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SPECIAL EVENTS 

Service times are changed on De-
cember 4, 11 and 18 – See page 5  

“EXPERIMENTAL SHABBAT 
SERVICE” – December 4   

TRT COMEDY NIGHT –                  
December 5   

SHABBAT / 1st NIGHT HANUKKAH 
(Bring your own hanukkiyah!) - 
December 11  

SHABBAT / 8th NIGHT 
HANUKKAH, AND REDEDICATION 
OF OUR TORAH SCROLL (Bring 
your own hanukkiyah again!) – 
December 18  

Jr. RTSY DANCE – December 20  

HANUKKAH BLESSINGS AND 

SONGS – Page 16-17  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Rabbi Weber: 

 

he dreidl says, “Nes Gadol Hayah Sham” – 
“A Great Miracle Happened There.” As we 
warm up our dreidls, polish our hanukkiyot 
and count out the candles for Hanukkah, it 
is important to remember where “there” is.  

 
We Jews are tied to the land of Israel. We are tied by our his-
tory – from the stories of Abraham and Sarah to the victory of 
the Maccabees. We are tied by our family – the Jews of Israel 
are, literally, our flesh and blood, from the same ancestors and 
from the same places as we trace our lineage. And we are tied 
by our destiny, too, because the world looks to Israel to see 
how Jews choose to live.  
 
Israel is not perfect, but neither is any other country. As fami-
ly, it is our job to give constructive criticism when we think 
Israel is on the wrong path, and most of us who love Israel 
have done that over the years. But as family it is also our job 
to stand up for our relatives when they are threatened, and 
when they are falsely accused.  
 
Israel has been falsely accused. And maligned. And lied about. 
And demonized. Year after year, at least since the 1960s, the 
United Nations has devoted an absurd amount of attention to the 
country that is, apparently, the worst country on the planet.  

  

Consider: from the establishment of the UN through 1990, the Security Council passed 175 resolutions; 97 of 
them were directed against Israel. During the same time the General Assembly passed 690 resolutions, and 429 
of them were against Israel. Can we review what was going on in the world during those years? The Korean 
War, the Cold War, the Cultural Revolution in China, Apartheid in South Africa, Idi Amin’s murderous reign in 
Uganda, persecutions of Jews in the Soviet Union, expulsion of Jews from nearly every Arab country in the 
world, segregation in the United States, the Vietnam War… apparently none of these deserved the level of atten-
tion which the UN devoted to Israel.  
 

continued next page 
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When the UN voted in the 1970s that “Zionism is racism,” my head spun. I have lived in Israel, and to this day I can-
not figure out which race they were referring to. There are black Jews, white Jews, Middle Eastern Jews, African 
Jews; we don’t have many Asians, but other than that we cover the racial spectrum. No, Israel was called “racist” be-
cause it sounded good – or rather, it sounded bad. No one supports racism, so no one could support Israel.  
 
Even today, we hear that Israel supports “apartheid” in its policies regarding the Palestinians. Apartheid is 
another powerful word, and using it triggers instant revulsion in the hearts of most people. The fact that there is 
no apartheid in Israel does not matter, because it has been said often enough that people believe it. Arabs who 
live in Israel and want to be Israeli citizens can be: they can work, vote and pay taxes, just as any other citizen 
can. Arabs are members of the Israeli Knesset – hardly “apartheid” in any sense of the word. As for the wall 
which Israel has built, the sad fact is that it works. Since it was built, terrorist bombings have nearly stopped in 
Israel. Personally, I hate the whole idea of the wall. But I also hate the idea of innocent people being blown up, 
so I accept it for the time being as a necessary evil to protect people from an unnecessary evil.  
 
Putting aside the question of right and wrong, or who did what to whom, I ask you: Do you believe that the 
world’s problems will go away if Israel ceases to exist? Do you even believe the problems in the Middle East 

will go away? Will Sunnis stop killing Shiites? Will Hamas and Hizballah and Fatah all have a big group hug if 
they can drive the Jews out of the region? Arab leaders have told their citizens for the past 60 years that Israel is 
the source of their problems, but it is not true; Israel is the scapegoat for corrupt regimes, oppressive govern-
ments and human rights abuses which make Israel’s faults fade to insignificance by comparison.  
 
But Israel’s faults won’t fade away, because Israel has a free press, a (frustratingly) democratic government and 
a desire to do what is right, in spite of having lived in a state of war since its inception in 1948. If a reporter tells 
the truth in the West Bank or Gaza, he is expelled from the country – or killed. Israel’s problems and its failings 
will always be on public view, because that is the way free countries work. And even though this gives ammuni-
tion to her critics, she would not have it any other way.  
 
Watch the media. Listen to the way Israel is portrayed to the world. Then ask yourself, why all this hatred for 
one tiny country, trying to survive in the most inhospitable neighborhood on the planet? My answer is that Israel 
represents everything which its neighbors despise: democracy, freedom of religion, freedom of the press, human 
rights, women’s rights, concern for the environment. If Israel succeeds, it will prove that these ideas can take 
root and grow in the Middle Eastern sands.   
 
Israel will not disappear. It will survive, and it will flourish. And each year the Israeli flag flies over the land of our 
ancestors, we can spin the dreidl with a new appreciation of its message: “A Great Miracle Happened There.”  
                                                       

A joyous Hanukkah to all! 
                                                      Rabbi Don Weber 
 
© 2009, Temple Rodeph Torah 
 
TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH NEWS is published monthly, except bi-monthly during June through September, 
by Temple Rodeph Torah, PO Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746. It is mailed without charge to member families 
and others who have requested to be on our mailing list. 
 

Temple Rodeph Torah is a member of the Union for Reform Judaism, 

and a Partner Congregation of Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger 

Recognized as an ACCESSIBLE CONGREGATION by the National Organization on Disability. 
 

Pass It Around! We invite you to share this Newsletter with family, friends and neighbors. 
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We warmly welcome the newest members of Temple Rodeph Torah:We warmly welcome the newest members of Temple Rodeph Torah:We warmly welcome the newest members of Temple Rodeph Torah:We warmly welcome the newest members of Temple Rodeph Torah: 
Beverly and Kurt Weiss 
Jennifer and Gary Rosenzweig and their children, Dylan, Aidan, Jordyn, Emily and Devan 
Tali Deutsch and her children, Jonathan, Danielle and Ariel   
Jules Masanoff 

Notes from the CaNotes from the CaNotes from the CaNotes from the Cannnntortortortor 
Who is Wise? One who learns from everyone.   
 
Aizehu chacham, halomeid mi kola dam.  
 
I had a student once who was only 12 but was already reading Aristotle and Plato. His 
favorite Jewish Scholars were Maimonides and Nachmonides and his next task was to try to read these in their 
original language. His knowledge and interest blew me away, but, like most middle-schoolers, he was sure he 
knew everything and there was little anyone else could teach him, especially his teachers; there was no reason to 
waste his time listening to people who were less intelligent and knowledgeable than he was. This attitude wor-
ried me. I was worried about him socially. Who would want to be friends with someone so different, and so 
dismissive? But I also worried that he was missing the point. Did he really think life was only about accumulat-
ing more knowledge? These philosophers were seeking the secrets of the universe, the meaning of life, not just 
for knowledge to show you know more. And because he dismissed less-knowledgeable people as not worth his 
time, I worried he was missing the sparks of inspiration which lead to philosophical and scientific breakthrough. 
He was underestimating those around him.   
 
Last month, in exploring who is truly rich, we learned that our rabbis believed wealth to be far less about mone-
tary totals and far more about happiness and contentment. Just a few sentences before the rabbis explore wealth, 
they explore the true meaning of wisdom. Jewish tradition is one of studying, and studying in pairs or chevruta, 
in the class setting of a beit midrash. In these traditional settings, scholars would hone their arguments and in-
terpretations by debating with their study partners. It was important for one’s debating skills to pair with some-
one whom you disagreed with. Often when we disagree with someone, whether over politics, or even a power 
struggle between parent and child, we simply dismiss the other’s perspective as wrong. We know better; they 
don’t have all the facts; my gut tells me this is right; that might be “right” but I’ll be out of a job; or mom/dad I 
hate you! We demonize the other person, or at the very least, undervalue their opinion because it is contrary to 
our own. What our rabbis teach us is that everyone has potential to be our teacher. When we are having political 
debates we can hone our own arguments only if we are not preaching to the choir. The power struggles between 
parents and children ultimately lead to responsible and independent adults who may still struggle with their par-
ents because they are autonomous, self-governed adults. 
 
We must open ourselves up to learn from these people, whether to strengthen our sense of rightness, or to be swayed 
by their argument when they have something to teach us. Looking at the world as if it is “us versus them” can make it 
a scary and lonely place. If we turn “them” into valued parts of our life, life might be less scary and we might be less 
lonely. I asked my student at the end of our last lesson to try to remember that even he had something to learn from 
others, and I hope he will. I hope it will help him be more patient dealing with his fellow 7th and 8th graders. I hope it 
will open up his world to the possibilities of varying expertise. I hope it will prevent him from having self-doubt 
when he reaches institutes of higher learning and he is no longer the smartest person in the room.    
 
I wish us all the wisdom to learn from all around us, and a very happy Hanukkah!  
 

B’shalom, 
Cantor Joanna Alexander  
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From the Desk of Rabbi Stern, Dmin., BCC 

 
Only a few have ever done what members of our Religious School did in October when Torah scribe, Neil Yer-
man, taught us how to clean and refurbish our oldest Torah scroll. Fourth and seventh grade students learned 
first about the rules and regulations imposed by centuries of Jewish practice, and then were set loose to “use el-
bow grease and all your might” to start the process.  
 
Mr. Yerman told us that the scroll itself originated in Iraq over 100 years ago.  When the section of scroll was 
fully cleaned, he explained that those who had lovingly written it over a century ago, as well as those who had 
chanted from its pages, were present in the sanctuary now. He encouraged our students to feel the presence of 
everyone who had loved that scroll since its “birth,” and told us that we were now part of that chain of Jewish 
tradition. He showed us how he prepares the ink and the quills; how he creates the material to sew the panels of 
cloth together, and how he “sings each letter onto the page.” Fourth grader Sydney Schoenholtz writes: “It felt 
extraordinary to be shomrei Torah – guardians of the Torah. It is definitely the highlight of 2009. I am so thank-
ful to TRT because they went through all the work to get the children to learn something. It was fun and I did 
learn. I helped clean the real Torah!” Tori Richman adds: “Being shomrei Torah was the best experience…a 
once in a lifetime experience.”  
 
From the perspective of an educator, I can tell you that this was the ultimate in “excellence learning” because 
here at TRT, “more is more.” We reinforced material already learned in class with the singing of the blessing 
for studying Torah and identifying why we honor the scroll by rising when it is first brought into the room. We 
taught them new information about what is required of a sofer, a Jewish scribe. Finally we offered them the op-
portunity to put their new-found knowledge into action. The result was astonishing: small piles of rusty residue 
on sponges and table tops, a significantly cleaner section of Torah and a group of students, parents and teachers 
who would always remember that moment.  
 
The sofer will finish the renovation of our Torah in his workshop, and then return on December 17 to teach our 
fifth and sixth graders, giving them the opportunity to put the finishing touches on the scroll. “I will have a stu-
dent hold my hand as I put the final crown on a word” promised Yerman. “That should make an impression.” 
Jack Langner, 7th grade, summed it up best when he said, “Now I feel that I have a closer connection with God 
because I got to help Judaism stay alive for a little longer.”  
 
But wait – there’s more! On Friday, December 18, during our family service for Hanukkah, we will officially 
rededicate our Torah as it returns home to our sanctuary. Just as the Maccabees rekindled the Ner Tamid - the 
Eternal Light - in 165 BCE, after cleansing the Temple of all unkosher and inappropriate Roman symbols, we 
will light the nine candles and celebrate with our beautifully restored Torah.   
 
Please join us for this very joyous moment, when we all can say together, “Thank you, God, for bringing us to 
recognize and revel in this moment.”  
 

Wishing you a peaceful and happy Hanukkah,  
Rabbi Shira Stern 
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Friday, 12/4   - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. (Note Later Time) 
                          Experimental Service: “Prayer That Moves Us” 

� Birthday Blessings for December; Candle Lighting 4:11 p.m.  
 

Saturday, 12/5   - Shabbat Morning Services – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 
                           Bat Mitzvah: Ali West  
 
Friday, 12/11   - Family Kabbalat Shabbat Service – First Night of Hanukkah – 6:30 p.m. 
                           (Note Earlier Time) 
                           Each family is invited to bring your own Hanukkiyah and TWO candles; 
                           Please arrive by 6:30 if you wish to light a Hanukkiyah. 
                           Candle Lighting 4:11 p.m.  
 
Saturday, 12/12  - Shabbat Morning Services – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 
                         B’nai Mitzvah: Erik Fleischman and Joshua Fox  
 
Friday, 12/18   - Family Kabbalat Shabbat Service – Last Night of Hanukkah – 6:30 p.m. 
                         (Note Earlier Time) 
                           Each family is invited to bring your own Hanukkiyah and NINE candles; 
                           Please arrive by 6:30 if you wish to light a Hanukkiyah. 
                           Tonight we rededicate our newly renovated Torah Scroll       

Candle Lighting 4:12 p.m.  
 

Saturday, 12/19  - Shabbat Morning Services – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 
                           B’nai Mitzvah: Dana Corn and Jack Langner  
 
Friday, 12/25   - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. 
                           � Anniversary Blessings for December; Candle Lighting 4:16 p.m.  
 
Saturday, 12/26  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group.  
 
Friday, 1/1   - Family Kabbalat Shabbat Service – 6:30 p.m. 
                           � Birthday Blessings for January; Candle Lighting 4:21 p.m.  
 
Saturday, 1/2   - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group.  
 
Please call the temple office if you know of any temple member who is ill, or who has been admitted to the hos-

pital. We want to visit and offer our help, but we cannot help unless we know about them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
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Once again it seems that winter has arrived too quickly.  We had a busy fall, and appreciate the support and ge-
nerosity of this congregation.  Mitzvah Day was a huge success in October, as was our collection for the Food 
Bank in November. Help us continue to touch the lives of those in need.  
 
The Social Action Committee will once again ask for your participation in Ner Shel Tzedakah.  There will be a col-
lection box in the atrium from November 22 through December 13 so that you can share your good fortune with those 
in need. Imagine the joy you can bring to a child by contributing just one small gift. We need to complete our collec-
tion this year prior to the end of Hanukkah so that the gifts may be delivered in time for the holidays.    
 
This year we will be simultaneously sponsoring our annual Coat Drive.  We can use clean, gently used or new coats 
in all sizes for men, women and children.  We will also accept new gloves or mittens, hats and scarves.  That box will 
remain in the atrium from November 15 until December 20.  Thank you in advance for your support.  
 
We hope your holiday season is filled with joy and happiness.  We hope to see you at our next committee meet-
ing on December 16 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Mindy Krull and Shari Canell 
 

 

 
Sisterhood has been very busy so far this year. We started off the year by donating funds for the renovation of 
our large Torah. Many of our Sisterhood members were there with our 4th and 7th grade students to participate 
in this event. It was wonderful, and considering we were told it only needs to be done every 40-50 years, I am so 
pleased we could be a part of it.    
  
Our Sisterhood Paid-Up Event is Tuesday, January 5, 2010. Please see our membership flyer in the newsletter, 
send in your form and save the date. 
Other upcoming events are as follows: 
Saturday night, February 6: Family Karaoke 
Tuesday night, March 9: Beginners Yoga. Learn with our own Certified Instructor, Iris Misshula 
Thursday night, April 22: BUNCO IS BACK! 
  
These will be wonderful evenings that you do not want to miss! Look for upcoming flyers. 
  
For the first time, we are taking prepaid orders for Mah Jongg Cards, which include membership to the National 
Mah Jongg League, Inc. Please see this flyer in the newsletter as well. 
  
As always, please call or e-mail me for more information: 732-972-2194 or Qponcutter@aol.com.  
  

Shalom, 
Jodi Weintraub 
 

 
 
 
The Women’s Spirituality committee has a fun year planned. Come to one event or as many as you like. Bring a 
friend, or meet new friends - it doesn't matter. We'd love to have you! You do not have to be a TRT member to 
attend. If you have questions, please contact Suzie Hershman at 732-933-1562 or suziehershman@yahoo.com. 
 

SOCIAL ACTION 

SISTERHOOD 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY 
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Monday, December 14, 7:30 p.m. at TRT: Hanukkah Party 
Bring a WRAPPED white elephant gift (something NEW that you have around the house that you don't want). 
Also, bring an appetizer or dessert to share. Please e-mail Suzie what food you are bringing. 
 
Monday, January 25, 7:00 p.m. at TRT: Women's Self Defense Class (still must be confirmed).  
Details to follow; nominal fee. 
 
Monday, February 22, 7:30 p.m. at TRT: Healing herbs from the Bible 
$12 per person paid in ADVANCE - send to TRT c/o Suzie Hershman. Please note what it is for. 
 
Friday, March 19, 6:15 p.m. at Janet Crain-Klemons’ home: Shabbaton meat potluck dinner.  
Please e-mail Suzie what food you are bringing. 
 
Sunday, May 9: Trip to the Jewish Museum in NYC. Details to follow. 
           Suzie Hershman 

 
 

Torah Today 
A Brief Summary of Each Week’s Torah Portion    

 

Shabbat 12/4-5  Parashat Vayetze, Genesis 28:10-32:3  Summary by Nina Grossman 
Jacob leaves Beer-sheba. On route to Haran, he has his famous dream of a stairway from ground to sky, 
with angels of God climbing up and down. God gives the land he is lying on to Jacob and his numerous 
descendants, and promises to protect him. Upon arrival in his Uncle Laban’s territory, he falls in love 
with Laban’s younger daughter, Rachel. Jacob works for seven years to marry her, is tricked by Laban 
into marrying older daughter Leah first, and working another seven years to marry Rachel. Jacob works 
another six years to earn his own livestock, then is “free” to go back to Canaan with his wives, 11 sons, 
one daughter, and the livestock.  

continued next page 

Shabbat 12/11-12      Parashat Vayishlach, Genesis 32:4-36:43 Summary by Ira Klemons 
Jacob wants to go back home to Canaan, but he fears his brother Esau. Jacob sends Esau gifts in ad-
vance of his return. When alone, Jacob wrestles with a divine being who then changes Jacob’s name to 
“Israel.” When “Israel” arrives in Canaan, God tells him that a nation will grow from him, and will live 
in the land God gave to Abraham. 

 
Shabbat 12/18-19 Parashat Vayyeshev, Genesis 37:1-40:23 Summary by Jason Goldberg 

Joseph, son of Jacob, is subdued by his jealous brothers and sold into slavery in Egypt. His brother, Ju-
dah, tricks his daughter-in-law into fathering her child. Joseph’s master’s wife tries to seduce him, and 
has him imprisoned when he refuses. While in prison, Joseph successfully interprets two men’s dreams. 

  
Shabbat 12/25-26 Parashat Mikketz, Genesis 41:1-44:17  Summary by Tracy Berman 

Pharaoh has two dreams about the number seven. Joseph is the only one who can interpret them, saying 
God was telling Pharaoh there would be seven years of abundance and then seven years of famine. Jo-
seph is put in charge of the court, and his predictions come true. During the famine, Joseph’s brothers 
come begging for food which Egypt had rationed, but they did not recognize Joseph, who gives them 
food, but takes his brother Benjamin as a prisoner. 
 
 
 
 
 



Temple Rodeph Torah NEWS   December 2009 
 

Page 8 

 

 

 

SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS WAITING TO JOIN TRT 
Did you know that most of our members joined because they knew someone who already belonged? Your invitation to 
a neighbor or friend to join you at a service is the best advertising we have. We are also happy to send our Newsletter 
to any interested family, but we can't do it until you tell us who they are. Call Marla Bucher, our Membership Chair-
person, at 732-972-7307, and give her the names; she will take it from there. Think about what your belonging to Ro-
deph Torah means to you, and help us reach out to others. (Besides, you can always use another driver for the car-
pool...)  
 
PLEASE HELP US HELP YOU 
When scheduling a life-cycle event in which you would like either Rabbi Weber or Cantor Alexander to participate 
(weddings, namings, funerals, unveilings, etc.), please call them first. If you set the time for such events without call-
ing, it may be impossible for them to attend. Though a funeral overrides almost everything else, clearing the time in 
advance may save us from disrupting classes or programs already scheduled. 

 

We understand the stressful nature of such times in our lives, and with your help we can make them a little easier on 
everyone. 
 
If you have any questions about life-cycle events, please feel free to call Rabbi Weber, at 732-409-1268, or Cantor Al-
exander, at 732-308-2311. 
 
WHY YOU SHOULD ADVERTISE IN OUR NEWSLETTER 
Right now you are reading our temple newsletter. Every day of every month, temple members (and the temple) pur-
chase products and services from non-temple members when those same products and services are offered by temple 
members. Why? Because we don't know what business you are in. All things being equal, wouldn't you rather buy 
from a temple member? So would we! So, let us know who you are and what your product or service is, and we'll look 
forward to doing business with you! For further information, please contact the office, at 732-308-0055. 
 

You are Cordially Invited 
With joy and happiness, we invite you to share our simcha, as our son and big brother, Erik Alexander, is called 
to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah, on Saturday, December 12, 2009, at 10:00 a.m.  Please join us for the oneg fol-
lowing services.  

                                                                                      Rachel, Jeff, Jake and Emily Fleischman 
 

With much love and pride, we invite you to share a special day in our lives as our son and brother, Joshua 
Alex, is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, December 12, 2009, at 10 a.m.  Please join us for the 
oneg following services. 

Caron, David, Michael and Joseph Fox 
 
We invite you to share our joy as our daughter and sister, Dana Beth, receives her first aliyah as a Bat Mitzvah 
on Saturday, December 19, 2009, at 10:00 a.m.  Please join us for the oneg following services. 
 

Rita Steven and Lisa Corn 
 

It is with much love, pride, and joy that we invite you to share a most cherished moment in our lives when our 
son and brother, Jack Spencer, is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah, Saturday, December 19, 2009, at 10:00 
a.m. 
 

Elyse, David, Erica, and Samantha Langner 

NEWS AND NOTES 
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CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZAL TOV 

to Alex Weissman, son of Stephanie and Larry Weissman, on his marriage to Ms. Debra Schoen 
 
Do you have a simcha in your family — an engagement, promotion or academic award? Please call the tem-

ple office and tell us, so we can tell the world for you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR CONDOLENCES 

 

to Linda, Stewart, Chase and Lauren Prince, on the loss of Linda’s father, Hyman Rosen.  
to Richard, Gabrielle, Joshua and Matthew Eichel, on the loss of Richard’s mother, Betty Eichel 
to Ingrid, Anthony and Michael DiFazio, on the loss of Ingrid’s mother, Elaine Herta Klein 
to Cliff, Maria, Sophia, Jack and Charles Greenhouse, on the loss of Cliff’s father, Martin  
      Greenhouse 
to Norman and Judith Ferber, on the loss of Norman’s mother, Ruth Ferber 
to Stacey, Mark, Jacob and Hannah Feldman, on the loss of Stacey’s grandmother, Ruth Ferber 
to Robyn, Lawrence, Zachary, Ashley and Samantha Jay, on the loss of Robyn’s grandmother,  
      Ruth Ferber  
 

 

 

 

Bolender Holocaust Education Endowment 

Marlene and David Shapiro and family,  
for the yahrzeit of Benek Bolender 
for the yahrzeit of Jennie Weinstein 

 for the yahrzeit of Rachel Pachter 

 

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 

Steven and Stephanie Pepper, in honor of  
Jennifer Patchett becoming Bat  
Mitzvah  

 

General Fund 

Niki Weber 
Adam D. Maliavsky 
Marsha Koster, for the yahrzeit of  

Morris Reigrod 
Nadine, Joel, Lauren, Stephanie and  

Ryan Sherman for the yahrzeit of Char-
lotte Feld 

 
 

 
 

 

General Fund cont’d 

Zalma and Bernie Gelber, for the yahrzeit of 
Paula Kaufman 
The Persily family, in memory of  

Harold Goldstein 
 in memory of Alfred Lerner 
Irene Ash, for the yahrzeit of Thomas Schulman 

 

Helena Project Fund 

The Finkelstein and Wolman families, for the 
yahrzeit of Ruth Finkelstein 

 

Herzog Music Fund 

Sheryl and Bruce Cooper, for the speedy 
recovery of  Sheila Aptaker 

Geri, Mike, Jared and Dana Kaplan, for the  
yahrzeit of Paula Kaufman 

 

Prayerbook Fund 

Mindy and Marissa Krull, for the yahrzeit of 
 David B. Krull 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Brian and Karen Halpern and family 
The Kirschenbaum family, in appreciation 
Milton Teitelbaum, in honor of the New Year 
The Derris Family, in honor of the marriage of  
 Hayley Derris and Brian Levenson 

with thanks to Rabbi Weber and Cantor 
Alexander for making Hayley and 
Brian’s wedding so, so special 

Stephanie and Steven Pepper, in honor of their  
 daughter Jennifer becoming a Bat  
 Mitzvah 
Roz and Fred Scheidt, in honor of the Bat  
 Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Elyse  
 Grossman, and in appreciation of Rabbi  
 Weber and Cantor Alexander 
Marlene and David Shapiro and family, in honor  
 of the marriage of Noah Stern Weber  
 and Ronni Jane Reich 
Karen Warner Fox, in memory of  
 Dr. Michael Levy 
Shirley Deckelboim, in memory of  
 Mollie Kamenetzky 
 in memory of Louis Deckelboim 
 in memory of Mollie Kamenetzky 
 in memory of Sam Kamenetzky 
Francine Davis, for the yahrzeit of  
 Bernard Shimmerman 
Ingrid and Anthony DiFazio, for the yahrzeit of  
 Max Klein 
Robbin Friedell, for the yahrzeit of Harry  
 Friedelbaum 
Niki Weber, for the yahrzeit of Sol Weber 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund cont’d 
Toni and Sarah Cooper, for the yahrzeit of  
 Seymour Cooper 
 for the yahrzeit of Bernard Schaefer 
 

Religious School Fund 

The TRT Board of Directors, in honor of 
 the Bar Mitzvah of Jesse Persily 
Beth, Dave, Elyse and Jake Grossman, 
 in memory of Betty Eichel, mother of  
 Richard Eichel 
 

Social Action Fund 

The Bucher and Mack families, for the 
yahrzeit of Ana Bucher 
for the yahrzeit of James E. Mack 

Sheryl and Bruce Cooper, in memory of 
 Betty Eichel 

 

Temple Improvement and Beautification 

Fund 

Ellen, Brian, Michael, Corey and Orin Block, for 
the  yahrzeit of Charlotte Feld 

Debbie Aidelman and Bonnie Aidelman, in  
 memory of Edith Millman 
 

Willner/Weinstein Educational Endowment 

Fund 

Shelley and Marc Willner, in memory of 
Mr. Woodrosse 

 
 
 

 

A New Plaque On Our Tree of Life Has Been Dedicated By: 

Gabrielle, Richard and Matthew Eichel, in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Joshua Steven Eichel 
The Fox family, in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Brandon Harris Fox 
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These names will be included in the list of yahrzeits on the Shabbat indicated. In addition, at our Friday 

evening service and Shabbat morning minyan, we will invite all those who wish to rise and say the name 

of the one(s) for whom they are saying Kaddish. 
 

DATE   DECEASED    REMEMBERED BY 

 

Shabbat Observance 12/4-12/5 

12/1   Belle Berstein       Grandmother of Brion Feinberg 
12/1   David Davidowitz      Grandfather of Jay Davis 
12/1   Lillian Falk       Mother of Don Falk 
12/1   Hilda Greenstein *    Mother of Rhoda Geller 
12/1   Ida Treibitz       Grandmother of Lisa Reingold 
12/1   Allene Warner *    Mother of Karen Warner Fox 
12/2   Ely Kushel       Father of Barbara Klein 
12/2  Irving Morris       Father of Marsha Faltings 
12/2   Belle Weiss       Aunt of Bonnie Kirschenbaum 
12/3   Clara Stern       Grandmother of Shira Stern 
12/4   Arnold Bayer *     Uncle of Mark Schwitz 
12/4   Robert Salowitz      Father of Terri Kolodny 
12/4   Rachel Sandezer      Grandmother of Lior Koppel 
12/5   Morris Shukovsky      Father of Gary Shukovsky ל"ז  

 

Shabbat Observance 12/11-12/12       

12/6   Annette Cohen      Mother of Marilyn Aronoff,`   
       Grandmother of Randi DeCicco 
12/7   Marvin Davis *     Father of Jay Davis 
12/7   Leon Kaplinsky *    Father of Richard Kaplin 
12/7   Ethel Owens       Mother of Carol Zaitz 
12/7   Pearl Rosenstock *    Mother of Randye Derris 
12/8   Abraham Futterman      Father of Marjorie Stevens, 
       Grandfather of Danielle Esser 
12/8   Avraham Koppel      Brother of Lior Koppel 
12/8   Leah Shapiro *     Mother of Allen Shapiro 
12/8   Robert Workman      Father-in-law of Aida Workman 
12/9   Nathaniel Goldring      Father of Eric Goldring 
12/9   Warren Schubert      Husband of Iris Schubert 
12/10   Herbert Beizer *    Father of Suzanne Hershman 
12/10   Sylvia Glasser      Mother of David Glasser 
12/10   Mildred Litman      Mother of Marcia Sokal 
12/10   Irving Orlofsky *    Father of Ellen Berrol ל"ז  
12/11   Harry Allen *     Husband of Lorraine Allen 
12/11   Helen Ringer *     Mother of Arlene Agulnick 
12/11   Milton Trencher *    Father of Sheryl Cooper,    

Father of Ellen Finkelstein 
12/12   Maxwell Klapholz      Grandfather of Andrea Kazin 
12/12   Stanley Levine *    Grandfather of Rebecca Nussbaum,  
       Grandfather of Shana Nussbaum, 
       Father of Myrna Nussbaum Raskin 

 

continued next page 

YAHRZEITS 
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12/12   Joseph Newman *    Father of Roberta Rafaloff, 
       Husband of Shirley Newman ל"ז  
12/12   Gesina Pfeufer *    Aunt of Barbara Sprechman 
 

Shabbat Observance 12/18-12/19      

12/13   Bernard Burstein      Father of Alan Burstein 
12/13   Fannie Dundish      Mother of Gail Lewis 
12/13   Hans Herzberg      Father of Edward Herzberg 
12/13   Joel Keiles       Father of Eve Lesnoy 
12/13   William Leshin      Uncle of Larry Goldstein 
12/14   Lorraine Mahler *    Mother of Robin Schwartz 
12/14   Hillard Schlesinger      Father of Edward Schlesinger 
12/14   Neal Stevens       Uncle of Danielle Esser,    
       Brother of Jeffrey Stevens 
12/15   Monte Brief       Uncle of Michael Klass 
12/15   Emanuel Herzog *    Husband of Rose Herzog, ל"ז  
        Father of Richard Herzog 
12/15   David Krull       Husband of Mindy Krull 
12/15   Charles Wallack      Great Uncle of Judith Borell 
12/15   Joele Weintraub      Mother of Steven Weintraub 
12/15   Joan Wright       Sister of Kathy Fischer 
12/16   Anna Ackerman      Grandmother of Stuart Katzanek 
12/16   Sara Milstein *     Mother of Maxine Perlman 
12/16   Susan Winslow *    Sister of Judy Pius  ל"ז  
12/17   Claire Becker *     Mother of Barbara Chamoff 
12/17   Gertrude Pomerantz *    Mother of Nina Grossman 
12/17   Norman Willner *    Father of Marc Willner 
12/18   Morris Eisner       Father of Sheila Aptaker 
12/18   Irene Gordon       Mother of Warren Sidosky 
12/18   Molly Gross       Aunt of Ruth Kaufman 
12/18   Jacob Rosenhoch      Grandfather of Neal Finkelstein 
12/18   Abraham Ruderman      Grandfather of Janet Klemons 
12/18   Sheila Seider       Sister of William Fireman 
12/18   Clair Snyder       Friend of Linda & Randy Cranin 
12/19   Dorothy Facher      Grandmother of Michael Klass 
12/19   Murray Falk       Father of Edward Falk 
12/19   Charles Ho Jr.       Husband of Joan Ho, 
          Member of Temple Rodeph Torah 
12/19   Mary Jacobson *    Mother of Jo-Ellen Landesman 
12/19   Harry Silver       Father of Allan Silver  
 

Shabbat Observance 12/25-12/26       

12/20   David Kornbluth      Father of Gail Lewis 
12/20   Ida Koss       Mother of Carol Shangold 
12/20   Albert Lipset       Uncle of Randy Cranin 
12/20   Harry Stone       Grandfather of Richard Miller 
12/20   Max Wilder *     Father of Rachel Wilder Pachter ל"ז  
12/21   Esta Goldstein      Mother of Sanford Goldstein 
12/21   Helen Hoffman      Mother of Joseph Hoffman 
12/21   Mildred Korkes *    Great Aunt of Randy Cranin 
12/21   Anna Marcus       Grandmother of Barbara Klein 
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12/21   Leon Sidosky       Father of Warren Sidosky 
12/22   Joel Mayer       Father of Susan Brumel, 
       Husband of Arlene Mayer 
12/22   Margaret Philipps      Cousin of Ernest Grunwald 
12/22   Ida Reich       Aunt of Marsha Koster 
12/22   Eugene Sills       Uncle of Don Weber 
12/23   Naomi Antonoff *    Mother of Heidi Neufeld 
12/23   Harry Karmel       Father of Arthur Karmel 
12/23   Myron Rosenthal      Father of Jaclyn Rabinowitz 
12/25   Gertrude Averack      Grandmother of Lisa Reingold, 
       Mother of Barbara Treibitz 
12/25   Irving Liffland      Father of Ilene Horowitz 
12/25   Alma Sackheim      Mother of Bonnie Kirschenbaum 
12/26   Joseph Amarosa *    Grandfather of Loretta Shapiro 
12/26   Herman Reingold      Grandfather of Brian Reingold  
 

Shabbat Observance 1/1-1/2       

12/27   Sol Beeber       Father of Herbert Beeber 
12/29   Ruth Mack *     Mother of Marla Bucher 
12/29   Michael Marcus      Grandfather of Barbara Klein 
12/29   Daniel Panconi      Father of Pamela Brisman 
12/29   William Rosenberg      Father-in-law of Harvey Lieber 
12/30   Haim Goldenberg      Great Uncle of Marlene Shapiro 
12/30   Michele Raskin      Wife of Robert Raskin, 
       Mother of Robin Raskin 
12/30   Rosa Rosenthal      Mother of Hedda Scheck 
12/30   Alvin Shangold      Brother of Gary Shangold 
12/30   Rose Silver       Mother of Allan Silver 
12/31   Rose Nathanson *    Grandmother of Phyllis Levenstein, 
       Grandmother of Ilene Fireman 

* Indicates the dedication of a plaque on our Memorial Wall. 

 

� � �       � � � 
 

Jewish tradition suggests that we give tzedakah to honor the memory of our loved ones who have died. 
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TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of Western Monmouth 

P.O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746 
 

TEMPLE CONTRIBUTIONS FORM 
 

_______BOLENDER HOLOCAUST EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT, for Holocaust education in our temple 
_______TEMPLE FACILITIES FUND, for the construction and maintenance of our home 
_______CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Cantor for the benefit of the congregation* 

_______COLLEGE OUTREACH FUND, provides funding for programs to maintain contact with our 
college students 

_______GENERAL FUND, for the maintenance of temple programs and activities 
_______HELENA PROJECT FUND, to provide Shabbat meals for families in times of upset and difficulty 
_______HERZOG MUSIC FUND, for the musical needs of the congregation 
_______HIRSCH/ROSEN MEMORIAL YOUTH FUND, provides funding for youth programs 
_______ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND, provides financial assistance for youth trips to Israel 
_______LANDSCAPING FUND, for the purchase of trees, shrubs and flowers to beautify our property 
_______LIBRARY FUND, for the purchase of books for our Library 
_______MEN’S CLUB TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of the Men’s Club 
_______MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND, dedicated completely to paying down the principal on our mortgage 
_______NURSERY SCHOOL, for the development and support of our Nursery School program 
_______PRAYERBOOK FUND, for the purchase of prayerbooks. Any amount may be donated to this Fund, but a  

contribution of $36 or more is required to dedicate a prayerbook. 
_______RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Rabbi for the benefit of the congregation* 
_______RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND, for the Jewish education of our children 
_______SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of Sisterhood 
_______SOCIAL ACTION FUND, to support the Committee’s work of “repairing the world” 
_______TEMPLE IMPROVEMENT and BEAUTIFICATION FUND, provides funds for improvements to the temple 
_______WILLNER/WEINSTEIN EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT FUND, provides interest income for the Religious 
          School’s future 
*** TREE OF LIFE/MEMORIAL PLAQUES: To celebrate a special occasion by purchasing a leaf for the Tree of Life, 
or to honor the memory of a loved one who has died, please call the temple office. A Dedication Form will be sent to you. 
__________________________ 
* Make checks payable to TRT-Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund or TRT-Cantor’s Discretionary Fund; all other funds payable 
to Temple Rodeph Torah. 
 
This donation is being made: 
 
In MEMORY of:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
In HONOR of:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Donation made by: 
 
Name:   _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Acknowledgment to be sent to the following:  
 
Name:   _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Contributions of any amount are welcomed, but there is an $18 minimum for each acknowledgment you wish sent. 

Please refer all questions to our temple office, 732-308-0055. 
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TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of Western Monmouth 
P. O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746 (Area Code 732) 

Office Telephone 308-0055      Religious School 308-3836 

web site: www.trt.org    email: trtmain@optonline.net 
 
 
Rabbi    Donald A. Weber  Office 409-1268 rebweb18@optonline.net 
       Home 972-2595 
Cantor    Joanna M. Alexander        308-2311 cantor.Alexander.trt@gmail.com  
                                                              Home     312-286-3356 
Educators   Rabbi Shira Stern    308-3836 TRTRS@optonline.net 

Ruth Margolin   308-3836 TRTRS@optonline.net 
Temple Administrator  Sheryl Cooper   308-0055 TRTmain@optonline.net 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Tutor  Ruth Haim     252-8910 ahaim@yahoo.com 
 
President          Irwin Kizel            908-385-6421 Ikizel@jkarch.com 
1st Vice-President           Brion Feinberg          591-5814  temple@brionf.com 
Past-President           Jeff Aptaker             577-9416 japtaker117@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary       Marla Bucher          972-7307 Mmack59@aol.com 
Financial Secretary          Shari Canell          536-5864 ShariCcpa@aol.com 
Treasurer           Della Cherchia          303-8139 Dhammer414@aol.com 
 
Aesthetics &   Nina Grossman   833-7373 artslovers@aol.com 
     Space Management 
ARZA    Marc Willner   536-4180 marcw18@aol.com 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Video  Ellie Golden   591-8791 LAgolden@aol.com 
Adult Activities Coordinator            Rona Shukovsky                              303-8138             shoecollector@optonline.net 
Building & Grounds     Peter Sugarman                    972-8990 profpete1@yahoo.com 
College Outreach   Marcia Borshof   972-1906 marlaza7@hotmail.com 
Education and            
   Service Requirements  Robyn Gandelman  683-1168 esgputer@optonline.net 
Finance    Rich Miller   536-8041  
Fundraising         Jodi Zukoff          591-1986       jozuko@yahoo.com 
Horaiynu   Michelle Bookbinder              972-0811 mfbookbinder@optonline.net  
Judaica Shop   Marcia Borshof   972-1906 marlaza7@hotmail.com 
Kulanu Campaign  Louis Weiner   972-8861 lweiner@citistorage.com 
Membership    Marla Bucher   972-7307 Mmack59@aol.com 
Men’s Club   Matt Jacobson   536-7189 Matt_Jacobson@hotmail.com 

Phil Fischer   591-5797 pfische3@optonline.net 
Newsletter Editor   Sara Levenstein   387-8373 trtnewsletter@gmail.com 
Newsletter Advertising       Iris Schleifstein           536-6117 vze28g75@verizon.net  
Sisterhood President  Jodi Weintraub   972-2194 qponcutter@aol.com 
Social Action   Shari Canell    536-5864 ShariCcpa@aol.com 
    Mindy Krull   617-9028 mindybk@optimum.net 
Technology   Harvey Lieber   677-3257 harvey.lieber@gmail.com 
TRTCares           David Levy                     616-1442              davidmlevy@mac.com 
Web Site Administrator  Neal Finkelstein   972-8624 webadmin@trt.org 
Women’s Spirituality Group Suzie Hershman   933-1562 SuzieHershman@yahoo.com 
Youth    Howie Gandelman  683-1168 esgputer@optonline.net 
Youth Advisors - Senior       Rachel Klein   987-9298 rklein5976@aol.com 
                Junior  Liza Kaufman   580-8775 LizaMichele@optonline.net 
 
 
 

 









































MARK GRAINER, D.D.S., P.A.

100 Campus Drive, Suite 202
Morganville, New Jersey 07751
(732) 972-2300

Comprehensive Wealth Management 

Serving the Investment 
Needs of the Community

Jeffrey D. Ball, CFP®

First Vice President - Financial Consultant
328 Newman Springs Road, Suite 380
Red Bank, NJ 07701
(732) 576-4634
jeffrey.ball@rbc.com

©  2009 RBC Wealth Management, a division of   
RBC Capital Markets Corporation, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.  
All rights reserved.

n Stocks
n Bonds
n Mutual Funds
n IRAs

n Retirement Plans
n Education Funding
n Tax-Favored Investments
n Investment Planning Services

349 Rt. 9 So. • Manalapan, N.J. 07726 • 732-536-8788
www.mmpmanalapan.com

DIGITAL PRINTING & MAILING SPECIALISTS

• Full Color Printing

• Color Copies

• Flyers

• Letterheads

• High Speed Copies

• Newsletters

• Brochures 

• Business Cards

• Typesetting & Design

• Envelopes 

• Postcards

• Labels

The Full Service Center For All Of Your Printing, 
Copying and Mailing Needs



Ted Block Acupuncture 
732-740-2205

www.TedBlockAcupuncture.com

145 South Street, Freehold

Acupuncture Sotaiho 

Qigong 

stress pain energy digestion 
menstruation sports injury 

headaches - migraines 
chronic / acute hormonal - 
pms, are just SYMPTOMS

Deal with the cause, the symptoms 

leave !

Find your favorite photographs and have an original name design created.
Great for Grandparent gifts, Bar & Bat Mitzvah, Sweet 16, Weddings, etc.

Please call or email for information.

By

Kathy Shaw Fischer

Family Photo Composites

Memories
of a Lifetime
to capture
and keep

            732-845-9591        kshawf@optonline.net

Collect your precious
photographs
and have them grouped
into a composite design.
Family history and memories 
are yours at a glance.
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Helene & Ira Kaplan

• Exclusive Cruise Only Agency

• Starting our 20th Year in the same location

• Individual, Group, Incentive and Corporate

• Planning Specialists

Experience • Trust • Knowledge
Top Producer For All Cruise Lines

"When Personal Service Is As Important As Price"

Of Marlboro

Cruise In
191 Route 9 South

Between Rt. 520 & 
Union Hill Road

Call Up
732.972.2444
800.284.2784

Click On
www.cruiseholidaysnj.com

and book online 
24/7

 

         Cranbury Road at Evergreen Blvd. East Brunswick, NJ

(732)390-9199

P. Kulbacki, Manager   NJ Lic.#3381

www.msmc.us        P.Kulbacki, Mgr. NJ Lic.#3381

   When you lose someone
         you love, turn to to the 

                    people you have come 
                            to know  and trust.

 

When you lose a loved one,
your family deserves the care 

and compassion that only 
comes from dedicated people 

who are passionate about 
what they do.  A personal loss 

is best handled by people, 
and not a company.

We care about what we do, 
and it shows.  Ask those who 

know  best...ask any family we have 
served,  or ask your Rabbi! 




