
 

 

 

Make Your Voice Heard in Israel Starting on January 21st 

The World Zionist Congress Elections 2020 

 

Dear Congregant,  

This is a critical time for our Reform Movement and an opportunity for you to have a significant role 

in strengthening the future of Reform Judaism in Israel. Your vote in the upcoming World Zionist 

Organizations can make a difference. Vote for our Reform Movement, our values, and our 

Israel.  

Every five years the Jewish world conducts elections to the World Zionist Organization (WZO), 

founded by Theodor Herzl in 1897. The WZO is the parliament of the Jewish people and a 

representative body in Israel to determine the allocation of funds by the Jewish Agency for Israel. 

Strength in this parliament translates into influence – and funding -- on issues affecting Jews in 

Israel and worldwide. Your vote gives you a voice on issues like religious pluralism, peace, and 

democracy in Israel.  We join with Israeli political parties to influence Israeli society in matters of 

Conversion, Marriage and Divorce, Religious Pluralism, Gender rights, and combating racism.  

This election is an opportunity for Reform Jews in North America to stand with our Movement in 

Israel. In the 2015 World Zionist Congress elections, a significant turnout for the Reform slate 

translated into financial and political resources for the Reform Movement and the work of the Israel 

Religious Action Center in Israel, allowing it to grow and flourish.   We need your vote, and 

thousands of others, to secure this progress. Join us to move our agenda forward.  

    

Why is this important? 

Vote for the Reform slate in the World Zionist Congress elections. The American delegation to the 

Congress is the largest single delegation from outside of Israel, with 145 delegates.  The reform Movement 

through ARZA (Reform Zionists of America) has the largest block with 54 delegates. The decisions of the 

Congress influence hundreds of millions of dollars in funding. Because the election is held every 5 years, the 

impact of the election could impact over $20 million for Reform institutions and program in Israel and the 

United States. In addition, the Congress will help determine the leadership of the Israeli national institutions, 

budgetary decisions, and policy in Israel and worldwide. 

 

What is ARZA? 

ARZA, the Association of Reform Zionists of America, is the Zionist arm and voice of the Reform 

Movement and an affiliate of the Union for Reform Judaism, serving 1.5 million Reform Jews in 

North America.  ARZA is the vehicle for the collective participation of American Reform Jews in 

the Israel engagement agenda with an emphasis on advocacy, travel, and Zionist education in 

North America. Our mission is to make Israel fundamental to the sacred lives and Jewish identity 

of Reform Jews. A Zionist organization, ARZA unconditionally supports Israel and champions 

activities that further Israel as a pluralistic, just, and democratic Jewish state.  ARZA is a proud 

member of ARZENU, the umbrella organization of Reform and Progressive Religious Zionists. 

ARZENU has constituent groups in fourteen countries and represents the interests of these 



groups and of Reform and Progressive Judaism worldwide in the governing bodies of the World 

Zionist Organization and in the Jewish Agency for Israel. 

How do I vote? 

• Voting takes place starting January 21, 2020- March 11, 2020. The instructions are listed at the 

end of this letter..                                                     

• All voting will be online and accessible by computer or mobile devise, we will also set up a 

computer at the Temple where you can vote.  It is a simple process and should take 60-90 

seconds.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

• The minimal fee of $7.50 is to cover the cost of the elections. This is not a charitable donation 

and goes to the company managing the vote.                                                   

• Up to 2 voters can use the same credit card to vote. 

• You can only vote once. 

 

Who is eligible to vote? 

In order to vote one needs to be: 

• 18 years of age and older by June 30, 2020 

• Self-identified as Jewish 

• Agree to the Jerusalem Program  

The Jerusalem Program is the platform of the World Zionist Organization. It does not favor any 

specific organizational or political platform. It does not encourage Settlement activity across the 

Green line and simply tries to espouse the central principles of Zionism today. We are asking all 

those who vote to simply acknowledge that this is the platform of the World Zionist Organization. 

• Agree to the processing fee. 

 
Interested in getting involved? Here are a few ways you can help our cause during the election: 

• Post on social media about the election using the campaign hashtag #VoteReformWZC. 

• Donate to the Union for Reform Judaism.  

• Spread the word! Encourage your family and friends to vote for the Reform Movement. 

 
It is crucial that each and every adult member in our congregation participates.  Only by growing 
the strength of the Reform Movement's voice in the World Zionist Election can we ultimately make 
progress on the issues we care about: religious freedom, equality, pluralism and more. By 
working together, we can achieve amazing things!  
 

If you have any questions, please email Marc Willner – marcw18@al.com 
 
B’Shalom 
Marc Willner 
ARZA/IRZC Board Member 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://donate.reformjudaism.org/give/222342/#!/donation/checkout
https://donate.reformjudaism.org/give/222342/#!/donation/checkout

