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From Rabbi Weber
It’s time to talk seriously about Purim. (Really).
Every year I’ve tried to write something funny for 
my Purim article, but I realized that some people 
don’t understand that Purim isn’t all fun and 
games. It’s also about laughter.

You know that old description of every Jewish holiday? The one that 
goes, “They tried to kill us, they didn’t succeed, so let’s eat”? There is 
some truth to it, but if that’s what we believe – and if that’s what our 
children and grandchildren believe – then Judaism is in deep trouble. 
Why? Because survival is not our goal. Enjoying and cherishing life 
is our goal.

Just as it is important to study the Holocaust, we also need to know 
about the other times in our history when people wanted to do us harm 
simply because we were Jewish. We need to know about the bravery 
of our ancestors who stood up and said “NO,” when people said they 
should give up… or die. We need to know what they stood for, and to 
appreciate the heritage they passed down to us. But that is not 
enough.

If Judaism is only about surviving one tragedy after another, sooner or 
later our children will figure out that it would just be easier to stop 
being Jewish, and then no one will want to kill them. Only if we can 
present an image of Jewish life which our descendants will want to 
embrace, can we guarantee that our people will live on. And that’s 
where Purim comes in. 

The message of Purim is not that we survived Haman, the 
stereotypical anti-Semite. If that was the lesson we wanted to teach, 
we could do it with a solemn service, listing all the atrocities he tried to 
commit against us. Instead, what do we do on Purim? We dress up in 
costumes and create a Purim Shpiel – a special play which makes fun 
of all the stuff we take so seriously all year long: the rabbi, the cantor, 
the temple, and even Judaism itself. We read the Megillah, which may 
actually be complete fiction and is, at the very least, a story written 
with tongue firmly implanted in cheek. (It’s also filled with sexual 
innuendos, if you read it carefully.) And we make cookies in the shape 
which supposedly reflected Haman’s hat, although there is no mention 
of his hat anywhere in the story. What kind of holiday is this?

Actually, it could be the most important one of the Jewish year. 

Purim’s message is that we Jews are not merely survivors of tragedy. 
We are inventors of comedy! Having survived more than our share of 
tragedy over the centuries, we respond not with mourning and sorrow 
– there is a time for that, too – but with comedy and with laughter. This 
is what it means to be Jewish: to find the joy in life, to find the bles-
sings, and to celebrate them as if nothing ever went wrong in our lives, 
or in our history.

Purim says, We are blessed. Not only have we preserved our lives; 
we’ve even preserved our sense of humor. How bad can life be when 
we can still laugh, and how deadly-serious can Judaism be when we 
are allowed – commanded, actually – to make fun of it at least once a 
year?

When we understand this, we will also understand that Purim isn’t 
really for kids at all. Please, God, let them have a little longer before 
they know sorrow and tragedy, so Purim can just seem like a time 
when adults act like crazy people – crazier than normal, anyway. No, 
Purim is an adult holiday: from King Ahasuerus’ “raised scepter” which 
shows his approval of Queen Esther, to most of the jokes in our Purim 
Shpiel, this holiday is PG-13 to the core, but disguised just enough 
that we can still bring the kids.

Sunday afternoon, March 4th, is our Purim Carnival. Bring kids –
anyone’s kids – and let them have fun at this G-rated event. Then, on 
Wednesday evening, March 7th, I hope that you will come to our Purim 
service and shpiel, whether you bring the kids or not. Come in a 
costume; you’ll be self-conscious, but that will just give you one more 
thing to laugh about. 

This Purim, I invite you to do something really, really Jewish: dare to 
laugh and sing as we remind ourselves that the goal of Judaism is not 
just to live; it is to enjoy, to cherish, to thrive. And that lesson is a gift 
to all the generations to come.

I wish you a sweet and joyous Purim!

Upcoming March events:
March 4 – Annual Purim Carnival (12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.) March 15 – Sisterhood Book Group (7:30 p.m.)

Blood Drive (11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.) March 16 – Girl Scout Shabbat (8:00 p.m.)
March 7 – Purim Shpiel and Service (7:30 p.m.) March 23 – Rock Shabbat (8:00 p.m.)




