt ? one who did not remember how helpful Joseph had been. The 
Israelites? numbers had greatly increased over many years, and the new Pharaoh was suspicious of them, fearing they 
would someday rise up against him. So he treated them harshly, forcing them to work as slaves in terrible conditions. 
Nevertheless, the Israelites survived and continued to multiply. Dismayed by their fortitude, Pharaoh took harsher 
action, declaring that all sons born to Israelite women should be kil led at birth. The courageous Israelite midwives, 
Shifrah and Puah, def ied this decree, but the infant boys were stil l in great danger.

When an Israelite woman, Yocheved, had a baby boy, she feared for his life. She placed him in a basket and set him 
f loating in the Nile River, near where people came to bathe. As Yocheved?s daughter, Miriam, watched from a 
distance, Pharaoh?s daughter came to the river and found the baby in the basket. She took him, named him Moses 
(?drawn from the water?), and raised him as her own.

Growing up in the palace, Moses knew very litt le of the life he might have led. As he grew, however, he became aware 
of the plight of his people. One day, seeing an Egyptian taskmaster beating an Israelite slave, Moses kil led the 

taskmaster. Realizing what he had done, Moses f led to the land of 
Midian, where he married a Midianite woman, Tzipporah, and became a 
shepherd.

Tending his f lock one day, Moses came upon an amazing sight ? a bush 
that was burning, but not consumed. God spoke to Moses there, tell ing 
him that Moses and his brother, Aaron, would free the Israelites from 
slavery. Moses was unsure anyone would listen to him, but God 
promised support and powerful signs, so Moses left Midian and 
returned to Egypt.

5 cont inued next  page
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Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and demanded Pharaoh free the Jews (?Let my people go,? Moses tells Pharaoh in 
Exodus 5:1). But Pharaoh, skeptical that Moses spoke on behalf  of God, refused. In retaliation, Pharaoh forced the 
Israelites to work even harder and beat them mercilessly. God then told Moses that, as proof of God?s power, the 

Egyptians would suffer a series of plagues until Pharaoh 
agreed to let the Jews go.

During the last plague, God kil led the f irstborn of each 
Egyptian family, but ?passed over? (thus ?Passover?) the 
houses of the Israelites (who had marked their doors 
with lamb?s blood), leaving their children unharmed. 
With this plague Pharaoh f inally relented, and let the 
Israelites go. They hurriedly packed and left Egypt, 
without enough time for their bread rise (hence the 
holiday?s prohibit ion on eating leavened, or risen, grain 
products, and the custom of eating matzah, unleavened 
bread).

Pharaoh immediately regretted his decision, and his 
army chased the Israelites to the Red (actually ?Reed?) 
Sea. With the sea ahead of them, and Pharaoh?s army 
closing in behind, the Jews appeared to be doomed. At 

that very moment, though, God told Moses to stretch his staff  over the sea, and, in perhaps the greatest miracle in all 
of Jewish tradition, the waters parted, allowing the Jews to cross on dry land.

Just as they reached the far shore of the sea, the waters closed, drowning Pharaoh and his soldiers. Moses, Miriam, 
and all the Israelites sang songs of praise to God for their deliverance, including Mi Chamochah, which appears in our 
modern liturgy, and the Israelites began their journey in the desert.

Passover is perhaps the most widely observed holiday of the entire year, and many families have long-standing, 
beloved traditions that have been passed down from generation to generation. But the heart of the holiday is tell ing 
the story of the Exodus from Egypt, and both old and new traditions are equally welcome in the celebration! The 
teaching of this story, which is so central to Jewish life and history, can be customized for all ages and learning levels, 
and getting everyone involved is always encouraged, so use your imagination, and the many resources available, and 
create a holiday celebration that?s perfect for your family and friends.

Passover, along with Sukkot and Shavuot, is one of the Shalosh R?galim, or Three Pilgrimage Festivals, major holidays 
during which people in ancient t imes gathered in Jerusalem with their agricultural offerings. There are several 
mitzvot (commandments) unique to Passover, which are evident in the customs and rituals of the holiday to this day: 
matzah (the eating of unleavened bread); maror (the eating of bitter herbs); chameitz (abstaining from eating 
leavened bread or other foods containing wheat, barley, rye, oats, or spelt); biur chameitz (removal of leaven from the 
home); and Haggadah (participation in the seder meal and tell ing the story).

Upcoming Holidays Cont 'd

6

Reprinted f rom ReformJudaism.org. For more informat ion on the hol idays, along with ideas  for 
commemorat ing/celebrat ing these hol idays, please visit  their website.
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Yom HaShoah 
April 20-21, 2020

Yom HaShoah, also known as Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, occurs on the 27th of the Hebrew month of Nisan. 
Shoah, which means ?catastrophe? or ?utter 
destruction? in Hebrew, refers to the atrocities that 
were committed against the Jewish people during 
World War II. This is a memorial day for those who died 
in the Shoah. The Shoah is also known as the Holocaust, 
from a Greek word meaning "sacrif ice by f ire.?

The Holocaust was the largest manifestation of 
antisemitism in recent history. Yom HaShoah reminds 
us of the horrors that Jews and other persecuted 
groups faced: forced labor, starvation, humiliation, and 

torture, which often resulted in death. It was a systematic effort to wipe out an entire population from the face of the 
earth.

Many commemorate Yom HaShoah by lighting yellow candles to keep alive the memories of the victims. Most 
synagogues and Jewish communities gather together to mark the day through worship, music and the stories from 
survivors.

Yom HaZikaron & Yom HaAtzmaut
April 27-29, 2020

Since the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, four new holidays have been added to the Jewish calendar ? 
Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day), Yom HaZikaron (Memorial Day), Yom HaAtzmaut (Independence Day), 
and Yom Y?rushalayim (Jerusalem Day, which celebrates the reunif ication of the city in 1967). In Israel, these days are 
observed as national holidays; around the world, they are observed in various ways by Jewish communities.

Yom HaZikaron (Israeli Memorial Day) memorializes those who gave their l ives in defense of the State of Israel, as 
well as civil ian victims of terrorism. The Israeli Knesset (parliament) established the day before Yom HaAtzmaut 
(Israeli Independence Day) as a national day of public mourning to remember and honor soldiers who lost their l ives 
f ighting in the War of Independence and in subsequent battles. It is a solemn day during which all places of 
entertainment are closed and two-minute sirens are 
sounded throughout all of Israel, one in the evening to 
mark the beginning of the holiday and one in the 
morning, prior to the nation?s public memorial 
ceremony.

Scheduling Yom HaZikaron right before Yom 
HaAtzmaut is intended to remind people of the 
sacrif ice soldiers and their families and friends have 
paid for Israel's independence and security. The 
transition demonstrates the importance of this day 
among Israelis, most of whom have served in the 
armed forces or have a connection with people who 
were kil led during military service.

7
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cont inued next  page
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Yom HaZikaron begins with an off icial ceremony at the Western Wall, as the f lag of Israel is lowered to half-staff . 
Places of entertainment are closed for the day by law and radio and television stations broadcast programs about 
Israel's wars and that convey the somber mood of the day.

As on Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day), air raid sirens are sounded twice in Israel during Yom HaZikaron. 
During the sirens? soundings, the entire country comes to a complete stop: bulldozers are turned off , cranes hang 
empty in the air, and cars get parked on the sides of streets as their occupants stand silently alongside their vehicles. 
The f irst siren marks the beginning of Israel's Memorial Day at 8 p.m. Israel t ime, and the second is sounded at 11 
a.m., immediately prior to the public recitation of prayers in military cemeteries.

Numerous public ceremonies are held throughout Israel, including a national ceremony at the military cemetery on 
Mount Herzl, where many of Israel's leaders and soldiers are buried. Schools and public buildings often hold 
memorials for those from their community who died in Israel's wars.

In the evening, at the off icial ceremony of Israel Independence Day on Mount Herzl, the day draws to a close when 
the Israeli f lag is returned to full-staff .

Yom HaAtzmaut (Israeli Independence Day) marks the 
anniversary of the establishment of the modern state of Israel in 
1948. It is observed on or near the 5th of the Hebrew month of 
Iyar on the Jewish calendar, which usually falls in April. It is 
preceded by Yom HaZikaron (Israeli Memorial Day).

On May 14, 1948, soon-to-be Prime Minister David Ben Gurion 
declared the independence of the State of Israel, which was 
recognized by the United States, the Soviet Union, and other 
countries, though not by the surrounding Arab states.

Yom HaAtzmaut festivit ies begin the evening before the holiday, 
when Israelis take to streets across the country to attend outdoor 
concerts, parties, and barbecues, and to watch f ireworks displays. 
Friends and families gather together the next day, usually outside 
or at nature reserves, museums, and other attractions, which are 
open to the public free of charge for the day. Also on Yom 

HaAtzmaut, teens compete in the country?s Torah championship, and the Israel Prize, the country?s highest honor, is 
awarded in a formal ceremony in Jerusalem to individuals who excel in their chosen f ield.

On the evening of the holiday, celebrants and off icials gather at Mount Herzl in Jerusalem for a ceremony that 
includes speeches and a parade of soldiers and concludes with the lighting of 12 torches, representing the 12 Tribes 
of Israel.

Upcoming Holidays Cont 'd

Reprinted f rom ReformJudaism.org. For more informat ion on the hol idays, along with ideas  for 
commemorat ing/celebrat ing these hol idays, please visit  their website.
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Upcoming Holidays Cont 'd

Shavuot
May 28-29, 2020

The festival of Shavuot celebrates the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai and encourages us to embrace the Torah?s 
teachings and be inspired by the wisdom Jewish tradition has to offer.

Shavuot is the Hebrew word for ?weeks,? and the holiday occurs seven weeks after Passover. Shavuot, l ike many 
other Jewish holidays, began as an ancient agricultural festival that marked the end of the spring barley harvest and 
the beginning of the summer wheat harvest. In ancient t imes, Shavuot was a pilgrimage festival during which 
Israelites brought crop offerings to the Temple in Jerusalem. Today, it is a celebration of Torah, education, and the 
choice to participate actively in Jewish life.

Shavuot, which has become known as the Festival of the Giving of the Torah, was originally a harvest holiday. Along 
with Sukkot and Passover, it is one of the Shalosh Regalim (Three Pilgrimage Festivals), during which people gathered 
at the Temple in Jerusalem with their agricultural offerings.

After the Temple was destroyed and the Israelites could no longer bring the f irst fruits of their harvest as offerings, 
Talmudic rabbis reframed the holiday. The Rabbis ascribed Shavuot to the biblical story which recounts how, after the 
Exodus from Egypt, the Israelites proceeded to Mount Sinai in the desert. Moses ascended the mountain to meet God, 
who gave him the Ten Commandments, which were written on two tablets to be delivered to the Israelites.

Based on the Torah?s description of when the Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai after the Exodus from Egypt (Exodus 
19:1), the Rabbis set the date of the giving of the Torah as the 6th day of the Hebrew month of Sivan, and the holiday 
that was once purely agricultural became the commemoration of the Israelites receiving the Torah at Mount Sinai. 
Today, even as we remember its agricultural roots, the holiday allows us to celebrate the Torah, education, and the 
wisdom that Jewish teachings have to offer us.
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Congratulations and Mazal Tov
to Mark and Lynne Schwitz, on the birth of their grandson, Noah Sydney Ford Schwitz
to Marcia and Joel Borshof on the birth of their grandsons, Nathaniel Isaac (son of Heather) and

 Noam Sol (son of Geoffrey and Rotem)

Volunteer of the Year

The Board of Directors 
honors

Tracy Beck
as the

Volunteer of the Year

Thank you, Tracy for your dedication to our temple 
community in so many meaningful ways
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The Education Committee is looking for new members, ideally parents with children in 
our Religious School.  Our dedicated committee meets once per month, normally the 
third Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., for approximately one hour.

Our youth are our future and our parents can help guide our students through their 
religious instruction.  We normally meet with our educator and rabbi to hear how things 
are going.  If  there are concerns, we of the committee are there to listen and make 
recommendations.  We also help to plan and participate in specif ic activit ies and events 
for our students.

Please call the Religious School Off ice at 732 308-3836 to let us know of your interest in participating in this 
most important committee or you may call me personally.  My number is l isted below.  I promise you I will follow 
up with a phone call to answer any and all of your questions. You can even try out our committee.  We look 
forward to hearing from you and hopefully seeing you at an upcoming committee meeting.

Marge Stevens
Education Chair

       732-403-6486

Education

Hello from Sisterhood!

We hope everyone is doing well under these unusual circumstances. I know we are all eager to get out 
and be together again but until we can we hope everyone is practicing social distancing and staying safe! 

As of right now Bunco is scheduled for Tuesday, May 12th at 7:00pm, but as we get closed to the date we 
will advise whether we will keep, cancel or postpone it. 

Also, our TRT Sisterhood afternoon book club is scheduled to meet on Wednesday, April 29th at 12:30 
p.m. at Mom?s in Manalapan. We will be reading ?Dear Edward? by Ann Napolitano. For more information contact 
Marla Bucher at mmack59@gmail.com. This may also need to be postponed or done via Zoom Meeting. We will 
let you know as we get closer to the date.

Warm wishes and a Happy Passover to all,
Brooke Baron and Sandra Esquenazi 

Sisterhood

11



13

DO YOU LIKE USING SOCIAL MEDIA?                                                                                                                                                                
Do you enjoy capturing special moments on video? Are you familiar with the How-To of editing videos? We have a 
special short-term project that will help us share the wonderful work we do here at TRT. If  you want to help put your 
talent to great purpose, contact Paula at palves@optonline.net 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT: RABBI STERN OFFERS COUNSELING                                                                                                                            
Is there something you would like to discuss? Is there a stressor in your life that you want to address?  One of the TRT 
Membership Benefits is the opportunity to have up to three pastoral counseling sessions with Rabbi Stern at no cost. 
Rabbi Stern is a Board Certif ied chaplain, offering pastoral counseling to individuals and groups. To learn more, or to 
make an appointment, call the off ice at  732-308-0055 or call Rabbi Stern directly and confidentially 
at  732-580-2569. 

WOULD YOU SHARE YOUR (JEWISH) WISDOM WITH US?                                                                                                                  
Temple Rodeph Torah invites you, our members, to share your wisdom with us by speaking at a Shabbat evening 
service. We will give you plenty of t ime to prepare and we will guide you along the way. 

Your topic should teach something that relates to Judaism, and which you feel will be of interest to the people 
attending the service. We hope you will draw on  your own life experiences: What have you learned from your life, or 
from a specif ic event in your life, and how could that be of value to others? If  you are interested in learning more 
about this opportunity, contact Rabbi Weber at 732-409-1268, or rebweb18@gmail.com.

EDNA COLEMAN ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND       
TRT offers scholarships to any student presently in the confirmation program or who has been confirmed, up through 
and including the summer after 12th grade.  Money in the Israel Scholarship Fund will be equally divided among all 
students traveling to Israel this summer on an approved youth Israel trip, not to exceed $1,000 per student.   
Requests for scholarship money should be in writ ing to the Education Committee.   Contact Ellen Finkelstein, at 
732-972-8624, or ellenstf@gmail.com for more information.  We appreciate the congregation's generosity in 
considering the Edna Coleman Israel Scholarship Fund when making a donation to the temple. 

SPECIAL SERVICES SPONSORSHIP        
Throughout the year, TRT hosts a variety of services with outside speakers or other unique aspects.  Several of these 
events are planned for the coming year, but we need help from the congregation to make these events possible.         
We are seeking special service sponsors. For $360, you can sponsor our Eat, Pray, Learn service,  Sacred Texting or 
Blessing of the Animals service, to name just a few examples. If  you are interested in sponsoring a service or learning 
more about other sponsorship opportunities, please contact the temple off ice at 732-308-0055. 

SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS WAITING TO JOIN TRT      
Did you know that most of our members joined because they knew someone who already belonged? Your invitation 
to a neighbor or friend to join you at a service is the best advertising we have. We are also happy to send our 
Newsletter to any interested family, but we can't do it until you tell us who they are. Call the temple off ice, at 
732-308-0055, and give us the names; we will take it from there. And if  they join (in any category other than 
Parent/Grandparent), and remain members for a minimum of six months, you get  a month?s dues f ree! Think about 
what your belonging to Rodeph Torah means to you, and help us reach out to others. (Besides, you can always use 
another driver for the carpool...) 

PLEASE HELP US HELP YOU                    
When scheduling a life-cycle event in which you would like either Rabbi Weber or Rabbi Stern to participate 
(weddings, namings, funerals, unveilings, etc.), please call them first. If  you set the time for such events without 
calling, it may be impossible for them to attend. Though a funeral overrides almost everything else, clearing the time 
in advance may save us from disrupting classes or programs already scheduled. We understand the stressful nature 
of such times in our lives, and with your help we can make them a litt le easier on everyone. If  you have any questions 
about l ife-cycle events, please feel free to call Rabbi Weber, at 732-409-1268 or Rabbi Stern, at 732-580-2569.

12
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TRT CLASSIFIEDS
Travel ing?  Contact TRT for recommendations to attend Shabbat services or other events at a synagogue near 
your destination.   

Got Tech Skil ls?  Join the TRT tech crew and help deliver the audio, visual and technological experiences 
throughout the year.   Must be 15 years or older.   Experience not required. 

Unwanted car?  Donate it to TRT for a tax deduction!  Call the temple off ice for instructions on how to donate to 
Miles Ahead Network.    

Need a mentor? Let TRT connect you! Contact the temple off ice at off ice@trt.org 

Do you have an event  coming up?  Rent the sanctuary at TRT! For information, call or email the off ice at 
(732)308-0055 or off ice@trt.org. 

Looking for a memorial  or commemorat ive opportunity?  Sponsor a project or program at TRT in honor of a 
loved one. Contact Rabbi Weber at rebweb18@gmail.com.

Advert ise with us!  The TRT newsletter is a great place to promote your business!   Contact Iris Schleifstein at 
i.schleifstein@gmail.com or 732-536-6117 or the temple off ice. 

News & Notes In Our Community  
DOES YOUR TEEN WANT TO LIVE AND STUDY IN ISRAEL? NOW'S THEIR CHANCE URJ Hel ler High School  in Israel  is 
offering a $1,000 discount to spend the semester with them! Learn more about the Reform Movement?s most 
intense, challenging and rewarding Jewish living and learning Israel experience for teens: hel lerhigh.org 

REFORM JUDAISM 101 IN THE 21ST CENTURY /  HOLIDAY RESOURCES Got questions about Judaism? Got friends 
with questions? Do you want ideas on how to live your Jewish life in your everyday reality? Or maybe you are 
looking for a special recipe? The Union for Reform Judaism has introduced www.reformjudaism.org as a one-stop 
resource for everything Jewish, including holidays, recipes, social justice, Jewish life and learning, blogs, Israel and 
much more. 

THE JEWISH PARENT PAGE Did you know that the URJ (Union for Reform Judaism) has many informative and 
interesting items on their website at urj.org? One of these, The Jewish Parent Page, informs and educates about the 
Jewish holidays and their customs. It includes blessings, historical background, recipes, family activit ies and other 
creative ways to celebrate the Jewish festivals. Go to www.urj.org/ learningforparents/parents/ . 

RJ.ORG: NEWS AND VIEWS OF REFORM JEWS Check out the new Reform Movement blog at www.RJ.org, which is a 
place to read facts, opposing opinions, calls to action and interesting tidbits from the greater Jewish world. New 
entries posted daily. 

INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM Learn the fundamentals of Jewish thought and practice in 16-20 weeks. This course is 
perfect for interfaith couples, non-Jews considering conversion, and Jews looking for an adult-level introduction. 
Visit www.reformjudaism.org/ intro for more information.   

CAN YOU SPARE TEN MINUTES A DAY? Thousands for people are now spending 10 minutes a day learning about 
Jewish life. Subscribe to receive an email, delivered directly to your inbox daily, offering a personal connection to a 
Jewish text, issue or topic, including insight on the week?s Torah portion, Israel, social justice and Jewish ethics. 
Visit www.reformjudaism.org/ ten for more info.

cont inued next  page
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ARE YOU GOING ON VACATION OUTSIDE OF THE U.S.A.? WANT TO SEE A REFORM CONGREGATION IN ANOTHER 
COUNTRY? How do you f ind your larger Progressive/Reform/Liberal family when traveling outside of North America? 
The process is dif ferent than what you f ind in North America, where synagogues and Jewish institutions in North 
America generally have an "open-door" policy and regularly welcome visitors. The best way is to have the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ) make the connection for you. There are two options available for your search. Several 
weeks in advance of your vacation, go to www.wupj.org/ f ind-a-community to search for WUPJ congregations. You will 
see a drop down for country and city, then you click on the search icon. If  there is a community in that location, it will 
appear, with the synagogue's website and contact email. Email the contact directly. It is suggested that people include 
their full name, Temple Rodeph Torah, Marlboro, NJ. Provide your travel dates, planned accommodations, when you 
would like to visit the congregation, the number of people in your party, and a way to contact you once you are there.  

There is also a new app, Find a Community, which will allow you to locate a congregation, get in contact with them 
about your trip and what you're looking for, and get directions when you get there. All of our aff il iated congregations 
are listed in the app, so you won't miss anything. Please note that some locations, including some major cities, do not 
contain congregations affiliated with the Progressive Jewish Movement. To download, go to www.wupj.org/app . 

News & Notes Cont'd

to Shirley Salkin, on the death of her cousin, Iris Bromberg
to Karen, Larry and Jay Goldstein, on the death of Karen?s cousin, Iris Bromberg                                    
to Saul, Deborah, Michael, Brooke and Steven Curtis, on the death of Saul's father, Sheldon Curtis
to Bernie, Marcia, Matt and Brian Sokal, on the death of Bernie's father, Leo Sokal

?Zichronam Livracha? ? M ay their memory be a blessing to all who knew them

Our Condolences

Please call the temple office if you know of any temple member who is ill, or who has been admitted to the hospital.
We want to visit and offer our help, but we cannot help unless we know about them!



16

15

Contributions
Bolender Leadership Development Fund        
Tmima and Eli Grinvald, in memory of Norman Sugarman,

father of Peter Sugarman
in honor of the birth of Dylan Elliot Lu, son of
Yang Lu and Danielle Green

Col lege Outreach Fund            
Amy Altenhaus and Ralph Mavis, for the yahrzeit of 

Ray Mavis           
Gregory Goldstein, for the yahrzeit of Inez Goldstein          
Wendye Goldstein, for the yahrzeit of Richard Lippman

Edna Coleman Israel  Scholarship Fund              
The Finkelstein family, for the yahrzeit of Jennie

Rosenhoch           
Laurie Kaufman, for the yahrzeit of Isaac Heller

Rabbis Weber and Stern Educat ional  Fund           
Phyllis and Craig Porter, for the yahrzeit of Elsa Mautner 
Gail, Matt, Shane and Alli Davis, for the yahrzeit of 

Chaja Janower           
Randye and Sandy Derris, Mazal Tov on the Bat Mitzvah of

Ava Friedman           
David Gronlund Jacob, in honor of the TRT Teachers

in honor of the Education Committee                  
Lois and Larry Benjamin, for the yahrzeit of Helen

Goodman Benjamin           
Marge and Jeff  Stevens, in honor of Rabbi Weber for 

off iciating at our grandson?s baby naming         
Joel Borshof, for the yahrzeit of Irving Borshof

General  Fund           
Sandy Goldstein, for the yahrzeit of Jack Waldman    
Robbin and Ron Manne, in honor of the birth of Aiden 

Scott Arnold, grandson of Lynn Michaels and 
Alan Burstein
in honor of the birth of Dylan Elliot Lu
for the yahrzeit of Nettie Douger
for the yahrzeit of Mark Cardullo              

Ron Manne, for the yahrzeit of Rose Manne
for the yahrzeit of Sheldon Manne            

Lynn Michaels and Alan Burstein, in honor of the birth of
our f irst grandchild, Aiden Scott Arnold           

Brian, Ellen, Corey, Orin and Michael Block, for the 
yahrzeit of Frances Friedman               

The Schwitz family, for the yahrzeit of Till ie Bayer
for the yahrzeit of Carlee Wines
for the yahrzeit of Alan Gardiner
for the yahrzeit of Jack Bayer
for the yahrzeit of Kenneth Schwitz           

Allan Silver, for the yahrzeit of Harry Silver
for the yahrzeit of Rose Silver         

Marge and Jeff  Stevens, in memory of Edgar Falk, brother 
of Don Falk, uncle of Susan Klass
in memory of Allen Levy?s mother
in honor of the birth of Dylan Elliot Lu

General  Fund cont 'd          
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper and family, for the yahrzeit of

Anne Cooper
for the yahrzeit of Elaine Landberg          

Susan Baron, for the yahrzeit of Sari Graber            
Mort Blumenthal, for the yahrzeit of Joyce Blumenthal  
Steven Goldstein, for the yahrzeit of Will iam Goldstein 
Joann and Les Friedeman, wishing Rabbi Shira Stern a 

quick recovery
for the yahrzeit of Mill i Friedeman          

David Gronlund Jacob, in honor of the Board of Directors  
Edward and Emilie Herzberg, for the yahrzeit of Hans 

Herzberg
for the yahrzeit of Herta Herzberg
for the yahrzeit of Molly Tauchner         

Henry and Phyllis Levenstein, for the yahrzeit of Leslie
Levenstein
for the yahrzeit of Blanche Akselrad               

Iris and Joel Schleifstein, in honor of the baby naming of
Isaac Jacob Stevens, grandson of Marge and 
Jeff  Stevens
for the yahrzeit of Richard Schleifstein           

Ellen and Neal Finkelstein, in honor of the birth of Dylan
Elliot Lu           

Ellen Finkelstein and family, for the yahrzeit of Elaine 
Landberg             

Igor and Lucy Rivil is, for the yahrzeit of Mikhail Rivil is  
Reita and Allen Silver, for the yahrzeit of Bernard

Gellerman        
Harvey Lieber, for the yahrzeit of Fritz Lieber

for the yahrzeit of Elsbeth Lieber
for the yahrzeit of Barbara Lieber             

Bob and Susan Dollinger, in honor of the birth of Dylan
Elliot Lu        

Heather and Anthony Miliote, for the yahrzeit of Louis 
Bush
for the yahrzeit of Roberta Bieber              

Eric Schoenholtz, for the yahrzeit of Leah Schoenholtz   
Andrea, Mitchell, Joshua and Brandon Gold, for the 

yahrzeit of Lester Just       
Michael Schoenholtz, for the yahrzeit of of Leah 

Schoenholtz

Helena Project  Fund       
Maurice Heitt, for the yahrzeit of Ruth Heidt              
The Heitt family, for the yahrzeit of Helena Heitt

Herzog Music Fund        
Arlene Reiter and Larry Moncher, in memory of Polla 

Timpanaro, mother of Michael Timpanaro          
Lois and Larry Benjamin, for the yahrzeit of Helen 

Goodman Benjamin             
Geri and Mike Kaplan and family, for the yahrzeit of Rose 

Brody             
Neal and Ellen Finkelstein and family, for the yahrzeit of 

Marian Finkelstein

cont inued next  page
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Hirsch/Rosen Memorial  Youth Fund          
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 

Ava Friedman              
TRT Board of Directors, Mazal tov on the birth of Dylan 

Elliot Lu

Landscaping Fund             
Bonnie and Peter Sugarman, in memory of Norman 

Sugarman, father of Peter Sugarman, 
grandfather of Daniel, Benjamin and Samuel 
Sugarman

Rabbi?s Discret ionary Fund        
Phyllis and Burt Krauss, in honor of their 60th wedding

anniversary
for the yahrzeit of Sarah Wechter            

John Masanoff, Maureen Masanoff, Lori and Kevin Daly,
in memory of Jules Masanoff and 
in appreciation of Rabbi Weber          

Sarah and Ira Rubin, for the yahrzeit of Sarah Rubin
for the yahrzeit of Sam Rubin
for the yahrzeit of Norman Kasendorf          

Sandy and Lizabeth Goldstein, for the yahrzeit of Ann 
Goldstein            

Herb and Trudy Beeber, for the yahrzeit of Abraham
Berkowitz           

Elyse and David Langner, for the yahrzeit of Samuel 
Amster       

Helene, Ira, Brett, Chad and Toni Kaplan, for the yahrzeit
of Bessie Rothman
for the yahrzeit of Dr. Sydney Parish            

Lynn and Jerry Sternberg, for the yahrzeit of Paul 
Sternberg
for the yahrzeit of Claire Sternberg

Social  Act ion Fund            
Lynn and Dave Fermaglich, for the yahrzeit of Sara 

Fermaglich
for the yahrzeit of Saul Fermaglich            

Matt Mester and family, for the yahrzeit of Gary Mester 
Phyllis and Craig Porter, for the yahrzeit of Pat Porter 
Regina Mester, for the yahrzeit of Gary Mester         
Bonnie and Peter Sugarman, in memory of Gerre Kaye 
Susan Blecker, for the yahrzeit of Rose Brody              
The Klug family, for the yahrzeit of George A. Hesslein

Spiritual  Enhancement Fund          
Susan Baron and family, for the yahrzeit of Bruce Baron 
Vivian and Stuart Aronow, for the yahrzeit of Morris Wind 
Miriam, Amanda and Jen Koppel, for the yahrzeit of Max 

Wortman          
Shirley Salkin, Ruth Salkin and Karen Goldstein & family, 

in memory of Iris Bromberg         
Sheila, Craig, Elissa and Scott Harris, for the yahrzeit of 

Jack Solomon

Temple Improvement and Beaut if icat ion Fund         
Rachel, Jeff , Erik, Jake and Emily Fleischman, for the 

yahrzeit of Edward Rosenblum
for the yahrzeit of Annette Rosenblum

Wil lner/Weinstein Educat ional  Endowment Fund    
Shelley and Marc Willner, in memory of Judy Schachar?s 

parents
for the yahrzeit of Robert Lev          

Susan and David Brown, for the yahrzeit of Michelle 
Friedman
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Contributions Cont'd

Cemetery Plots Available

A limited number of cemetery plots are stil l available in the Temple Rodeph Torah section at 
Beth Israel Cemetery in Woodbridge, NJ.

  The signif icantly discounted rates are available for pre-purchase or at t ime of need, but 
only through this offer. Contact the off ice today at (732) 308-0055 or email 

cemetery@trt.org for information.

I n H onor O f I n M emory O f
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These names will be included in the list of  yahrzeits on the Shabbat indicated. In addition, at our Friday evening service and Shabbat 
morning minyan, we will invite all those who wish to rise and say the name of the one(s) for whom they are saying Kaddish.

Shabbat  Observance 4/3 - 4/4
4/1 Henry Krakauer* father of Randall Krakauer
4/1 Esther Samuelson* mother of Susan Berman
4/2 Shirley Kozin mother of Myra Baskin
4/3 Rebecca Behar* grandmother of Barbara Chamoff
4/3 Dorothy Markowitz* wife of Milton Markowitz
4/3 David Janower father of Gail Davis
4/3 Sarah Marcus grandmother of Elyse Langner
4/4 Gussie Fischer* mother of Craig Fischer ?" ?
4/4 Susie Morin* grandmother of Bonnie Siegel
4/4 Pauline Nadboy* mother of Melodye Caretsky
4/4 Aaron Weisberg father of Karen Joseph
4/4 Olive Shaw* mother of Kathy Fischer

grandmother of Cari Luna and Joel Fischer

Shabbat  Observance 4/10 - 4/11
4/5 Joseph Akselrad* father of Phyllis Levenstein
4/5 Sydney Schwitz* father of Mark Schwitz
4/5 Sol Weber* father of Rabbi Don Weber
4/6 Joseph Caruso brother of Lawrence Caruso
4/6 Sheila Silverman mother of Jodi Zukoff
4/6 Aaron Wagner father of Lisa Schwartz
4/6 Minnie Weiss grandmother of Michael Kaplan
4/6 Manny Brudo* uncle of Cheryl Glasser
4/8 Lucille Sheier Weiniger sister of Sophi Weitz
4/8 Julie Weiniger brother-in-law of Sophi Weitz
4/9 Josef Wajngold father of David Wajngold
4/10 Robert Rosen husband of Anita Rosen-Bronfeld

father of Lawrence Rosen
4/11 Ellen Berrol* wife of Steven Berrol

member of Temple Rodeph Torah

Shabbat  Observance 4/17 - 4/18
4/12 Charlotte Goldberg* mother of Gerry Goldberg ?" ?
4/12 Helen Getnick mother of Marilyn Beutel
4/12 Bernard Youman uncle of Bonnie Friedland
4/12 Minnie Welkin* grandmother of Sheryl Cooper

and Ellen Finkelstein
4/13 Barbara Greenblatt* sister of Ed Russin
4/13 Blanche Kirnum* mother of Jody Feigenbaum
4/13 Ann Mednikoff grandmother of Laurie Kaufman
4/14 Harvey Friedgood* father of Alan Friedgood
4/14 Henry Ferber father of Norman Ferber
4/14 Dennis Berliner* father of Sherri Hiller
4/15 Norman Weinberg* brother-in-law of Linda Weinberg
4/15 Estelle Craig mother of Richard Craig
4/16 Sterling Hale cousin of Rabbi Shira Stern
4/16 Ceil Leifer* mother-in-law of Barry Barber

member of Temple Rodeph Torah
4/17 Lorraine Rosenberg* wife of Michael Rosenberg

mother of Barbara Sher
4/17 Stuart Gothelf uncle of Rabbi Don Weber
4/17 David Marcus uncle of Barbara Klein
4/18 Julia Rhodes friend of Marjorie Stevens
4/18 Gilbert Spritzer father of Marc Spritzer

Shabbat  Observance 4/24 - 4/25
4/19 Irving Falk* father of Ruth Kaufman
4/19 Morton Pomerantz* father of Nina Grossman
4/19 Rose Rosen* mother of Jeffrey Rosen
4/19 George Johnson father of Gabrielle Eichel

17
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Shabbat  Observance 4/24 - 4/25 cont 'd
4/19 Bernard Salkin* husband of Shirley Salkin

father of Karen Goldstein
4/20 Philip Glasser father of David Glasser
4/20 Hyman Menachem father of Ellen Kaufman
4/20 Niki Weber* mother of Rabbi Don Weber
4/20 Reuben Zweif ler* father of Susan Baron
4/21 Eva Garf ield grandmother of Saul Curtis
4/21 Shirley Lev aunt of Marc Willner
4/22 June Siegel* mother of Elaine Newman
4/22 Stanley Bauman husband of Frances Bauman
4/22 Harry Markowitz uncle of Ilene Fireman
4/22 Morris Weiss grandfather of Michael Kaplan
4/23 Anna Kaufman* aunt of Arthur Kaufman
4/23 Rachel Lustig* mother of Marsha Gross
4/23 Rosyln Orlofsky* mother of Ellen Berrol ?" ?
4/23 Leah Beizer grandmother of Suzanne Beizer
4/23 Marilyn Brief aunt of Michael Klass
4/23 Irving Margulis grandfather of Alan Kazin
4/23 Kate Sheier Friedman mother of Sophi Weitz
4/24 Bella Margulis grandmother of Alan Kazin
4/24 Janette Shindel* mother of Steven Kaufman
4/25 Charles Shaw* father of Kathy Fischer

grandfather of Cari Luna and Joel Fischer

Shabbat  Observance 5/1 - 5/2
4/26 Renaldo Sigismondi father of Maria Chesler
4/26 Jerome Mack* father of Marla Bucher
4/27 Nathan Fine* father of Morton Fine
4/27 Betty Shorr* mother of Brian Shorr

grandmother of Jodie Sherer
4/27 Allan Waldman brother-in-law of Sanford Goldstein
4/27 Harry Weinberger father of Will iam Weinberger
4/27 Morris Wiskin father of Jerry Wiskin
4/27 Charlotte Solomon* mother of Sheila Harris
4/28 Gloria Beigel aunt of Karen Goldstein
4/28 Irving Gladstein father of Beverly Stern
4/28 Hyman Trencher grandfather of Sheryl Cooper

and Ellen Finkelstein
4/28 Arlene Kurnit* mother of Jonathan Kurnit
4/29 Minnie Friedland mother of Lawrence Friedland
4/30 Rubin Gale* father of Francine Robby
4/30 Ruth Hills mother of Susan Goldman
4/30 Fannie Wiskin grandmother of Jerry Wiskin
5/1 Gerald Friedman father of Melanie Goldstein
5/1 Mario Maravent uncle of Miriam Koppel
5/1 Werner Blankenstein* husband of Eva Blankenstein

father of Vivian Feinstein
5/2 Helen Greco mother of Helen Goldstein
5/2 Sandy Jaffe sister-in-law of Carol Shangold
5/2 Louis Silverberg grandfather of Craig Porter
5/2 Abraham Goldman* father of Iris Schleifstein

Shabbat  Observance 5/8 - 5/9
5/3 Julian Altenhaus father of Amy Altenhaus
5/3 Herbert Schulman father of Andrea Goutter
5/5 Alice Harris* mother of Susan Pack
5/5 Gilbert Shorr* father of Brian Shorr

grandfather of Jodie Sherer
5/5 Benjamin Chancy father of Phyllis Solomon
5/5 Hyman Friedman father of Sophi Weitz
5/5 Florence Solomon mother-in-law of Phyllis Solomon
5/5 Shirley Weber grandmother of Lynn Sternberg
5/5 Miriam Barber* mother of Barry Barber
5/5 Bertram Neustadt * uncle of Jerry Wiskin
5/6 Max Heidt father of Maurice Heitt

Yahrzeits (cont'd)

cont inued next  page
18



20

?Yahrzeits (cont'd)
Shabbat  Observance 5/8 - 5/9 cont 'd

5/6 Jack Bucher* father of Marty Bucher
5/6 Rose Herzog* mother of Richard Herzog

member of Temple Rodeph Torah
5/6 Irv Klier* father of Bonnie Miller
5/7 Sadye Sellinger grandmother of Laurie Karmel
5/7 Bernard Bier* father of Laurie Bier-Kramer
5/7 Henry Klug* father of Ronald Klug
5/7 Louis Mitosky* father of Sophia Abramson
5/8 Lorraine Slomka* mother of Enid Brown ?" ?

mother of Carl Forman
5/8 Rose Mitchell great aunt of Louis Weiner
5/8 Jenny Rosen grandmother of Lawrence Rosen
5/9 Yetta Schulman* mother of Irene Ash
5/9 Genevieve Panconi mother of Pamela Brisman

Shabbat  Observance 5/15 - 5/16
5/10 William Sternberg* father of Jerry Sternberg
5/11 Raymond Zwyer* father of Beverly Azarchi
5/11 Eleanor Singer* mother of Leslie Rosenstock
5/12 Martin Klier uncle of Bonnie Miller
5/12 Jessie Needleman grandmother of Michael Goldman
5/12 Sheldon Rosenberg husband of Arlene Lieber
5/13 Murray Freilich* father of Nancy Gold
5/13 Bernard Chodos* father of Stephen Chodos
5/13 Florence Davis* mother-in-law of Gail Davis
5/13 William Goldberg* father of Roy Goldberg
5/14 Mary Kaplan grandmother of Michael Kaplan
5/14 Lois Harriet Moncher mother of Beth Moncher
5/14 Aaron Panken colleague and friend of Rabbi Don Weber

and Rabbi Shira Stern
5/15 Barbara Fischer* mother of Michael Fischer
5/15 Howard Beutel husband of Marilyn Beutel

member of Temple Rodeph Torah
5/15 Stephen Jacobson* brother of Jo-Ellen Landesman
5/16 Morris Bender grandfather of Wendye Goldstein

Shabbat  Observance 5/22 - 5/23
5/17 Sol Feigenbaum* father of Joel Feigenbaum
5/17 Fannie Quint* mother of Michael Quint ?" ?
5/17 Katherine Rybak mother of Margaret Yelenik
5/18 Ian Neil Komar husband of Lois Benjamin
5/18 Sidney Rothman* uncle of Marla Bucher
5/19 Iosef Smilovici grandfather of Josephine Paltin
5/20 Seymour Kleiner* father of Andrea Cariello
5/20 Bertha Wilson* aunt of Nina Grossman
5/20 Eleanor Caruso mother of Lawrence Caruso
5/21 Morris Friedman* father of Alan Friedman
5/22 Betty Colin* grandmother of David Levy
5/22 Melvin Aptaker father of Jeffrey Aptaker
5/23 Murray Buchalter* father of Donna Ponzo

Shabbat  Observance 5/29 - 5/30
5/24 Silda Kaufman* mother of Arthur Kaufman
5/24 Irving Schwartz* father of Andrea Shorr

grandfather of Jodie Sherer
5/24 Alvin Brenner* father of Claudia Schreiber
5/25 Bella Gilbert* mother of Janice Feldman
5/26 Irving Bizgia grandfather of Jeffrey Stevens
5/26 Sam Tabakman father of Mark Tabakman
5/27 Alma Loebel* mother of Morton Fine
5/27 Rita Dombroff mother of Susan Wien
5/27 Samuel Markowitz grandfather of Phyllis Levenstein

and Ilene Fireman
5/27 Daniel Harris* father of Joanne Sinsky
5/28 Joseph Albert father of Lois Benjamin
5/28 Frieda Broder mother of Barri Zukoff

19 cont inued next  page
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Shabbat  Observance 5/29 - 5/30 cont 'd
5/29 Edward Komar father-in-law of Lois Benjamin
5/29 Natalie Mautner mother of Phyllis Porter
5/29 Muriel Zweig aunt of Karen Goldstein
5/30 Leo Cranin* grandfather of Randy Cranin
5/30 Albert Goldberg* father of Gerry Goldberg ?" ?
5/30 Miriam Marcus mother of Joan Ho
5/30 Laura Brenner* sister of Claudia Schreiber
5/30 Joyce Goldberg* mother of Roy Goldberg

Shabbat  Observance 6/5 - 6/6
5/31 Edith Silverman* mother of Robert Silverman
5/31 Hilda Fleigel* mother of Helene Kaplan

20
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TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of  Western Monmouth

P.O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746

TEMPLE CONTRIBUTIONS FORM

______BOLENDER LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT FUND, to develop, enhance and encourage Jewish leadership

______CANTOR?S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Cantor for the benefit of the congregation*

______COLLEGE OUTREACH FUND, funding for programs to maintain contact with our college students                        

______EDNA COLEMAN ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND, provides f inancial assistance for youth trips to Israel

______RABBIS WEBER AND STERN EDUCATIONAL FUND, for the Jewish education of our children.

______GENERAL FUND, allows us to use your gif t where it is needed most

______GOLDBERGER FAMILY FUND for COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT - supports the many programs offered without charge to                   
the community 

______HELENA PROJECT FUND, to provide Shabbat meals for families in times of upset and dif f iculty

______HERZOG MUSIC FUND, for the musical needs of the congregation

______HIRSCH/ROSEN MEMORIAL YOUTH FUND, provides funding for youth programs

______LANDSCAPING FUND, for the purchase of trees, shrubs and f lowers to beautify our property

______LIBRARY FUND, for the purchase of books for our Library

______MEN?S CLUB TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of the Men?s Club

______MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND, dedicated completely to paying down the principal on our mortgage

______SPIRITUAL ENHANCEMENT FUND, provides funding for new and experimental services, programs and items devoted to           
 spiritual expression. This fund also covers prayer book dedications($54 minimum for each dedication)

______RABBI?S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Rabbi for the benefit of the congregation*

______SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of Sisterhood

______SOCIAL ACTION FUND, to support the Committee?s work of ?repairing the world?

______TEMPLE FACILITIES FUND, for the construction and maintenance of our home

______TEMPLE IMPROVEMENT and BEAUTIFICATION FUND, provides funds for improvements to the temple

______WILLNER/WEINSTEIN EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT FUND, provides interest income for the Religious School?s future 

***       TREE OF LIFE/MEMORIAL PLAQUES: To celebrate a special occasion by purchasing a leaf for the Tree of Life, or to honor               
the memory  of a loved one who has died, please call the temple off ice. A Dedication Form will be sent to you.

__________________________

 * Make checks payable to TRT-Rabbi?s Discretionary Fund or TRT-Cantor?s Discretionary Fund; all other funds payable to 
Temple Rodeph Torah. To donate online, go to www.trt.org and click on Donate.

    This donat ion is being made:

    In MEMORY of: ____________________________________________________________________

    In HONOR of: ____________________________________________________________________

    Donat ion made by:

    Name: _____________________________________________________________________

    Address: _____________________________________________________________________

    Acknowledgment to be sent  to the fol lowing: 

    Name: _____________________________________________________________________

    Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Contributions of any amount are welcomed, but there is an $18 minimum for each acknowledgment you wish sent.

Please refer all questions to our temple off ice, 732-308-0055.
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TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of  Western Monmouth

P.O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746 (Area Code 732)

Of f ice 308-0055  Rel igious School  308-3836

web site: www.trt .org email : of f ice@trt .org
Rabbi Donald A. Weber Off ice 409-1268 rebweb18@gmail.com

Home  972-2595

Cantor Rick Lawrence Home   734-417-7265 cantor.rick.lawrence@gmail.com

Rabbinic Associate Shira Stern 580-2569 ravshira@gmail.com

Temple Administrator Sheryl Cooper 308-0055 off ice@trt.org

Educator David Gronlund-Jacob 308-3836 rel.school@trt.org

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Tutor Marilyn Beutel 201-776-3766 mbeutel@optonline.net

President Tmima Grinvald 642-3938 tmimag@trt.org

Vice-President Jen Herzog                              917-364-9070                                     jenh330@gmail.com

Vice-President Andrea Kazin 673-7320 andreakaz@trt.org

Vice-President Dan Schleifstein 908-670-0478 daniel.schleifstein@piblaw.com 

Treasurer Lee Adasko 212-696-4600 Lee@bffa.com

Financial Secretary Denise Swartz 908- 692-8181                  swartz4some@hotmail.com

Recording Secretary Heather Miliote 462-1982 heathermiliote@yahoo.com

Corresponding Secretary Carol Shangold 252-6174 caroltema@me.com

Past-President Robbin Manne 547-9283 robbinm@trt.org

ARZA Marc Willner 536-4180 marcw18@aol.com

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Video Steve Cotter 598-2607 stevencotterestates@gmail.com

Building Grounds Mort Blumenthal 851-4785 mortandjoyce@gmail.com

College Outreach Marcia Borshof 972-1906 marlaza7@hotmail.com

Education Marge Stevens 308-0605 marge_stevens@verizon.net

Service Requirements Ira Silverman 677-3089 isilverman123@gmail.com

Finance Mike Esquenazi 252-8753 mesquenazi@brickmanre.com 

Fundraising Andrea Kazin 673-7320 andreakaz@trt.org

Judaica Shop Marcia Borshof 972-1906 marlaza7@hotmail.com

Library Heather Schleifstein 851-7124 HLM9@aol.com

Marketing Tmima Grinvald 642-3938 tmimag@gmail.com

Membership Jen Herzog                        917-364-9070                                      jenh330@gmail.com

Men's Club Eli Grinvald 908-415-4561 Eli.Grinvald@gmail.com

Newsletter Advertising Iris Schleifstein 536-6117 i.schleifstein@gmail.com

Newsletter 308-0055 trtnewsletter@gmail.com

Sisterhood Brooke Baron 757-6251 drbrookebaron@optonline.net
                 Sandra Esquenazi 252-8753 emmysmom@optonline.net

Technology Harvey Lieber 677-3257 harvey.lieber@gmail.com    

Volunteer Growth Juli Blumenthal 972-8404 juliblumenthal@gmail.com

Web Site Administrator Neal Finkelstein 972-8624 webadmin@trt.org

Worship Heather Miliote 462-1982 heathermiliote@yahoo.com

Youth Amanda Roy 917-238-7226 royamanda@gmail.com

       Youth Director 

Chaverim, Jr.& Sr. RTSY Shifra Malkin 908-642-6589 Shifra.Malkin@yahoo.com
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• Excellent Nurse to Patient Ratio
• Home Health Aide Support for Family
• Bereavement Support Monthly Meeting
•  Complementary Chicken Soup plus Harp 

and Massage therapies

Jewish Hospice Care

49 Veronica Ave., Suite 206
Somerset, NJ 08873

(732) 227-1212
www.SteinHospiceNJ.org

Serving Union, Middlesex,  
Somerset and Monmouth Counties

Accredited by the National Institute 
for Jewish Hospice

MARK GRAINER, D.D.S., P.A.

100 Campus Drive, Suite 202
Morganville, New Jersey 07751
(732) 972-2300

“After all, it’s not just a house, it’s your home.”

• Excellent Nurse to Patient Ratio
• Home Health Aide Support for Family
• Bereavement Support Monthly Meeting
•  Complementary Chicken Soup plus Harp 

and Massage therapies

Jewish Hospice Care

49 Veronica Ave., Suite 206
Somerset, NJ 08873

(732) 227-1212
www.SteinHospiceNJ.org

Serving Union, Middlesex,  
Somerset and Monmouth Counties

Accredited by the National Institute 
for Jewish Hospice

MARK GRAINER, D.D.S., P.A.

100 Campus Drive, Suite 202
Morganville, New Jersey 07751
(732) 972-2300

“After all, it’s not just a house, it’s your home.”

Buying or Selling a Home is
More Complex Than Ever!

PUT OUR EXPERTISE TO WORK FOR YOU!

Call, Text or E-mail

Tina Hoffman & Team
Re/Max Central

520 Route 9 North • Manalapan, NJ 07726

732-972-1935 direct
732-972-1000 x330 main

732-539-1997 cell
tinahoffman@realtor.com

www.mmpmanalapan.com

Invitations • Calligraphy • Favors • Centerpieces
Lounge Furniture • Sign-In-Boards • Pillows 

Candle Lighting Items & More

9 North Main Street•2nd floor
Marlboro, New Jersey 07746

732.617.7211
cindikaplin@gmail.com  •  simplyinvitationsnj.com

F A M I L Y  &  C O S M E T I C  D E N T I S T R Y





Helene & Ira Kaplan
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1988

“When Personal Service Is As Important As Price”
Cruise In Call Up Click On

191 Route 9 South
Between Rt. 520 & Union Hill Road

732.972.2444
800.284.2784

Open 24/7 on the web
www.cruiseholidaysnj.com

of Marlboro

PREFERRED TRAVEL PARTNER
FOR ALL THE TOP CRUISE LINES, HOTELS AND TOUR COMPANIES.

Cruise Holidays of Marlboro
is your one stop for all

your travel needs!

All-Inclusives, Hotels
Customized and Organized Land Tours

Over 30 years of experience
We bring you the same level of 5 star service

no matter if you book a vacation for land or sea.

Cruise and Cruise Tour Professionals

and personalized attention you have enjoyed,

Post Office Box 125 
Marlboro, NJ 07746
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