
 

O 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

“EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED 
TO KNOW ABOUT JUDAISM, Session 
2 – November 1 
 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CLOSED –  
November 5-8 
 
3rd AND 4th GRADE DINNER & 
SHABBAT SERVICE – November 20 
 
HANUKKAH BOUTIQUE –  
November 22 
 
THANKSGIVING VACATION –  
November 25-29 
 
COMEDY NIGHT – December 5 (RSVP 
due by November 30) 
 
HIGH HOLIDAY SERMONS ARE 
AVAILABLE ONLINE – 
www.trt.org/highholidays.php 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Rabbi Weber: 

 
n Rosh Hashanah I spoke about how diffi-
cult it is to pray – how prayer requires cou-
rage, and how no one ever told us that. If 
you would like to hear that sermon you can 
find it under “Worship” on the temple web 

web site – www.trt.org.  
 
When I came home on Rosh Hashanah day I opened the New 
York Times Magazine and found… an article on prayer! In it was 
a quote from my colleague, Rabbi Marc Gellman of Dix Hills, 
NY. Rabbi Gellman said, “There is no prayer harder than subur-
ban Jewish prayer.” He explained, just as I had in my sermon, that 
we suburban Jews are so self-conscious – so worried about what 
others think of us – that we find it terribly difficult to let go and 
pray. But if we don’t let go, we can’t pray. 
 
I said that real prayer takes the courage to stop worrying about 
what people think of us, but even during that sermon, with 
hundreds of people trying to let go and pray, I could tell it was 
really hard. It will only be harder on a regular Shabbat, with 
people who did not hear that sermon – other temple members, 
neighbors, guests. What would happen if someone just spon-
taneously burst out in prayer – real prayer? 
 
What if you were suddenly overcome with joy at something 
that happened in the world – a birth, an achievement, a beautiful sunset, autumn leaves, whatever might turn you 
on to God’s glory – and you suddenly blurted out, “How magnificent are Your works, Adonai!”? Or if you felt 
that more than anything in the world you needed God’s help right then, at that moment, and you pleaded, 
“Please, God, answer me.”? Cantor Alexander and I would respond with “Amen,” but what about the others? 
They would probably be shocked. 

continued next page 
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My question is, so what? What would really happen if you shocked the other worshippers – the other people who at 
least said they were there to pray? Would people think you are strange? Possibly, but that isn’t the worst thing in the 
world. Would they accuse you of being different? That could happen, too, but do we really want to be known as 
complete conformists in our lives? They might think you are a mystic, or a deeply spiritual person – even if you had 
just that one moment of overwhelming emotion which led you to… pray. 
 
Cantor Alexander and I are working to create something we can say or do at the beginning of each service, which 
would give you – give everyone – permission to pray during our prayers. A sort of demilitarized zone, a safe zone, a 
judgment-free zone, where we can each express what is in our hearts without fear of embarrassment. This is difficult 
to do anywhere, but as Rabbi Gellman noted, it is especially difficult in a suburban Jewish temple. But we are going 
to try, anyway. And we would appreciate your help. 
 
If you hear a prayer somewhere, and that prayer actually helps you to pray, please share it with us. If we can, we will 
include it in our service. If you hear a melody which lifts your soul to the point where you are carried away by it, 
please share that with us, too, so we can try it out. Prayerbooks are always best-guesses about which prayers work, 
and they are always someone else’s words. If you find words or music which move you, please let us try them out on 
others, too. 
 
The second thing you can do to help is to support people when they try to pray. If someone sitting near you gets car-
ried away with a prayer, smile at them! Not that piteous, “I’m-so-sorry-you-can’t-control-yourself” smile, but a smile 
which shows support and even admiration. Yes, it takes courage to pray, but it takes even more courage to face the 
people around you after you pray. So help them feel they did good. 
 
Finally, as I said in the sermon, everyone feels better praying if they are not praying alone. From B’nai Jeshurun in 
New York City, to Kol HaNeshama in Jerusalem, to the Chapel on the Hill at Camp Harlam, it is easier for people to 
pray among people who really pray. If we could develop a core of, say, 20 people who come to services regularly and 
use the time to reach for God, we would be well on our way to making it possible for newcomers to join in, too.  
 
Self-consciousness kills prayer. Our rabbis understood this 2,000 years ago when they noted that we all worry much 
more about what our neighbors think of us than we do about what God thinks of us. But in every generation there 
have been people who stopped worrying about how they looked and thought only of what they want to say to God. 
Those people show us the possibility of prayer.  
 
Please join us on any Shabbat, any Jewish holiday, as we explore the possibility of prayer. 
 
          Shalom, 
          Rabbi Don Weber 
© 2009, Temple Rodeph Torah 
 
TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH NEWS is published monthly, except bi-monthly during June through September, 
by Temple Rodeph Torah, PO Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746. It is mailed without charge to member families 
and others who have requested to be on our mailing list. 
 

Temple Rodeph Torah is a member of the Union for Reform Judaism, 
and a Partner Congregation of Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger 

Recognized as an ACCESSIBLE CONGREGATION by the National Organization on Disability. 
 

Pass It Around! We invite you to share this Newsletter with family, friends and neighbors. 
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We warmly welcome the newest members of Temple Rodeph Torah: 
Beverly and Kurt Weiss 
Jennifer and Gary Rosenzweig and their children, Dylan, Aidan, Jordyn, Emily and Devan 
Tali Deutsch and her children, Jonathan, Danielle and Ariel   

 

Notes from the Cantor 

Continuing last month’s theme and Rabbi Stern’s Rosh Hashanah sermon, I would like to 
introduce you to some more of my favorite sayings from Pirkei Avot and the inspirational 
texts to our musical musar curriculum this year.  After the balancing text of Im Ein Ani Li 
Mi Li, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me?” discussed in the October newsletter, 
I think my second favorite saying is: 
 
Pirkei Avot 4:1  
Ben Zoma said, “Who is wise? One who learns from everyone... Who is mighty? One who subdues one’s own 
passions... Who is rich? One who rejoices in their portion...” 

 

  
Here in America, we spend a great deal of time learning about being the best.  Whether it’s reality TV like “America’s 
Next Top Model” or “American Idol,” or sports competitions and championships like the World Series and the Super 
Bowl, it is hard to imagine growing up without a sense of striving to be the best, and anything less is failure.  This is 
part of the heartbeat of our system. It makes us work hard and expect rewards for a job well done.  This is part of what 
makes the “American Dream” a possibility, and what helps drive us to try to make the world a better place, whether 
through acts of tzedakah, lobbying our elected officials, or public community organizing.  All these wonderful things 
are driven by our belief in being the best and being part of the best.   
 
But there are some negatives to trying to be best at everything. For starters, it leads to trying to “keep up with 
the Joneses” and who can outspend whom. It leads to feeling inadequate for being who you are if who you are 
doesn’t fit the others’ view of “the best.” It diminishes the value of less glamorous jobs and the people who feed 
their families with those jobs. Pirkei Avot helps us to focus on what is important. If we stopped striving to do 
our personal best and be part of something which is the best, we would lose a lot of amazing parts of American 
culture, as well as important American employers who can only keep their doors open by continually striving to 
do better. We must strive to balance the good aspirations with the negative ones.  
 
“Who is rich? One who rejoices in their portion.” Not someone with millions of dollars, for although that person 
indeed has a lot of money, I doubt that they are happy. They may fear losing it all (especially in this market); 
they may fear that people only like them for their money, not for who they are; they may not have intimate rela-
tionships for the time they spend working for their money; they may always be looking for the next score, or the 
next marker which matches them to someone even richer. It may be hard to believe it’s possible to be unhappy 
with all that money. Most of us had more money and more job security a year and a half ago than we do now: 
but I ask you, were you happier then? Did you feel that life was more fulfilling? Did you feel richer? My guess 
is that many of us felt like it wasn’t enough, like we needed to work harder and earn more. The lucky among 
you perhaps felt like you had enough to afford the necessities, and what made you happy and rich was time 
spent with your family and friends; having the freedom to take time for a game of golf, or to go to a meal with 
your friend, or to risk it in pursuit of a dream; to know that you and your loved ones are healthy, or that you are 
spending quality time with those who are not. These acts of connection are what make us happy. So, let us strive 
to be the best at rejoicing in what we have, and then we will truly be rich.   
 
We will continue the exploration of Eize-hu…? Who is…? in future articles.  

Shalom,  
Cantor Joanna Alexander  
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From the Desk of Rabbi Stern, Dmin., BCC 
 
Mussar: The Study of Jewish Values #2 
  
“It is the work of a lifetime. And that’s why you were given a lifetime in which to do it.”—Rabbi Simcha Zissel 
Ziv  
 
Dan L’Chaf Zechut:  “Judge according to what is deserved,” which is the literal translation, becomes “give the 
benefit of the doubt.” In simplest terms, don’t jump to conclusions or suspect someone before you have all the 
appropriate information. We sometimes do it inadvertently, as when we assume that a story we are told about a 
friend is true, regardless of the truth. We do it when we gossip about people, allowing each telling of the juicy 
piece of news to be embellished. We do it when we think we understand someone when we only have a superfi-
cial relationship with the person. 
  
1. Torah text: (Genesis 45:1-7)  
When Joseph sees his brothers for the first time in years, the very same brothers who hated him enough to throw 
him into a pit and then sell him into slavery, he responds: “Do not be worried or angry with yourselves because 
you sold me into slavery; the purpose was to save life … God sent me ahead of you to make sure you survived 
on earth and to save your lives in a remarkable deliverance.”  
Question for discussion: Do his brothers deserve Joseph’s benefit of the doubt?  
 
2. Rabbinic text: (Pirkei Avot 2:5)   
Hillel said: Judge not your fellow until you have been in that person’s place.  
Question: When someone complains, we often respond, “I know exactly how you feel,” when in fact, we may 
not have a clue about the other person’s experience. What might be a better way of responding?  
 
3. Post-Rabbinic text: (Derekh Emunah Umaaseh Rav, Warsaw, 1898)  
The Baal Shem Tov said: “From the biblical commandment to love your fellow person as your self – v’ahavta 
lereyachah kamocha -, we learn the Talmudic virtue to judge your fellow person on the scale of merit. Since you 
always find excuses for your own misdeeds, make excuses for your fellow person.”  
Question: How easy is it for us to give ourselves a break and how hard is it to give that same “wiggle room” to 
a friend who has hurt us?  
 
When you discuss this with one another, be kind when you listen to each other’s answers; if the answers are 
honest, they are not always easy to hear and not easy to say, but well worth the conversation!   Let me know 
how this goes. 
 

Shalom, 
  Rabbi Shira Stern 
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REPORT FROM A R.A.C. INTERN 
 

Ariel Bucher, temple member, was a participant in the Religious Action Center of Reform Juda-
ism’s Machon Kaplan summer program for college students.  
 
Machon Kaplan is a unique summer work/study internship program for undergraduate students from college 
campuses across North America interested in Judaism and social justice. Based in Washington, D.C. at the Reli-
gious Action Center, it provides students with a meaningful internship dealing with social justice issues; the op-
portunity to engage in academic study that relates to their internships; and, a community of like-minded students 
to share the experience together in a group living atmosphere.  
 
Ariel is a student at Rutgers University and interned at the Coalition to Stop Gun Violence. She wrote the fol-
lowing blog post for the Religious Action Center’s web site.   
 

"Endless and Inevitable?" Stopping the Cycle of Gun Violence 
  
My six weeks in Washington, D.C. flew by in a series of firsts. For example, I rose at 5:15 a.m. to stand in line 
to witness the Supreme Court in action for the first time. I dressed business casual and worked in an office for 
the first time. I went food shopping and cooked meals, networked, and experienced city life for the first time. 
Most significantly, I received a nearly daily dose of Reform Judaism and social action for the first time. As a 
Jewish Studies and Political Science major, I chose to participate in Machon Kaplan because it seemed custom-
tailored to fit my interests, and I've always liked spending time with Reform Jews. I was more than happy to 
come down to D.C. with an open mind and a willingness to experience all of these new things.   
  
I fully immersed myself in an important issue and actively tried to change the status quo. Working at 
the Coalition to Stop Gun Violence exposed me to many stories of senseless and devastating gun violence, in-
cluding the recent shooting at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Jewish tradition emphasizes the 
sanctity and value of human life, and teaches us that - b'tzelem elohim. These principles demand that we actively 
pursue prudent gun regulation and advocate for gun violence prevention. I feel very strongly about this issue be-
cause one instance of gun violence can instantaneously shatter so many lives. As an enlightened and progressive 
society, we should not accept that the cycle of gun violence is endless and inevitable.   
 
A key issue that I worked on is fighting to close the Gun Show Loophole. In 33 states, private individuals who 
sell firearms at gun shows are not required to conduct background checks on purchasers. "The Gun Show Back-
ground Check Act of 2009", H.R. 2324 and S. 843, was introduced to close this loophole. It is unconscionable 
that two out of every five guns sold in the United States change hands without a background check, thereby giv-
ing unfettered gun access to those who are prohibited from purchasing guns by federal law, such as criminals 
and the mentally ill. I'd like to encourage everyone to urge your Senators and Representatives to co-sponsor this 
important legislation.   
  
My experiences as a Machon Kaplan participant will have a lasting influence on me as I explore my career op-
tions and my passion for social justice in the future. The Religious Action Center is working hard to ensure that 
Reform Jewish interests on key issues are represented in our nation’s capital, and it is essential for the Temple 
Rodeph Torah community and other Reform congregations and individuals to stay informed about their impor-
tant work.  
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Friday, 11/6   - Family Shabbat Service – 6:30 p.m. 

 Birthday Blessings for November; Candle Lighting 4:29 p.m. 
    Service led by Student Rabbi Heather Borshof 
 
Saturday, 11/7  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group 
 
Friday, 11/13  - Shabbat Services: 
    7:00 p.m. – “Very Young People’s Shabbat” (20 minutes, for pre-readers) 
    8:00 p.m. – Service featuring the music of accompanist Justin Ryan 
    Sermon: “Moving Forward, Not Backward” 
    Candle Lighting 4:22 p.m. 
 
Saturday, 11/14  - Shabbat Morning Services – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 
    Bat Mitzvah: Joy Mizrahi 
 
Friday, 11/20  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. Special musical rock Shabbat with our Ruach!  
    Band 
    Sermon: “Living Waters” 
    Our 3rd and 4th Grade Religious School Students will participate in  
    tonight’s service 
    Candle Lighting 4:17 p.m. 
 
Saturday, 11/21  - Shabbat Morning Services – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 
    Bar Mitzvah: Joshua Eichel 
 
Friday, 11/27  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. 
    Sermon: “The Eternal Power of Sukkot” 
     Anniversary Blessings for November; Candle Lighting 4:13 p.m. 
 
Saturday, 11/28  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 
 
Please call the temple office if you know of any temple member who is ill, or who has been admitted to the hos-

pital. We want to visit and offer our help, but we cannot help unless we know about them! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
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I’d like to welcome our newest members of the Temple Rodeph Torah Family.  It was nice to see so many of 
you at the High Holy Day services and at the New Member Shabbat Service and Dessert Party.  If you were not 
able to attend the New Member Shabbat Service and receive your prayerbook, please feel free to stop by the 
temple office between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., Monday through Friday and the office staff will be happy 
to assist you.  If this is not convenient for you, please call the office at 732-308-0055 and they will be happy to 
make other arrangements.  
 
Please be sure to tell your friends and family how happy you are here at Temple Rodeph Torah! We have pro-
grams of interest for everyone including Sisterhood, Men’s Club, Women’s Spirituality Group, Social Action, 
and Prime Timers Group, just to name a few.  If you refer a friend, you receive one month’s free dues.  Your 
parents and grandparents can join the temple at discount prices if you are a Full or Senior Member.  The dues 
are $180.00 for a couple or $90.00 for a single to join.  Now whole families can worship, study, and socialize 
together!  If you know anyone who is interested in joining the temple, please contact me at 732-308-0055, or 
mmack59@aol.com. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to all! 
           Marla Bucher 

 
 

 
 
This month we will be sponsoring our annual Thanksgiving Food Drive.  We applaud you for your overwhelming re-
sponse to the needs of the hungry on our High Holiday food appeal.  Temple Rodeph Torah nearly filled the large 
truck supplied by the Food Bank and returned it with 8,643 pounds of food!  As this newsletter goes to print, we are 
still confirming the date, but one Sunday in November we will need your help at a local supermarket.  We will be 
asking shoppers to make an extra purchase to donate to the Food Bank of Monmouth County.  If you are available to 
“work” a two-hour shift at the entrance of the store, please contact Bill Fireman, at 732-972-2572.  
 
We appreciate the support you showed on Mitzvah Day by contributing to our special collection of snack items 
for our troop.  We ask that you continue to bring your regular contributions to the new collection bins in the 
atrium. Also, as always, we need your time on any Sunday afternoon to assist with the serving of lunch at the St. 
Augustine Soup Kitchen in Asbury Park.  Please contact Andrea Kazin, at SUMBODYNNJ@aol.com, or 732-
946-3535 to schedule a date.  
 
Please join the Social Action Committee on Wednesday, November 18, at 7:00 p.m. for our next meeting.  We 
would like your ideas to plan spring projects.  
 

Mindy Krull and Shari Canell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL ACTION

MEMBERSHIP 
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Torah Today 
A Brief Summary of Each Week’s Torah Portion 

 
Shabbat 10/22-23 Parashat Vayera, Genesis 18:1-22:24  Summary by Sheryl Cooper 

God promises a son to Abraham and Sarah. God plans to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham con-
vinces God not to destroy it if there are at least 10 innocent people there. God destroys the city but saves 
Lot and his family. Lot’s wife is turned into a pillar of salt because she disobeys God. Isaac is born to 
Abraham and Sarah. God tests Abraham by telling him to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. He obeys, but an an-
gel stops him. Since Abraham obeys God he is blessed and told his descendants will be as numerous as 
the stars of the heavens and sands on the seashore.   
 

Shabbat 10/29  Parashat Chayei Sarah, Genesis 23:1-25:18 Summary by Helene Cooper 
Sarah dies at 127 years of age. Abraham purchases a cave and lands at Machpelah for her burial place. 
Abraham later sends a servant to seek a wife for Isaac. In Nahor the servant meets Rebekkah who con-
sents to marry Isaac. Abraham marries Keturah and has six more sons. Abraham dies at the age of 175. 
Isaac and Ishmael bury him beside Sarah. Ishmael sires 12 sons and lives 137 years. 

 
Shabbat 11/4-5  Parashat Toledot, Genesis 25:19-28:9  Summary by Mark J. Schwitz 

Isaac, at age 40, marries Rebekkah. When Isaac is 60, Rebekkah conceives twins, who struggle in her 
womb. Esau, the other brother, is an outdoorsman. Jacob, the younger brother, stays more at home. 
Esau, returning desperately hungry from the outdoors, trades his birthright to Jacob for some lentil stew. 
Later, Jacob, disguised as Esau, receives his father’s blessing. Esau, angry at Jacob, leaves home to 
marry a Hittite woman. Jacob, having both the birthright and his father’s blessing, is sent to find a wife. 
 

Shabbat 11/11-12 Parashat Vayetze, Genesis 28:10-32:3  Summary by Nina Grossman 
Jacob leaves Beer-sheba. On route to Haran, he has his famous dream of a stairway from ground to sky, 
with angels of God climbing up and down. God gives the land he is lying on to Jacob and his numerous 
descendants, and promises to protect him. Upon arrival in his Uncle Laban’s territory, he falls in love 
with Laban’s younger daughter, Rachel. Jacob works for seven years to marry her, is tricked by Laban 
into marrying older daughter Leah first, and working another seven years to marry Rachel. Jacob works 
another six years to earn his own livestock, then is “free” to go back to Canaan with his wives, 11 sons, 
one daughter, and the livestock.  

 
 
 
 
SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS WAITING TO JOIN TRT 
Did you know that most of our members joined because they knew someone who already belonged? Your invitation to 
a neighbor or friend to join you at a service is the best advertising we have. We are also happy to send our Newsletter 
to any interested family, but we can't do it until you tell us who they are. Call Marla Bucher, our Membership Chair-
person, at 732-972-7307, and give her the names; she will take it from there. Think about what your belonging to Ro-
deph Torah means to you, and help us reach out to others. (Besides, you can always use another driver for the car-
pool...)  
 
PLEASE HELP US HELP YOU 
When scheduling a life-cycle event in which you would like either Rabbi Weber or Cantor Alexander to participate 
(weddings, namings, funerals, unveilings, etc.), please call them first. If you set the time for such events without call-
ing, it may be impossible for them to attend. Though a funeral overrides almost everything else, clearing the time in 
advance may save us from disrupting classes or programs already scheduled. 

 

NEWS AND NOTES
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We understand the stressful nature of such times in our lives, and with your help we can make them a little easier on 
everyone. 
 
If you have any questions about life-cycle events, please feel free to call Rabbi Weber, at 732-409-1268, or Cantor 
Alexander, at 732-308-2311. 
 
WHY YOU SHOULD ADVERTISE IN OUR NEWSLETTER 
Right now you are reading our temple newsletter. Every day of every month, temple members (and the temple) pur-
chase products and services from non-temple members when those same products and services are offered by temple 
members. Why? Because we don't know what business you are in. All things being equal, wouldn't you rather buy 
from a temple member? So would we! So, let us know who you are and what your product or service is, and we'll look 
forward to doing business with you! For further information, please contact the office, at 732-308-0055. 
 
 

 
RESULTS OF OUR YOM KIPPUR FOOD DRIVE 
We received a call from the Food Bank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties, thanking us for our Yom Kippur 
food drive. The total you donated was 8,643 pounds of food – more than 4 tons! 
 
On behalf of all the people whose lives will be a little easier because of your thoughtfulness, thank you. 
 
The Social Action Committee would like to thank Nicole Dickerman, Amanda Goldberg, Jacob Persily, Marissa 
Krull, Brandon Russo, Sarah Richman, Joel Richman, Bonnie Miller, Andrea Kazin, Sam Skran, Jason Fein-
berg, Holly Neugass, Cole Abramson, Scott Weinberger and Meri Weiner for their help in filling the bags we 
distribute to the congregation at the High Holiday Services.  You were an amazing team, and with the additional 
flyers we had this year, we could not have done it without you. 
 
The Worship Comittee thanks the volunteers who set up the auditorium at Marlboro H.S. for High Holiday ser-
vices: Neal Finkelstein, Phil Fischer, Howie Gandelman, Gil Hershman, Matt Jacobson, Jacob Persily, Stu 
Schlem, Les Schubert and Vikki Schubert. 
 

You are Cordially Invited 
 
With great pride and love, we invite you to share a special day in our lives when our daughter and sister, Joy 
Sarah Mizrahi, is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, November 14, 2009, at 10:00 a.m. Please 
join us for the oneg following services.   

Pamela, Samuel and Michael Mizrahi 
 
On this special day of love and tradition, we invite you to share in our happiness when our son and brother, Jo-
shua, is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, November 21, 2009, at 10:00 a.m. Please join us for 
the oneg following the service. 

Gabrielle, Richard and Matthew Eichel 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HONORABLE MENSCHEN
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CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZAL TOV 
to Hayley Derris, daughter of Randye and Sandy Derris, on her marriage to Mr. Brian Levenson 
to Marta and Fabio Berkowicz on the birth of their grandchildren, Drew Michael and Alexandra  
      Paige Berkowicz 
 
Do you have a simcha in your family — an engagement, promotion or academic award? Please call the tem-

ple office and tell us, so we can tell the world for you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUR CONDOLENCES 
to Gregory, Wendye, Rachel and Carly Goldstein, on the loss of Greg’s father, Harold Goldstein 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMINDER –  
All newsletter submissions should be sent to: 

    trtnewsletter@gmail.com 
 

Any questions concerning the newsletter should be directed 
to Sara Levenstein at the above e-mail address or to the temple  

office. Please remember that all articles must be sent in by the first
of the preceding month. 
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Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Warren Brumel and family, for the yahrzeit of  

Ralph Brumel 
Jack Kirschenbaum and family 
Dan and Lenore Mass, in support of the 

URJ-Biennial and the music of TRT 
 
College Outreach Fund 
Phyllis and Craig Porter, for the yahrzeit of 

Samuel Mautner 
Lynn and Steve Chodos, in honor of the 
 marriage of Haley Derris and  
 Brian Levenson 
 in memory of  Eleanor Caruso 
Jill, Shelly, Jessica and Jason Golden, in 
 memory of Harold Goldstein,  
 father of Greg Goldstein 
 
General Fund 
Jed Zaitz, for the yahrzeit of Lillian Zaitz 
Gabrielle, Richard, Josh and Matt Eichel, 

for the yahrzeit of Charles Eichel 
The Schleifstein family, for the yahrzeit of 

Frances Goldman 
The Kalmus family, for the yahrzeit of 
 Stanley Kalmus 
Irwin Misshula, for the yahrzeit of 
 Hyman Misshula 
Susan and Bruce Baron, for the yahrzeit of 
 Joan Baron 
Judy and Mitch Spiegel, for the yahrzeit of 
 Michael Spiegel 
Burt Krauss, for the yahrzeit of Rose Krauss 
Arlene, Mark, Danielle and Erica Goldberg, 
 for the yahrzeit of Sid Sklar 
Wendye, Stephen and Dylan Weinstein, for the 
 yahrzeit of Arnold Eigen 
Bonnie, Joel, Rebecca, Brandon, Mona and  
 Rachel Russo, for the yahrzeit of 
 Abraham Russo 
Sheryl, Bruce, Jonathan and Michelle Cooper, 
 for the yahrzeit of Jules Cooper 
Zalma Gelber, for the yahrzeit of Simon Albert 
Jodi, Louis, Brittany, Justin and Corey Feld, for  

the yahrzeit of  Charlotte Feld 
Jack Kirschenbaum, in appreciation of 
 Sheryl Cooper, Geri Kaplan and staff 

 
 

 
Helena Project Fund 
David Wajngold, for the yahrzeit of  

Rachel Wajngold 
 
Herzog Music Fund 
Geri, Mike, Jared and Dana Kaplan, for the  
 yahrzeit of Simon Alpert 
 
Library Fund 
Una and Ken Tedoff, in honor of the marriage 

of Evan Perlman and Amanda Cohn 
 
Mortgage Reduction Fund 
Marsha and Steve Koster, in honor of the birth 

of Jaeden Myrna Nussbaum 
 
Prayerbook Fund 
Sheila, Elissa, and Craig Harris, for the yahrzeit  

of Stewart Harris 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Aida Workman, in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of  
 her grandson, Jesse Persily 
Helene and Ira Kaplan, in honor of the  
 engagement of their son, Brett, to  
 Ms. Sabrina Konvitz 
Suzie, Gil, Aaron and Hope Hershman, with  
 wishes for a happy and healthy  
 New Year 
Mindy and Marissa Krull, in memory of  
 David Krull and with appreciation for  
 Rabbi Weber 
Claudia Schreiber, in memory of Sheila Drucker 
Marge and Jeff Stevens, for the yahrzeit of  
 Deborah Pfaeffle 
 for the yahrzeit of Selma Futterman 
Helene, Ira, Brett and Chad Kaplan, for the  
 yahrzeit of Sylvia Weinstein 
Ann and Sandy Goldstein, for the  
 yahrzeit of David Goldstein 
Randi, David, Lindsay and Jared Sorin, for the  
 yahrzeit of Irving Kaden 
Judy and Norm Ferber, for the yahrzeit of  
 Emanuel Brodey 
Lynn and Jerry Sternberg, for the yahrzeit of  
 Leon Garelick 
Hedda Scheck, for the yahrzeit of  
 William Scheck 
The Ferber family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Morris Ratowsky 
 

continued next page 

CONTRIBUTIONS
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund cont’d 
Joel and Andrea Brandt, for the yahrzeit of  
 Larry Brandt 
Naomi Jacobson, for the yahrzeit of her parents 
Mike and Carol Chasin, for the yahrzeit of  
 Harry Chasin 
Jerry Wiskin and family 
 
Religious School Fund 
Barbara Klein, in honor of Shira Stern 
Karen Warner Fox and family, in memory of  
 Shirley Bick 
The Karsh and Michaels families, in memory of 
 David Pasternak 
Geri, Mike, Jared and Dana Kaplan, for the 

 yahrzeit of Bessie Gavronsky 
 
 
 

Social Action Fund 
Phyllis and Craig Porter, for the yahrzeit of  

Lester Porter 
Karen Warner Fox and Alexandra Mandell, 

in honor of Michael and Roxanne  
Moskowitz 

 
Temple Improvement and Beautification 
Fund 
Judy Borell, for the yahrzeit of Alex Kargman 
 
Temple Facilities Fund 
The Schwitz family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Morris Jacob “Joe” Schwitz 
Sheri and Richard Binder, for the yahrzeit of 
 Minnie Rosenberg 

 
 

 
These names will be included in the list of yahrzeits on the Shabbat indicated. In addition, at our Friday 
evening service and Shabbat morning minyan, we will invite all those who wish to rise and say the name 

of the one(s) for whom they are saying Kaddish. 
 
DATE   DECEASED    REMEMBERED BY 
 
Shabbat Observance 11/6-11/7  
11/1   Leah Davidowitz        Grandmother of Jay Davis 
11/1   Murray Fingerman                  Father of Marsha Diamond 
11/1   Milton Guttman        Father of Ro Reibel 
11/1   Paula Kaufman           Aunt of Geri Kaplan, 

             Sister of Zalma Gelber 
11/1   Edward Lewis *          Father of Michael Lewis 
11/2   Rose Neal *                 Godmother of Loretta Shapiro 
11/2  Thomas Schulman *                Father of Irene Ash 
11/2   Phyllis Sellinger          Stepmother of Laurie Karmel 
11/4   Chet Ambler               Friend of Larry Goldstein 
11/4   George Gross             Father of Fred Gross 
11/4   Edgar Pearlman         Father of Charles Pearlman 
11/4   Clara Shukovsky        Mother of Gary Shukovsky ל"ז  
11/5   Louis Deckelboim *    Husband of Shirley Deckelboim, 

Father of Sandra Esquenazi 
11/5   Caryn Katz                    Wife of Edward Katz, 

                           Member of Temple Rodeph Torah 
11/5   Edith Rubin                  Mother of Ira Rubin 
11/6   Malvina Bat Abraham    Sister of Mina Paltin 
11/6   Jeanne Tremaine      Grandmother of Laurie Karmel 
11/7   Dora Eisner                  Mother of Sheila Aptaker 
11/7   Rachel Pachter *       Wife of Erik Pachter, 

             Mother of Ira Pachter, 
             Member of Temple Rodeph Torah 

YAHRZEITS
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11/7   Minnie Shapiro          Grandmother of Randi Sorin 
 
Shabbat Observance 11/13-11/14  
11/8   Moshe Lechowitsky                Great-Grandfather of Carol Chasin 
11/8   Ida Zeltzer                    Grandmother of Ellen Levine 
11/9  Margo Isaacson         Mother of Ronald Isaacson, 

Grandmother of Kenneth Isaacson 
11/9   Jacob Korkes               Great-Uncle of Randy Cranin 
11/10   Jennie Cooper *      Grandmother of Lisa Halpern-Wicks, 

         Grandmother of Brian Halpern 
11/10   Rose Katz                   Grandmother of Steve Karmiller 
11/10   Regina Stylman        Aunt of Rachel Wilder Pachter ל"ז  
11/11   Gertrude Feldman *    Mother of Neil Feldman 
11/11  Evelyn Berkowitz   Mother of Trudy Beeber 
11/11   Robert Singer *       Father of Leslie Rosenstock 
11/12   Ruth Agress              Mother of Sandra Craig 
11/12   Henry Goutter         Father of Chaim Goutter ל"ז  
11/12   Helene Hershman *    Mother of Gil Hershman 
11/12   Frank Klapper           Father of Marilyn Beutel 
11/12   Elissa Salame            Mother of Allison Galiano 
11/12   Walter Sundel          Uncle of Sindy Weiner 
11/13   Helen Fireison          Mother of Barbara Schambach 
11/14   Leonard Chernick *    Father of Pamela Mizrahi 
11/14   Cecilia Gross             Mother of Fred Gross 
11/14   Gerald Weiner         Father of Louis Weiner 
 
Shabbat Observance 11/20-11/21  
11/15   Rose Cranin *           Grandmother of Randy Cranin 
11/15   Jerome Gold             Father of Mitch Gold 
11/15   Samuel Reigrod       Uncle of Marsha Koster 
11/15   Bernard Satkowitz *    Father of Rochelle Friedman 
11/15   Gussie Schwalbe    Grandmother of Sandra Craig 
11/15   Arnold Workman *               Father of Robin Persily, 

Husband of Aida Workman 
11/16   Harry Fischer *         Father of Craig Fischer ל"ז  
11/16   Masha Shulman      Grandmother of Steven Kaufman 
11/17   Charles Freilich *    Father of Irvin Freilich 
11/17   Morris Nessenson                 Uncle of Jerri Kasakove 
11/18   Samuel Schulman                  Father of Helena Heitt ל"ז  
11/18   Mollie Schwitz *      Grandmother of Mark Schwitz 
11/19   Selma Levy *            Grandmother of David Levy 
11/19   Louis Steinberg        Grandfather of Marsha Koster 
11/19   Naomi Wilder *       Mother of Rachel Wilder Pachter ל"ז  
11/19   Morris Zeltzer          Grandfather of Ellen Levine 
11/20   Antoinette Arciola    Grandmother of Toni Cooper 
11/20   Jack Geringer           Father of Ronnie Geringer 
11/20   Lillian Ross                 Mother of Phil Ross 
11/20   Janice Seifter *        Niece of Shirley Newman, ל"ז  

           Cousin of Roberta Rafaloff 
11/20   Harry Slove    Grandfather of Carol Chasin 
11/20   Samuel Zimmerman             Father of Emilie Herzberg 

continued next page 
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11/21   Bernard Loebel *                   Father of Morton Fine 
11/21   Chava Weichenberg    Aunt of Lior Koppel 
11/21   Irving Zeltzer *         Father of Ellen Levine 
  
 Shabbat Observance 11/27-11/28  
11/22   Albert Gruenewald    Father of Ernest Grunwald 
11/22   Sylvia Karmel            Mother of Arthur Karmel 
11/22   Sara Shraberg           Grandmother of Jon Klein 
11/22   Naomi Sugarman                   Mother of Peter Sugarman 
11/23   Theresa Amarosa *    Aunt of Loretta Shapiro 
11/23   Sylvia Kolodny          Mother of Lawrence Kolodny 
11/23   Lynn Lipson               Friend of Susan Barber 
11/23   James Mack              Grandfather of Marla Bucher 
11/24   Celia Goldapper      Grandmother of Judith Borell 
11/24   Ruth Kertman *       Mother of Susan Aaron 
11/26   Max Blank *              Father of Ellen Zipkin 
11/26   Hans Rosenow *    Stepfather of Ronald Klug 
11/26   Pauline Seifter *    Mother of Shirley Newman, ל"ז  

       Grandmother of Roberta Rafaloff 
11/27   Isadore Weiner *                   Father of David Weiner 
11/28   Murray Midoneck                 Father of Robert Midoneck 
11/28   Pauline Reingold    Grandmother of Brian Reingold 
  
 Shabbat Observance 12/4-12/5  
11/29   Mitch Eisenstadt    Uncle of Timothy Petty 
11/29   Sidney Leader *      Father of Michael Leader ל"ז  
11/30   Leonard Kaufman *    Father of Steven Kaufman 
11/30   Edith Perlman          Mother of Neal Perlman 
11/30   Susan Schack *        Daughter of Samuel Berger, ל"ז  

           Sister of Judy Goldberg 
11/30   Stuart Sharenow    Brother of Paula Kanofsky 
11/30   Irving Weinberg *    Father of Linda Weinberg 
 

* Indicates the dedication of a plaque on our Memorial Wall. 
 

            
 

Jewish tradition suggests that we give tzedakah to honor the memory of our loved ones who have died. 
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TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of Western Monmouth 
P.O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746 

 

TEMPLE CONTRIBUTIONS FORM 
 
_______BOLENDER HOLOCAUST EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT, for Holocaust education in our temple 
_______TEMPLE FACILITIES FUND, for the construction and maintenance of our home 
_______CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Cantor for the benefit of the congregation* 
_______COLLEGE OUTREACH FUND, provides funding for programs to maintain contact with our 

college students 
_______GENERAL FUND, for the maintenance of temple programs and activities 
_______HELENA PROJECT FUND, to provide Shabbat meals for families in times of upset and difficulty 
_______HERZOG MUSIC FUND, for the musical needs of the congregation 
_______HIRSCH/ROSEN MEMORIAL YOUTH FUND, provides funding for youth programs 
_______ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND, provides financial assistance for youth trips to Israel 
_______LANDSCAPING FUND, for the purchase of trees, shrubs and flowers to beautify our property 
_______LIBRARY FUND, for the purchase of books for our Library 
_______MEN’S CLUB TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of the Men’s Club 
_______MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND, dedicated completely to paying down the principal on our mortgage 
_______NURSERY SCHOOL, for the development and support of our Nursery School program 
_______PRAYERBOOK FUND, for the purchase of prayerbooks. Any amount may be donated to this Fund, but a  

contribution of $36 or more is required to dedicate a prayerbook. 
_______RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Rabbi for the benefit of the congregation* 
_______RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND, for the Jewish education of our children 
_______SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of Sisterhood 
_______SOCIAL ACTION FUND, to support the Committee’s work of “repairing the world” 
_______TEMPLE IMPROVEMENT and BEAUTIFICATION FUND, provides funds for improvements to the temple 
_______WILLNER/WEINSTEIN EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT FUND, provides interest income for the Religious 
          School’s future 
*** TREE OF LIFE/MEMORIAL PLAQUES: To celebrate a special occasion by purchasing a leaf for the Tree of Life, 
or to honor the memory of a loved one who has died, please call the temple office. A Dedication Form will be sent to you. 
__________________________ 
* Make checks payable to TRT-Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund or TRT-Cantor’s Discretionary Fund; all other funds payable 
to Temple Rodeph Torah. 
 
This donation is being made: 
 
In MEMORY of:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
In HONOR of:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Donation made by: 
 
Name:   _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Acknowledgment to be sent to the following:  
 
Name:   _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Contributions of any amount are welcomed, but there is an $18 minimum for each acknowledgment you wish sent. 

Please refer all questions to our temple office, 732-308-0055. 
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TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of Western Monmouth 
P. O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746 (Area Code 732) 

Office Telephone 308-0055      Religious School 308-3836 
web site: www.trt.org    email: trtmain@optonline.net 

 
 
Rabbi    Donald A. Weber  Office 409-1268 rebweb18@optonline.net 
       Home 972-2595 
Cantor    Joanna M. Alexander        308-2311 cantor.Alexander.trt@gmail.com  
                                                              Home     312-286-3356 
Educators   Rabbi Shira Stern    308-3836 TRTRS@optoline.net 

Ruth Margolin   308-3836 TRTRS@optonline.net 
Temple Administrator  Sheryl Cooper   308-0055 TRTmain@optonline.net 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Tutor  Ruth Haim     252-8910 ahaim@yahoo.com 
 
President          Irwin Kizel            908-385-6421 Ikizel@jkarch.com 
1st Vice-President           Brion Feinberg          591-5814  temple@brionf.com 
Past-President           Jeff Aptaker             577-9416 japtaker117@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary       Marla Bucher          972-7307 Mmack59@aol.com 
Financial Secretary          Shari Canell          536-5864 ShariCcpa@aol.com 
Treasurer           Della Cherchia          303-8139 Dhammer414@aol.com 
 
Aesthetics &   Nina Grossman   833-7373 artslovers@aol.com 
     Space Management 
ARZA    Marc Willner   536-4180 marcw18@aol.com 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Video  Ellie Golden   591-8791 LAgolden@aol.com 
Building & Grounds     Peter Sugarman                    972-8990 profpete1@yahoo.com 
College Outreach   Marcia Borshof   972-1906 marlaza7@hotmail.com 
Education and  Service      Robyn Gandelman  683-1168 esgputer@optonline.net 
     Requirements   
Finance    Rich Miller   536-8041 bonrich3@aol.com 
Fundraising         Jodi Zukoff          591-1986       jozuko@yahoo.com 
Horaiynu   Michelle Bookbinder              972-0811 mfbookbinder@optonline.net  
Judaica Shop   Marcia Borshof   972-1906 marlaza7@hotmail.com 
Kulanu Campaign  Louis Weiner   972-8861 lweiner@citistorage.com 
Membership    Marla Bucher   972-7307 Mmack59@aol.com 
Men’s Club   Matt Jacobson   536-7189 Matt_Jacobson@hotmail.com 

Phil Fischer   591-5797 pfische3@optonline.net 
Newsletter Editor   Sara Levenstein   387-8373 trtnewsletter@gmail.com 
Newsletter Advertising       Iris Schleifstein           536-6117 i.schleifstein@gmail.com  
Sisterhood President  Jodi Weintraub   972-2194 qponcutter@aol.com 
Social Action   Shari Canell    536-5864 ShariCcpa@aol.com 
    Mindy Krull   617-9028 mindybk@optimum.net 
Technology   Harvey Lieber   677-3257 harvey.lieber@gmail.com 
TRTCares           David Levy                     616-1442             davidmlevy@mac.com 
Web Site Administrator  Neal Finkelstein   972-8624 webadmin@trt.org 
Women’s Spirituality Group Suzie Hershman   933-1562 SuzieHershman@yahoo.com 
Youth    Howie Gandelman  683-1168 esgputer@optonline.net 
Youth Advisors - Senior       Rachel Klein   987-9298 rklein5976@aol.com 
                Junior  Liza Kaufman   580-8775 LizaMichele@optonline.net 
 
 
 

 













































MARK GRAINER, D.D.S., P.A.

100 Campus Drive, Suite 202
Morganville, New Jersey 07751
(732) 972-2300

RBC Wealth Management 

is pleased to announce

Jeffrey D. Ball, CfP®

has joined our Red Bank office as a

First Vice President - 
Financial Consultant

(732) 576-4634 • (888) 758-1435
Fax: (732) 576-4601

328 Newman Springs Road, Suite 380
Red Bank, NJ 07701

©  2009 RBC Wealth Management, a division of   
RBC Capital Markets Corporation, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.  
All rights reserved.

349 Rt. 9 So. • Manalapan, N.J. 07726 • 732-536-8788
www.mmpmanalapan.com

DIGITAL PRINTING & MAILING SPECIALISTS

• Full Color Printing

• Color Copies

• Flyers

• Letterheads

• High Speed Copies

• Newsletters

• Brochures 

• Business Cards

• Typesetting & Design

• Envelopes 

• Postcards

• Labels

The Full Service Center For All Of Your Printing, 
Copying and Mailing Needs



Ted Block Acupuncture 
732-740-2205

www.TedBlockAcupuncture.com

145 South Street, Freehold

Acupuncture Sotaiho 

Qigong 

stress pain energy digestion 
menstruation sports injury 

headaches - migraines 
chronic / acute hormonal - 
pms, are just SYMPTOMS

Deal with the cause, the symptoms 

leave !

Find your favorite photographs and have an original name design created.
Great for Grandparent gifts, Bar & Bat Mitzvah, Sweet 16, Weddings, etc.

Please call or email for information.

By

Kathy Shaw Fischer

Family Photo Composites

Memories
of a Lifetime
to capture
and keep

            732-845-9591        kshawf@optonline.net

Collect your precious
photographs
and have them grouped
into a composite design.
Family history and memories 
are yours at a glance.
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Helene & Ira Kaplan

• Exclusive Cruise Only Agency

• Starting our 20th Year in the same location

• Individual, Group, Incentive and Corporate

• Planning Specialists

Experience • Trust • Knowledge
Top Producer For All Cruise Lines

"When Personal Service Is As Important As Price"

Of Marlboro

Cruise In
191 Route 9 South

Between Rt. 520 & 
Union Hill Road

Call Up
732.972.2444
800.284.2784

Click On
www.cruiseholidaysnj.com

and book online 
24/7

 

         Cranbury Road at Evergreen Blvd. East Brunswick, NJ

(732)390-9199

P. Kulbacki, Manager   NJ Lic.#3381

www.msmc.us        P.Kulbacki, Mgr. NJ Lic.#3381

   When you lose someone
         you love, turn to to the 

                    people you have come 
                            to know  and trust.

 

When you lose a loved one,
your family deserves the care 

and compassion that only 
comes from dedicated people 

who are passionate about 
what they do.  A personal loss 

is best handled by people, 
and not a company.

We care about what we do, 
and it shows.  Ask those who 

know  best...ask any family we have 
served,  or ask your Rabbi! 


