
Rabbi Donald Weber of Temple Rodeph
Torah, left, and David Levy, TRT CARES
chair, center, receive the Fain Award from
Mark Pelavin, associate director of the
Religious Action Center for Reform Judaism,
at the Consultation on Conscience in
Washington, DC.

Career counseling

Temple Rodeph Torah’s TRT Cares Career Counseling Group will offer free workshops, open to the public,
to assist individuals in job search strategies and personal presentation skills (improving resumes, interviews,
networking, and using social media in job searches).

Workshops will be offered on Thursdays, July 14, Sept. 8, and Nov. 10, 7:15-9 p.m. at the temple in
Marlboro.

RSVP is required; to reserve a place and for more information about volunteering or seeking help, contact
732-320-8287 or trtcares@gmail.com.

Marlboro synagogue CARES for
those in search of a job
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When Marlboro resident Marc Kempner lost his job last
August, one of the first phone calls he made was to TRT
CARES, a nonprofit community outreach program created by
Temple Rodeph Torah of Marlboro.

The program offers confidential, free services in the legal,
financial, mental health, real estate, and career counseling
areas. TRT CARES operates from a central hotline, which is
answered around the clock every day except Shabbat.

Each trained volunteer takes calls on the TRT CARES cell
phone, which is passed like a baton from volunteer to
volunteer for their two-week shifts.

During his job search, Kempner was assigned to volunteer Jeff
Golove of Marlboro, a managing director of an executive
search firm. During weekly sessions, Golove helped Kempner

refine his resume and come up with a job search strategy.

“He helped me get focused and stay focused. I hadn’t looked for a job in more than 15 years, so the techniques
are much different today,” said Kempner, who is married with three children. “I used to refer to Jeff as my
guardian angel because it seemed like whenever I was having a down day, Jeff would call and motivate me. The
TRT CARES volunteers are so warm and giving; it’s just indescribable.”

Six months after his first call to the hotline, Kempner found a job as a logistics manager, he told NJJN.
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Kempner is one of hundreds of people who have turned to TRT CARES for help in the more than two years it
has been operating.

The program recently was awarded the Irving J. Fain Award for Outstanding Synagogue Social Action
Programming, the highest honor available to congregations within the Reform movement. The award was
presented in Washington, DC, in early May.

TRT CARES was launched during a 2008 Rosh Hashana sermon by TRT’s religious leader, Rabbi Donald
Weber.

“The financial crisis had hit, and we realized we had so many people in our community with the skills to help
others,” Weber told NJJN. “We thought it was time to do something and not just sit and wring our hands and
lament over the situation.”

By Yom Kippur, about 130 people had come forward to express interest in getting involved. Among them were
David Levy of Middletown, who now chairs the program, and Michael Klass of Morganville, who runs the
career counseling division. Only six months after an executive board was formed, TRT CARES had successfully
closed 137 cases. “Several of the people who were helped are now volunteering with the organization in order to
‘pay it forward,’” Levy said.

“When we see the results of people getting interviews and job offers, it makes it all worthwhile,” Klass said.
“We’ve been blessed with some outstanding career counseling professionals, and our clients have taken away
some useful skills.”

“As a Jew I feel a responsibility to give back to the community,” Levy said. “Social action is a very important
part of the Reform movement and TRT.”

Jill Garbi moved with her family from Oakhurst to central Israel in July 2012. Before making aliya, she was an
NJJN contributing writer.
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