
From  
Rabbi Weber
Every two years the 
theme for our high school  
conclave is, “God Talk.” 
We talk about God – 
who/what God is, how 
God communicates  
with us, and how we 

communicate with God. In one of the programs 
the students are asked to write “graffiti” on  
the walls in response to four questions, and 
every year I am impressed and moved by their  
responses. Here are some of their thoughts 
from this past February.

Prayer is: A way to reflect; Meditation and 
Peace; An Action; Peaceful; A way to solve 
problems; A time for asking God to make things 
different; Between God and us; Unreal; A sense 
of Security; Awkward; Asking for will power; 
Begging for renewal of spirit; Forgiving; Trying 
to find your place in the universe; Finding yourself; 
Your own; A time of thanks; Finding what is 
not in your power; Doing something more; A 
moment out of reality; Everything; A time that 
helps reflect and understand; Hope; Letting go 
of me; An offering of one’s soul; One’s truest  
self; A hope/wish; Awesome.

When I Pray I: Love myself; Can hear God; 
Like to be alone; Feel like I know what I have 
to do; Say it silently; Think about my life; Think 
and reflect; Try to let go; Thank God for the good 
things; Try to be as selfless as possible; Feel 
good; Sing; Feel surrounded by friends; Feel 
better; Think privately; Look for answers; Ask 
to help me be safe; Ask for strength; Put my 
head down and reflect; Hope that God hears 
me; Feel a strong personal connection with 
God; Reach out to God; Don’t know what to 
say; Ask God for the things I can’t ask anyone 
else; Thank God for the things I have; Ask for 
help with my problems, as well as the world’s; 
Ask for, beg for forgiveness; Listen to the part 
of myself I usually shut out; Make sure I know 
what I’m praying for; Understand life; Hope for 
meaning; Look inside me.

Prayer Is/ Works Best When: It holds emotion;  
It’s with others; I’m alone; I’m in temple; I’m 
alone at temple with my eyes closed; I’m 
uncomfortable; People are there to support and 
help you; You mean what you say; You believe 
in God; Praying outside; You are in a place 
where you feel close to God; You’re desperate 
and you let go; I have family with me; You’re 
praying for something worthy; I’m in need; 
I’m silent; I work at it; You see yourself as a 

small part of something bigger; I choose to 
pray; You mean it!; Ever you want to; You aren’t 
influenced by what others are thinking/doing; 
Saying something meaningful; You realize how 
blessed you are; You know you’re not the only 
one; I feel/need strength; You really think about 
the prayers.

The Hardest Thing About Prayer Is: Finding 
the correct words to use; Understanding what it 
means; The thought that no one is listening; 
Thinking of something reasonable; Meaning;  
To know how much to pray for; Talking to God is 
hard; Nobody tells you how to do it; It’s limitless;  
It’s personal; You must realize that you are a link  
to an everlasting chain; Letting out your feelings;  
Finding the meaning of the prayer; Finding a 
connection to God; Not always having them 
answered; Finding a peaceful space; Knowing 
when to ask; Knowing what to pray for; Finding 
time for it; Keeping faith that God is listening; 
Realizing that life isn’t that bad and believing in 
yourself; Recognizing things worthy of prayer; 
Expecting that God’s answer may not be one 
you want to hear; Finding faith. Even though 
you are not in high school, here’s a challenge: 
How would you answer each of these questions? 

Please join us on Saturday evening, May 26th, 
as we celebrate the festival of Shavuot and honor  
our 10th grade students as they confirm their 
place in Jewish life. I promise, you will be inspired  
by our students, as I am throughout the year.

From the Desk  
of Rabbi Stern:
As I was reviewing the 
work of our 3rd grade 
class after they had 
spent the day creating  
decorative Miriam Cups  
for their seders, one child  
asked me if I wanted 
to make one of my 

own. After a moment’s hesitation, I realized 
that though it would have been a delightfully 
fun thing to do, I was really looking forward 
to bringing out all the past holiday crafts my 
children and I made together. 

These are not great masterpieces that necessarily 
deserve a special place at our table, especially 
since our children are grown men who wince 
slightly when they see me dust off their childish 
concoctions, but they represent something 
infinitely more special – time  we spent making 
them when their hands were tiny and their 
imaginations huge. The tallit I travel with is 
the one our son Ari and I designed and painted 
together during the 7th grade workshop  

(he designed it – I followed directions.) The matzah  
plate is Noah’s and the challah cover is Eytan’s, 
and I will use these until they disintegrate, or they 
replace them.

At Temple Rodeph Torah, we provide each 
student, in every grade, with an opportunity to 
learn and create things with their families. In 
Kindergarten through 2nd grade our students 
participate in a Sh’ma party every year, creating  
a Sh’ma pillow, blanket and carry-all. Parents 
and children in third grade experience Shabbat  
from Friday night through Saturday night, receiving  
a “how-to” manual with accompanying CD so 
that they can learn the songs at their leisure. 
Our fourth graders create silk matzah/afikomen 
bags, our fifth graders work with parents and 
grandparents on their intergenerational day, 
our  sixth graders work on their family trees 
and immigration stories. We try to make learning 
fun, interesting and Jewish, but we can’t do this  
alone. Your children LOVE when you come to 
their classrooms, even when they outwardly 
complain about it. The older they get, the less 
cool it is to be seen with their parents, but it 
is no less important. Third graders know you 
rule their lives; when they are tweens or teens, 
while they crave independence, they also look 
to you for signs they’re on the right path.

So don’t be strangers in our Hebrew School: 
come to their services when they lead worship, 
and their Passover seders, and their Purim 
shpiels. When we have our twice-yearly Family 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah workshop, attend and participate, 
so your child knows that you may have some real  
fears, especially if this one is your first, or some  
sadness, when this Bar or Bat Mitzvah represents 
your last child to experience the rite of passage.

Family education starts with these programs, 
but they are just the beginning. During the 
final days of this school year your children’s 
teachers will come up with some projects and 
games you can play together over the summer, 
when there is less pressure from homework 
and after-school activities. None are mandatory, 
but the learning your children do with you will 
impact them for years to come. Model for them 
that learning doesn’t ever stop: show them that 
learning Jewish and doing Jewish is your value 
and a lifelong behavior. We are willing partners 
with you in helping to bring definition and 
clarity to your children’s spiritual identity, the 
operative word being “partners.” 

Together, we can do this. Every teachable 
moment you help us create and reinforce is 
another solid building block that will provide 
your children with the foundation for the life 
they will, eventually, build for themselves.

Enjoy discovering yourself through Judaism. y o u r  n e w s  s u p p l e m e n t  “ i n - b e t w e e n ”  n e w s l e t t e r s
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These events are FREE and open to all.
For more information, please contact the temple office  

or visit us online at www.rockshabbatnj.com[ [

ERIC KOMAR SHELDON LOW TODD HERZOG

March 23, 8:00 pm FEATURING ERIC KOMAR

April 27, 8:00 pm FEATURING SHELDON LOW 
May 11, 8:00 pm FEATURING ERIC KOMAR

June 1, 6:30 pm FEATURING TODD HERZOG

A production of Temple Rodeph torah

A production of Temple Rodeph torah

Deadly Dancing 
Murder Mystery Theater

Saturday, May 12  
Doors open at 8:00 pm 
Show starts at 9:00 pm

Light dinner, wine,  
and dessert will be served.

$50 per person prepaid by May 4,  
$55 per person at the door.  

To sign up and pay online visit mystery.trt.org

Sisterhood Book Discussion  
Get Together

Thursday, May 17 at 7:30 pm

We will be reading Hush by Eishes Chayil.

RSVP by May 14 to Marla Bucher: mmack59@gmail.com  
or 732-972-7307, or the temple office at 732-308-0055

Refreshments will be served. 

2012 Israeli Day Parade–NYC
Sunday, June 3  

Buses leave TRT at 9:30 am  
and return at 6:00 pm

Come march with us as we celebrate Israel!

$18 per person for TRT members before May 1  
$25 per person for non-members  
and anyone paying after May 1 

This year’s theme is “Israel Branches Out”

Whitewater Rafting Trip
Sunday, June 10  

Buses leave TRT at 6:15 am  
and return at 5:00 pm

$85 per person – Includes transportation via luxurious  
air-conditioned motorcoach, rafting, and lunch.

Open to TRT members, family, neighbors,  
and friends ages 9 years +

To sign up online visit rafting.trt.org

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please provide the information requested below and PRINT clearly.  Questions: Call 732-308-0055 
Name:  Phone:  
# attending:  
Guest names:  

Please make seating requests on the back of this form.  There will be tables of 8-10 guests. 
  

PAYMENT Amount enclosed/to be charged: __________________ 
 Check: ________ Mastercard: ________ Visa: ________ 
 Account #: __________________________ Expiration Date: ___________ 
 Signature: _____________________________________ 

Make checks payable to “Temple Rodeph Torah” 
Mail to TRT    P.O. Box 125    Marlboro, NJ 07746 

All pre-registration must be accompanied by payment no later than May 4, 2012 

It’s summer of 1963, and guests at Killerman’s Resort in the 
Catskills are busy hopping, limboing, and cha-chaing their 

way through the summer.  But, be careful, because things 
could get dirty if the dancing turns Deadly . . . .  

presents 

What is murder mystery theater? 
Audience members must determine 
who among the performers is the 
criminal. Hired actors will provide 
clues during this interactive 
performance to help you solve the 
case.  Audience participation is 
voluntary but highly encouraged. 

Murder Mystery Theatre 

Saturday, May 12th, 2012 
Doors open at 8:00 PM 
Show starts at 9:00 PM 

Light dinner, wine & dessert 
will be served 

$50 per person prepaid 
$55 per person at the door 

To sign up and pay online visit mystery.trt.org 
 


