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From Rabbi Weber 

ne of the most famous lines in the haggadah is,  

“Let all who are hungry come and eat.” It’s how we 

begin our seder – by inviting those who need what we 

have to share with us. 

But this invitation isn’t just about food, and it isn’t just for 

Passover. 

In our community, some people are hungry for food. But many 

others are hungry for something else – something less tangible, but 

just as critical to life as food. They hunger for meaning. And no 

place in our community is better equipped to provide meaning than 

Temple Rodeph Torah, because all the new ideas of the modern age 

cannot replace the ideas which Judaism has been teaching for 3,000 

years: community, learning and the possibility of a meaningful 

relationship with God. 

When someone comes to TRT for the first time, we don’t ask if 

they want to join; we ask them what they are looking for – what 

they need. Do they need to be part of something larger than 

themselves, to connect with others on a more personal basis than 

Facebook? Do they need to challenge their brains, to grow more 

and learn more than a YouTube video can teach? Do they need to 

explore their relationship with God, or to see if such a relationship 

is even possible for them? 

Have they heard about people whose lives were enriched by Jewish 

life, and need to find out if Judaism can address the empty space 

that no amount of web surfing or mall cruising can fill? 

I always smile when I read, “Let all who are hungry come and 

eat,” because I wonder how many of us would actually be willing 

to open our home to someone who showed up on our doorstep 

saying they were hungry. Yet that is exactly what TRT does every 

day, every week, every year. When someone comes to our temple door, we don’t demand to know who 
        continued next page 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

PESACH – April 3-10 (through April 
11 for Orthodox) 

1ST DAY PESACH SERVICE - April 4 

7th DAY PESACH & YISKOR -April 9 

ROCK SHABBAT CONCERT  
Featuring Beth Schafer – April 19 

12TH GRADE GRADUATION & 
TEACHER APPRECIATION 
SHABBAT – April 24 

COMEDY NIGHT – April 25 

ROCK SHABBAT! Guest Artist - 
PERI SMILOW – May 1, 6:30 p.m. 

FOOD DRIVE at Shop Rite and 
A&P of Marlboro – May 17 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
May 16 (Rain Date May 23) 

EREV SHAVUOT / CONFIRMATION / 
YISKOR SERVICE – May 23 

TOT SHABBAT – 2nd Saturday of 
every month, 9:15 a.m. 
 

APRIL/MAY 2015  NISAN/IYAR/SIVAN 5775 

NEWSLETTER CONTENTS 

Cantor Alexander- Page 3 
Rabbi Stern – Page 4 
Service Schedule – Page 8 

Committee Reports – Page 10  
Yahrzeit Information – Page 20 
Temple Directory – Page 26 



Temple Rodeph Torah News                           April/May 2015 
 

2 
 
 

they are; instead, we invite them in and ask them what they need. In this time of locking every door when 

we’re home as well as when we are away, this is a pretty radical approach, and it works. Not every time, 

and not for every person, but often enough that we are seeing people who came once, then came again 

and again, until suddenly they realize they are part of our community. 

 

We turn strangers into family by offering them food for the soul. It’s an ancient idea, and you, the 

members of the TRT community, make it possible. From those who give of their time to those who give 

of their money, you are the ones who “keep the doors open,” literally and figuratively. Without your help, 

without your support, TRT would not exist. 

 

In every issue of this Newsletter there are pages and pages listing the contributions which people have 

made to our work. People contribute to our school, to our music program, to our social action efforts and 

to the basic, day-to-day costs of keeping our doors open. These contributions, along with the dues which 

our members pay, are our only sources of financial support. There are no government grants for temples 

(or any other houses of worship), and most corporations exclude religious institutions from their grant-

making guidelines. So every time you write a check or click on our online donation link 

(www.trt.org/donation) you make a difference in our temple. And our temple makes a difference in our 

world.  

 

There is one fund which is not listed online, and which is not shown on the contribution form in this 

Newsletter. It is the Compassionate Circle, a fund devoted to making sure that TRT never turns anyone 

away because they are not able to meet the financial obligations of membership. In Rodeph Torah’s 

history, we have never turned away a family because they were unable to afford the cost of membership. 

Considering how tight our budget is and how carefully we watch every dollar we spend, I am proud that 

this remains as true today as it was when we first opened our doors. If you think you may want to help us 

with this vital, sacred challenge, I invite you to speak with me personally. It will be my pleasure to 

discuss the Compassionate Circle with you, to see if it matches your desire to feed the hungry. 

 

The next time you come to TRT, try this: as you walk in, imagine a huge, illuminated sign above the 

doorway which proclaims, “Let all who are hungry come and eat.” Think of what you hunger for, then 

open the door and come in. Whoever you are, you are always welcome. 

 

Wishing you a sweet and kosher Pesach, 

      

        Rabbi Don Weber 

 

 

A personal note from Rabbi Weber 
I want to express my deepest thanks to everyone who gave of their time, energy and support to make the 
Gala such a wonderful evening. I am deeply honored by the things that were said about my 30 years in 
this community, and I am looking forward to the future with a full and joyous heart. I am in love with 
Temple Rodeph Torah and each person who makes it such a special, holy place! 
 

 

 

 

http://www.trt.org/donation
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Notes from the Cantor 

 
Happy Pesach, and Happy April. After another long winter in the snow, I’m so 

excited to have many temple activities this spring to bring us together to celebrate, sing, 
and be part of a holy community. Each month, no matter the season, we have special Shabbat services 
which bring us together clapping and learning new songs, where we watch the un-encumbered dance and 
exude the spirit of Shabbat; where we put the prayer books down and hold hands or embrace our loved 
ones. These Rock Shabbat services have quickly become a staple of who we are at Temple Rodeph Torah 
and an example of what we want to be. We are excited, innovative, creative, filled with passion and joy. 
We come together to worship, to sing, to celebrate and to have fun. Rock Shabbat highlights a creative 
and innovative way to pray. The guests we bring help keep it fresh and new, and help us continually 
challenge our comfort box of what is prayer and how to be as a community in prayer with God.   

This month, on Sunday, April 19th, we will be hosting one of our Rock Shabbat artists for an 
amazing Sunday evening concert! Beth Schafer, who was with us in May, 2014, will be returning to our 
bima-turned-stage to share her beautiful music in a non-worship setting. We will sing some known music 
(we regularly use her “In This House” and “lev b’lev”) and she will teach us new melodies and new texts. 
Our annual Rock Shabbat Fundraising Concert gives us an amazing opportunity to hear and sing the 
music our artists wrote not for prayer but for community. We are unbound by the texts of our siddur and 
get to explore the creative inspirations for their songwriting.  

This concert will also support and fund the Rock Shabbat program for the 2015-2016 season. We 
are already planning programs for Simchat Torah and Hanukkah, and are looking to re-energize the Torah 
service with a Saturday morning Rock Shabbat. We plan on bringing in new artists along with some 
returning favorites. We cannot do this without your help. If you love Rock Shabbat, if you love the 
innovation and creativity Rock Shabbat has inspired in TRT, please come and support the Beth Schafer 
Concert.  Buy tickets, write an ad for the ad book and/or ask your local business or employer to sponsor 
an ad for us. Come, bring your friends and have fun. We will have the concert at 5:00 p.m., followed by a 
community-wide meet and greet with Beth. We hope to see you there. 

 
Cantor Joanna Alexander 

 

 

We warmly welcome the newest members of Temple Rodeph Torah: 
Rita Gelman, Jeff Funk and their son, Jacob 
Meredith and Eric Steiner and their children, Cooper and Evan 
Frances Bauman 
 
 
 
 
 
© 2015, Temple Rodeph Torah 

TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH NEWS is published bi-monthly by Temple Rodeph Torah, PO Box 125, 

Marlboro, NJ 07746. It is mailed without charge to member families and others who have requested to be 

on our mailing list, and is available online at www.trt.org. 
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From the Desk of Rabbi Stern 

 

Far away, in a little town called Whitwell, Tennessee, there is a museum that looks 
remarkably similar to a circa World War II railcar. Its reason for existence is to 
teach the world about intolerance. That fact is in itself unique, but for a larger 
perspective, not 40 miles away from Whitewell is the Rhea County Courthouse, 
where, in 1925, a teacher was convicted for teaching evolution during the Scopes 
“Monkey” Trial. The trial upheld a statute which outlawed teaching any theory 
that denies the Divine Creation. If that were not enough, it is rumored that the 

infamous Ku Klux Klan was begun just a hundred miles away in Pulaski, Tennessee. 
 
The museum project was started as an after-school activity, encouraging students to find creative ways to 
wrap their heads around the idea of 6,000,000 Jews dying, simply because they were Jews. They chose 
paperclips as a medium because Norwegians during the war wore paperclips as a symbol of resistance to 
Nazi tyranny. I don’t think anyone could have imagined the impact this would have, as hundreds of 
thousands, then millions, of donated clips started to arrive from all over the world. 
 
The ‘Paper Clips Project’ extended over several years and in 2001 the school dedicated a Children’s 
Holocaust Memorial, which includes an authentic German railcar filled with a portion of the more than 30 
million paper clips they eventually collected. A moving documentary, entitled Paper Clips and originally 
released theatrically in 2004, captures how these students responded to lessons about the Holocaust and 
how a committed group of children and educators provided hope and inspiration to countless others 
around the globe.  
 
Between now and April 16th, when we commemorate Yom HaShoa – Holocaust Memorial Day - we are 
asking everyone to consider bringing one paper clip (or more) to TRT, each time you come to Temple. 
We have set up large containers in the front lobby, the school wing and in individual classrooms, where 
some classes have already filled theirs to capacity. We will collect as many as we can, and because we are 
strong believers in recycling, our art teacher Heidi Neufeld will be helping create a permanent display to 
remind us continually to resist cruelty, oppression and despotism, in whatever form, against any part of 
humanity. In Pirkei Avot, Ethics of our Fathers, we read, “In a place where there is no humanity, strive to 
be human.” (Rabbi Hillel, Pirkei Avot 2:5) Sometimes, we all need such reminding. 
 
Then, on Thursday, April 16th, from 5-7 pm, we will be presenting the documentary film, along with a 
short service of remembrance that captures both the sadness and the hope that comes from good people 
fighting against evil. Please join us. This program (and the school project that leads up to it) is open to 
everyone in the community, free of charge.  
 
All you need to bring is a paper clip. 
 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhea_County
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evolution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scopes_Trial
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scopes_Trial
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creationism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ku_Klux_Klan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulaski,_Tennessee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tennessee
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Wow, what an experience! – a mitzvah in the form of tzedakah by four temple Senior Youth Groups.  
Pleasing.  Helpful.  Reassuring.  Dedicated.  Teamwork.  Sharing.   Just some of the words I can use to 
describe the teens that participated in a Midnight Run.  
 
On January 17th, 2015, 40 teens and 10 adults entered NYC on big yellow school buses filled with enough 
clothing, toiletries, and food to feed over 100 homeless people. These items were donated by local 
businesses, churches, and community members from Monmouth County and beyond.  As cars and trucks 
pulled up, it was incredible to not only see the mounds of collections but also to see the teens work 
together with one goal in mind – provide for the homeless. 
 
Clothing items were sorted and placed in bags, labeled by size and gender. Toiletries (note: small travel 
size items are best) were sorted and then placed in quart-sized baggies.  Food items were sorted into 
protein, fruit, sweet, salty, and drink piles.  The teens then assembled sandwiches and filled brown bags 
with one or more of each.  Additionally, breakfast bags were made filled with bagels, pastries and a drink. 
Five gallons of delicious homemade soup were prepared. 
 
After a havdalah service, created and led by the teens, groups were formed for a program where they 
pondered and discussed a variety of questions relating to the upcoming evening activities.  It was good for 
them to gather some thoughts before they were led into NYC, and they would have an opportunity to 
come back to these questions later that night. 
 
Dinner, directions, and a safety talk all took place before loading of the buses (there were two). The bus 
the TRT RTSY students were on contained women’s clothing items, men’s/women’s accessories (hats, 
gloves, scarves and blankets), toiletries and food.  The soup and water for hot chocolate were placed at 
the rear of the bus, followed by the rest of the food and then the clothing; XL, L, M, S, accessories and 
women shoes.   
 
Safety was the utmost concern.  Teens were counted after each stop to ensure we had everyone. Adults 
corralled the kids, forming a sort of barrier, to ensure they stayed close to the bus and out of any possible 
situation. Bus doors were kept closed unless loading/unloading.  
  
Adults took turns on and off the bus helping with the organization and delivery of items.  It was a bit 
chaotic at first trying to find the gloves, scarves, and hats but once we got into the swing of things it got 
much easier. All items passed through the window to the teens that were “personal shoppers.”  
  
Total of five stops, no two were the same.   
 
Teens engaging….  Help deciding what was needed, what fit, and what looked good.  Witnessing 
discussions about whether a gray scarf was too feminine, a coat would fit a pregnant woman, sneakers vs. 
boots, would a size 9 work for a size 7 foot, and whether gloves were big enough.  The color of the night 
was black.  Black gloves, black hats, and dark colored coats with no logos were in high demand.  And one 
man, so thankful for a bright orange jacket, will “shine” like no other, mentioned one of the teens. 
 
The energy on the bus was unreal.  Singing together and later on reflecting on discussions and lessons 
learned: 

THE MIDNIGHT RUN EXPERIENCE: 
“THE HOMELESS ARE PEOPLE TOO” 



Temple Rodeph Torah News                           April/May 2015 
 

7 
 

 Everyone has a story, and it is sometimes not clear as to whether those stories are true nor for us 
to judge – on the street for 55 years or that their family was royalty.   

 Not all homeless are poor. Some are well educated but circumstances beyond control have led 
them down this path. 

 Gratitude for protein and calories is important when you have to walk the extra mile to find 
somewhere safe to rest. 

But perhaps the biggest takeaway these teens were left with was that the homeless are individuals with 
feelings and preferences.  As one teen said, “the homeless are people too.”   
 
         Paula Alves 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                              
His name was Nachshon. His story emerges out of the richness of both Torah and Midrash. 
 
The Israelites were on the move, leaving behind the bitterness of slavery.  
 
The Egyptian army was rapidly approaching from the rear, and the Reed Sea was in front of them. So our 
people froze.  
 
And then, Nachshon, an Israelite, walked straight into the Sea. An act of faith. An act of courage. He took 
the future into his hands. 
 
The Sea split. And the rest is part of the history of Passover.  
 
These are the last days in which you can cast your vote for ARZA’s delegation to the World Zionist 
Congress, that singular parliament of the Jewish People that will convene in Jerusalem in October. On the 
agenda of the Congress will be items critical not just to Israel’s future, but to the future of our own 
children and grandchildren in America. 
 
Each of us can be a Nachshon. Cast your vote for ARZA and for Israel’s future as a light unto the nations.  
Don’t be indifferent. Don’t for a moment think that your single vote is not important. 
 
Want more information? Visit www.reformjews4israel.org. And while you’re there vote the ARZA: 
Representing Reform Judaism in Israel slate. 
 
Voting concludes April 30th. Remember - our people’s greatest miracles have emerged out of our 
decisions to shape our own future. 
 
There can be no DAYYENU until each of us has voted. 
 
 

 

 

ARZA – IT’S NOW OR NEVER! 
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Friday, 4/3  - FIRST NIGHT OF PESACH – NO SERVICE TONIGHT 

    Candle Lighting 7:05 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 4/4  - Shabbat Morning & First Day of Pesach Service – 10:00 a.m.  

    Minyan leader: Rabbi Don Weber 

 

Thursday, 4/9  - Service for 7
th

 Day Pesach / Yiskor – 8:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, 4/10  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m.  

    Sermon: “Yes, I Had Pizza Tonight” 

 Birthday Blessings for April (note different week); Candle 

Lighting 7:12 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 4/11  - Shabbat Morning Services: 

    9:15 a.m. TOT SHABBAT, with Rabbi Stern & Jennifer Herzog 

    10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. Minyan Leader: Karen Goldstein 

 

Friday, 4/17  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. 

    Sermon: “Yom Ha-Shoah in the 21
st
 Century” 

    Candle Lighting 7:19 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 4/18  - Shabbat Morning Services – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 

    B’nai Mitzvah: Joshua and Simone Kizel 

    Minyan Leaders: Bob and Susan Dollinger  

 

Friday, 4/24  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. 

    HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 

    TEACHER APPRECIATION SHABBAT 

     Anniversary Blessings for April; Candle Lighting 7:27 p.m. 

 

Friday, 5/1   - ROCK SHABBAT SERVICE – 6:30 p.m. 

    Guest Artist: Peri Smilow

 Birthday Blessings for May; Candle Lighting 7:34 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 5/2  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 

    Minyan Leader: Karen Goldstein 

 

Friday, 5/8  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m.  

    Sermon: “The Evolving Jewish Approach to Disabilities” 

    Candle Lighting 7:41 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 5/9  - Shabbat Morning Services: 

    9:15 a.m. TOT SHABBAT, with Rabbi Stern & Jennifer Herzog 

    10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. Minyan Leader: Cantor Alexander 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
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Friday, 5/15  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. 

    B’nai Torah Ceremony, welcoming the Confirmation Class of 

    5776/2016 

    Candle Lighting 7:48 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 5/16  - Shabbat Morning Services: 

    10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. Minyan Leader: Rabbi Weber 

    11:00 a.m. BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  

    (weather permitting; rain date May 23) 

 

Friday, 5/22  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. 

    Sermon: “In Praise of Jerusalem, with Eyes Wide Open” 

    Candle Lighting 7:55 p.m. 

         

Saturday, 5/23  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 

    Minyan Leader: Sharon Aptaker 

 

    EREV SHAVUOT / CONFIRMATION / YISKOR SERVICE  

    7:30p.m. 

 

Friday, 5/29  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. 

    Aufruf of Matthew Sokal and Kimberly Sherman 

    Sermon: “Why Be a Volunteer?” 

     Anniversary Blessings for May; Candle Lighting 8:01 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 5/30  - Shabbat Morning Services – 10:00 a.m. 

    Bat Mitzvah: Chloe Persily 

    Minyan Leader: Neal Finkelstein 

 

Please call the temple office if you know of any temple member who is ill, or who has been admitted to the 

hospital. We want to visit and offer our help, but we cannot help unless we know about them! 

 
    

 

Temple Rodeph Torah is proud to be partners with: 

 
 

                                    
 
 

 
Temple Rodeph Torah is a member of the Union for Reform Judaism, 

 and a Partner Congregation of Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger 

Recognized as an ACCESSIBLE CONGREGATION by the National Organization on Disabilities 
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President: Larry Rosen   Treasurer: Alan Margolies   
 Vice President: Mike Esquenazi Financial Secretary: Matt Jacobson 

Vice President: Denise Swartz  Recording Secretary: Bob Dollinger 
 Vice President: Juli Blumenthal Past President: Brion Feinberg 

 
Directors 

Della Cherchia 
Ellie Golden 
Tmima Grinvald 
Rich Kaplin 
Andrea Kazin 
Marc Knobloch 

Sari Rubin 
      Dan Schleifstein 
      Ilene Skolnik 
      Jeff Weiss 
      Jodi Zukoff

 
Committee Chairpersons/Representatives 

 
Education: Robyn Gandelman 
Finance: Mike Esquenazi 
Men’s Club: Michael Klass 
Nominating/Volunteer Growth: 

Ellen Finkelstein 
 

Sisterhood: Susan Dollinger 
Social Action: Andrea Kazin 
Strategic Planning: Bob Dollinger 
Worship: Robbin Friedell 
Youth: Howie Gandelman

 
 
 

Anyone else counting the days until summer?    
 
Even though we’ve had such a cold, snowy winter, Sisterhood has been busy. Bylaws were updated and 
approved. We will begin planning programming and fundraisers for 2015 -2016.   
 
Thank you to everyone who purchased trees in celebration of Tu B’shevat.  Did you know that trees are 
available throughout the year and your donation directly supports Temple Rodeph Torah? To purchase 
additional trees, please contact the temple office during normal business hours. 
 
We would also like to thank everyone who purchased Mah Jongg Cards. Your support of Sisterhood is 
greatly appreciated.  
 
In March, Sisterhood was proud to help support the annual Purim Carnival.  
 
We are getting ready for our much anticipated Bunco Night – Wednesday, April 29th, at 7:30 p.m. 
You can sign up online and pay by credit card using the link: bunco.trt.org. To pay by check, please  
see the flyer with details in this month’s newsletter or in the “This Week at TRT” email. The cost is 
$18.00 for Sisterhood members, $23.00 for non-members. Checks should be made payable to “TRT 
Sisterhood.” 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SISTERHOOD 

http://bunco.trt.org/
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Our Judaica Shop showcase (in the temple lobby) has many new and unique items for sale. Marcia 
Borshof does a wonderful job of updating the merchandise, so stop by and see what’s new. If you are 
interested in making a purchase, you can contact Marcia at marlaza7@gmail.com or the temple office. 
 
Our monthly meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, at 7:30 p.m. If you have new ideas 
or would like to be a part of our planning process, please join us. 
 

Shalom, 
Susan Dollinger 
Sisterhood President 

 
 
 
 
The Social Action Committee thanks everyone who made meatloaves and donated cans of soup for our 
January Mitzvah of the Month, “Meatloaf, Anyone?” and February’s SOUPER BOWL collection. The 
soup kitchen at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church and The Foodbank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties 
were very grateful. We would also like to thank everyone who joined us for dinner and Rock Shabbat 
services with our friends and neighbors from Wicker Memorial Baptist Church.  
 
The Mitzvah of the Month of March continues into April. We will be collecting gently worn prom 
dresses, gowns and suits for Becca’s Closet. These items will be distributed to local High School students 
just in time for this year’s prom.  Everyone knows that the accessories make the outfit. If you have shoes 
or jewelry that go with the dress, please consider donating them as well. Please hang the dresses and suits 
on the coat rack in the atrium and put all accessories in the collection box.  
 
Yom HaShoah -Holocaust Remembrance Day begins at sundown on April 15th. Light a Yellow Candle 
at home to keep alive the memories of the six million who perished. The Social Action Committee has 
purchased these special yahrzeit candles. Each candle is $2 and all proceeds will go to the Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington, DC. If you would like to participate, please contact Andrea Kazin at 
andreakaz@trt.org  
 
Save the date:  Sunday, May 17th, will be our Spring Food Drive for the Foodbank of Monmouth and 
Ocean Counties. We will be collecting food at two local supermarkets, Shop Rite of Marlboro and the 
A&P of Marlboro. If you are interested in volunteering to help collect food, please contact Bill Fireman at 
732-972-2572, or WDF9810@aol.com. 
 
We continue our partnership with the soup kitchen at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church in Asbury Park.  
If you would like to volunteer to help serve meals on any Sunday from 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., please 
contact Andrea at sumbodynnj@aol.com, or 732-946-3535. 
 
Please join us for our meetings on Wednesday, April 22nd and May 27th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Andrea Kazin  

“Acts of Lovingkindness with Passion and Joy” 

 

SOCIAL ACTION 

mailto:marlaza7@gmail.com
mailto:andreakaz@trt.org
mailto:WDF9810@aol.com
mailto:sumbodynnj@aol.com
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Torah Today 
  A Brief Summary of Each Week’s Torah Portion 

 

 

 
Shabbat 4/3-4/4 – Passover 
Shabbat 4/10-4/11 - Passover 
 
Shabbat 4/17-4/18 Parashat Shemini, Leviticus 9:1-11:47      Summary by Aron Dercher 
Moses conveys to Aaron God’s requirements for preparing offerings to atone for the sins of Aaron and 
the Jews. When the offering is made, a mystical fire consumes the burnt offering which amazes the 
people. Two of Aaron’s sons are destroyed because they do not follow God’s instructions.The rules of 

what living things are kosher are described. 
 
Shabbat 4/24-4/25 Parashat Tazria, Leviticus 12:1-13:59  Summary by Lynn Sternberg 
New mothers are considered ritually unclean and must undergo certain sacrifices of purification. If a male 
is born, the mother is unclean for seven days; for a female child, 14 days. After purification — 33 days 
for a male, 66 days for a female — a sacrifice is made and the woman is clean once again. Priests have 
the responsibility to diagnose various skin ailments including leprosy, burns and baldness, to determine if 
a person is ritually clean or unclean. They can also examine a person’s clothing to see if the person is 
“clean.” If a person or piece of clothing is unclean, they are isolated for seven days and then reexamined 
by the priest. 
 
Shabbat 4/24-4/25 Parashat Metzora, Leviticus 14:1-15:33         Summary by Fran Robby 
Rituals of cleansing, to be performed on lepers and on houses afflicted by a plague, are described in great 
detail. For lepers, these rituals involve bathing, shaving of hair, and slaughtering and sacrificing of 
animals. For afflicted homes these rituals involve the closing of the home, scraping and replastering of its 
walls, and finally, if necessary, the dismantling of the house. Also described are the ritual cleansing for a 
man with an unclean discharge from his male organ, and for a woman when she is menstruating, or 
having some other discharge. 
 
Shabbat 5/1-5/2 Parashat Aharei Mot, Leviticus 16:1-18:30  Summary by Bernice Levison 
After the death of Aaron’s sons, God tells Moses to tell Aaron to put on ritual garments and make 
specifically described sacrifices to atone for his sins, the sins of his household and all of the Israelites. 
The rituals for the day of atonement are given so that the Israelites can cleanse their sins every year. The 
rules for eating meat and spilling the blood of the animals are also described.  The last section gives the 
laws governing sexual relationships. 

 
Shabbat  5/1-5/2 Parashat Kedoshim, Leviticus 19:1 – 20:27     Summary by Neal Perlman 
God gives the Israelites detailed guidelines for moral, ethical and sexual conduct appropriate for living in 
Israel. God warns them not to conduct themselves in the same manner as the nation God is expelling. God 
pronounces that just as they are set apart from other peoples, they are to set apart the clean beasts from the 
unclean. 
 
Shabbat 5/8-5/9  Parashat Emor, Leviticus 21:1-24:23            Summary by Elise Kaye 
Adonai tells Moses to speak to Aaron’s sons, who are the priests. The priests are given instructions 
regarding the manner in which they must uphold their priestly duties. Chapter 22 discusses the rules 
governing the sacred donations, which the Israelites consecrate to God. In chapter 23, God instructs 
Moses to educate the Israelites on the fixed times of sacred occasions, and the manner in which these  
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occasions should be observed. Also discussed are the various offerings associated with these occasions or 
events. In chapter 24, Adonai reveals the rules for lighting and kindling lamps regularly. In addition, the 
philosophy of an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth is emphasized. 
 
Shabbat  5/15-5/16 Parashat Behar, Leviticus 25:1 – 26:2      Summary by Linda Cranin 
This portion deals with the use of property, both the land and slaves. Adonai speaks to Moses, telling him 
to instruct the Israelite people on how to keep their land productive by allowing it to rest in the seventh 
year. The rules for keeping, redeeming and freeing both Israelite and gentile slaves are discussed. Two of 
the Ten Commandments are discussed: do not make idols, and keep the Sabbath. 
 
Shabbat 5/15-5/16 Parashat Behukkotai, Leviticus 26:3 – 27:34  Summary by Neal Finkelstein 
God tells the Israelites of the good things that will happen if they observe the commandments. The rains 
will come, the harvest will be bountiful, there will be peace in the land; but if there should be a war, the 
Israelites will be victorious. God will dwell amongst the people. On the other hand, if the people do not 
observe the commandments, God will deal harshly with them and there will be disease, famine, and their 
enemies will defeat them. If the people remain hostile, God will disperse them among all the nations until 
such time as they atone. When they atone, God will remember the Covenant made with the patriarchs and 
will again look with favor on the Israelites. The second part of the portion concerns the value of gifts 
people offer to God. When people experienced good fortune or wanted a favor from God, they promised 
or vowed themselves, part of their land, or other valuable possession. Rather than giving the promised 
item, it was permissible to give the monetary equivalent. The second part of the Torah reading deals with 
the way to determine the monetary value. 

 
NUMBERS 
 
Shabbat 5/22-5/23 Parashat Bamidbar, Numbers 1:1-4:20         Summary by Neil Cooper 
Adonai tells Moses to take a census of the Israelites to determine how many men over the age of 20 could 
serve in the army. All tribes except the Levites are counted. Adonai tells Moses to place the Levites in 
charge of the Tabernacle. Over 600,000 men are counted. 
 
Shabbat 5/29-5/30 Parashat Naso, Numbers 4:21-7:89           Summary by Rachel Levenstein 
God gives Moses instructions to take a census of the Gershonites and Merarites. Aaron is to inform them 
of their duties to the Tent of Meeting. Moses is to remove any “unclean” members of the camp. God tells 
Moses the punishments for violations of certain laws. Finally, Moses and Aaron are given a prayer to 
bless the Israelites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Please come and help us make a minyan every 

Saturday morning at 10:00 a.m.  

in the OnegRoom. 

We pray, sing, learn and nosh together in a warm 

casual atmosphere.  

All ages are wanted and welcome. 
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JOIN TEAM “HOWARD’S BUDDIES” AND “WALK TO DEFEAT ALS®” 
Every year, hundreds of thousands of people across the country bring their determination, energy, and 
passion to the Walk to Defeat ALS®. The Walk to Defeat ALS® empowers people with ALS, family, 
friends, and the community to fight back against a disease that often leaves many feeling powerless. 
Howard Beutel, TRT congregant and husband of TRT educator, Marilyn Beutel, has been diagnosed with 
ALS. While the family remains strong and optimistic, the need for the ongoing research towards 
conquering this horrific disease is needed to provide relief to Howard and other ALS sufferers.  
  
Friends, family, and members of the TRT community are invited to join Team Howard’s Buddies in the 
ALS Walk on May 17th, 2015, in Long Branch, NJ. If you are available, the family would love you to 
join the team and show support for Howard.   However, if you are not able to participate on that day, you 
can also support the efforts by making a donation to help reach the team’s goal.   
  
All proceeds are tax deductible and go to The ALS Association, which helps fund money for research and 
directly helping families who are affected by the disease.  To date, the association has already provided 
tremendous support by offering information, loaning equipment and providing emotional support. 
  
We would be honored if you would consider signing up for the walk or making a donation to “Howard’s 
Buddies.”  Please go to:  http://webgny.alsa.org/goto/marilynbeutel to make a donation and/or to sign up 
and be a part of the team. 
 
SHOP ONLINE AND HELP TRT! 
Did you know that you can do your online shopping and support TRT at the same time for no additional 
cost? See the link on our weekly email or visit www.iGive.com to sign up. 
 
ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
TRT offers scholarships to any student presently in the confirmation program or who has been confirmed, 
up through and including the summer after 12th grade.  Money in the Israel Scholarship Fund will be 
equally divided among all students traveling to Israel this summer on an approved youth Israel trip, not to 
exceed $1,000 per student.  Requests for scholarship money should be in writing to the Education 
Committee.  Contact Ellen Finkelstein, at 732-972-8624, or ellenstf@gmail.com for more information.  
We appreciate the congregation's generosity in considering the Israel Scholarship Fund when making a  
donation to the temple. 
 
SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS WAITING TO JOIN TRT 
Did you know that most of our members joined because they knew someone who already belonged? Your 

invitation to a neighbor or friend to join you at a service is the best advertising we have. We are also 

happy to send our Newsletter to any interested family, but we can't do it until you tell us who they are. 

Call the temple office, at 732-308-0055, and give us the names; we will take it from there. And if they 

join, (in any category other than Parent/Grandparent), and remain members for a minimum of six months, 

you get a month’s dues free! Think about what your belonging to Rodeph Torah means to you, and help 

us reach out to others. (Besides, you can always use another driver for the carpool...)  

 

PLEASE HELP US HELP YOU 
When scheduling a life-cycle event in which you would like either Rabbi Weber or Cantor Alexander to 
participate (weddings, namings, funerals, unveilings, etc.), please call them first. If you set the time for  
such events without calling, it may be impossible for them to attend. Though a funeral overrides almost 
                              

NEWS AND NOTES AT TRT 

http://webgny.alsa.org/goto/marilynbeutel
tel:732-972-8624
mailto:ellenstf@gmail.com
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everything else, clearing the time in advance may save us from disrupting classes or programs already 
scheduled. We understand the stressful nature of such times in our lives, and with your help we can make 
them a little easier on everyone. If you have any questions about life-cycle events, please feel free to call 
Rabbi Weber, at 732-409-1268, or Cantor Alexander, at 732-308-2311.   
 
WHAT DO THE LETTERS “MS” MEAN TO YOU? 
Looking to form a support group for those with multiple sclerosis. Open to the entire community. Contact 
Robyn Gandelman for more information at 732-616-0297, or esgputer@optonline.net. 
 

TRT CLASSIFIEDS 
 Traveling?  Contact TRT for recommendations to attend Shabbat services or other events at a 

synagogue near your destination. 
 Got Tech Skills?  Join the TRT tech crew and help deliver the audio, visual and technological 

experiences throughout the year.  Must be 15 years or older.  Experience not required. 
 Unwanted car?  Donate it to TRT for a tax deduction! 
 Do you have experience to share?  Register as a mentor through the TRT Men's Club and help a 

professional in our community.  Email msklass@optonline.net. 
 Need a mentor?  Let TRT connect you!  Contact the temple office at office@trt.org 
 Do you have an event coming up?  Rent the sanctuary at TRT!  For information, call or email 

the office at (732) 308-0055 or office@trt.org. 
 Advertise with us!  The TRT newsletter is a great place to promote your business!  Contact Iris 

Schleifstein at i.schleifstein@gmail.com or 732-536-6117 or the temple office. 
 Looking for a memorial or commemorative opportunity?  Sponsor a project or program at 

TRT in honor of a loved one.  Contact Rabbi Weber at rebweb18@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
REFORM JUDAISM 101 IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
Got questions about Judaism? Got friends with questions? Do you want ideas on how to live your Jewish 
life in your everyday reality? Or maybe you are looking for a special recipe? The Union for Reform 
Judaism has introduced www.reformjudaism.org as a one-stop resource for everything Jewish, including 
holidays, recipes, social justice, Jewish life and learning, blogs, Israel and much more.  
 
 
                 continued next page 
 
 

NEWS AND NOTES IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Cemetery Plots Available  
A limited number of cemetery plots are still available in the 

Temple Rodeph Torah section at Beth Israel Cemetery in 
Woodbridge, NJ.   

The significantly discounted rates are available for pre-
purchase or at time of need, but only through this offer. 

Contact the office today at (732) 308-0055 or email 
cemetery@trt.org for information. 

mailto:esgputer@optonline.net
mailto:msklass@optonline.net
tel:%28732%29%20308-0055
mailto:office@trt.org
mailto:i.schleifstein@gmail.com
mailto:rebweb18@gmail.com
mailto:cemetery@trt.org
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THE JEWISH PARENT PAGE 
Did you know that the URJ (Union for Reform Judaism) has many informative and interesting items on 
their website at urj.org? One of these, The Jewish Parent Page, informs and educates about the Jewish  
holidays and their customs. It includes blessings, historical background, recipes, family activities and 
other creative ways to celebrate the Jewish festivals. Go to www.urj.org/learningforparents/parents/. 
RJ.ORG: NEWS AND VIEWS OF REFORM JEWS 

Check out the new Reform Movement blog at www.RJ.org, which is a place to read facts, opposing 
opinions, calls to action and interesting tidbits from the greater Jewish world. New entries posted daily. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM 
Learn the fundamentals of Jewish thought and practice in 16-20 weeks. This course is perfect for 
interfaith couples, non-Jews considering conversion, and Jews looking for an adult-level introduction. 
Visit www.reformjudaism.org/intro for more information. 
 
CAN YOU SPARE TEN MINUTES A DAY? 
Thousands for people are now spending 10 minutes a day learning about Jewish life. Subscribe to receive 
an email, delivered directly to your inbox daily, offering a personal connection to a Jewish text, issue or 
topic, including insight on the week’s Torah portion, Israel, social justice and Jewish ethics.   
Visit www.reformjudaism.org/ten for more info. 
 
ARE YOU GOING ON VACATION OUTSIDE OF THE U.S.A.? WANT TO SEE A REFORM 
CONGREGATION IN ANOTHER COUNTRY? 
How do you find your larger Progressive/Reform/Liberal family when travelling outside of North 
America? The process is different than what you find in North America, where synagogues and Jewish  
institutions in North America generally have an "open-door" policy and regularly welcome visitors.  
The best way is to have the World Union for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ) make the connection for you.  

Several weeks in advance of your vacation, go to wupj.org to search for WUPJ congregations and then 
email or call Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor (gary@wupj.org or 212.452.6531). Provide your travel dates, 
planned accommodations, when you would like to visit the congregation, the number of people in your 
party, and a way to contact you once you are there. If given sufficient time, we can arrange a personal 
visit. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZAL TOV 
to Michele and Alan Blaier, on the marriage of their son, Adam and Ms. Einat Haddad 
to Marlee Neugass, on being elected Religious and Cultural Vice-President of NYFTY-GER 
to Tara Fuchs and Tori Richman, for winning the Purim Costume Contest. You made everyone  

smile! 

 

Please support our advertisers! 
Their ads help to defray some of our 

costs… 
If you know of anyone who would be 

interested in advertising with us, please 

have them contact the temple office 
 

Go Green with our  

E-Newsletter! 

Opt out of receiving a printed 
copy 

Enroll at 

enewsletter.trt.org 

                                         

http://www.urj.org/learningforparents/parents/
http://urj.org/cong/marketing/bulletin/?syspage=article&item_id=1713
http://www.reformjudaism.org/intro
http://www.reformjudaism.org/ten
http://wupj.org/
mailto:gary@wupj.org
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You are Cordially Invited 
It is with great pride and joy, we invite you to share in our simcha, as our twins, Simone Estee and Joshua 
Brandon are called to the Torah as B’nai Mitzvah on Saturday, April 18, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.  Please join 
us for the oneg following the service.   
                                                     Irwin & Lisa Kizel 
 
Our world reflects a rich tradition of yesterday and the bright promise of tomorrow as our daughter and 
sister, Chloe Elizabeth, is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, May 30, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. 
We would be honored if you would join us at the service    

Robin, Marc, Jacob and Jesse Persily 
 
Do you have a simcha in your family — a new child or grandchild, an engagement or a wedding, a 

promotion, new job or an academic award? Please call the temple office and tell us, so we can share 

the news with your temple family! 
 

 

 
TRT’s Board of Directors, clergy and members express our thanks to: 
 
Yang Lu and the TRT Bowling Team for their generous donations for our computer center. 
 
For the Gala: 
Larry Rosen for leading the team 
Cindi Kaplin for her planning expertise and lending us the beautiful decorations 
Alan Margolies, Denise Swartz, Heather Miliote, Jody Kudless, Mara Knobloch, Marc Knobloch and 
Sheryl Cooper for all their help in planning and executing this marvelous affair. 
 
For the Wicker Dinner: 
Bill and Ilene Fireman for arranging the food. 
Janet Caruso for providing the beautiful centerpieces and Dr. Amy Altenhaus for help setting up the 
dinner.  
 
For Purim: 
Thanks to all who made the celebration of Purim such a fun evening. 
 
For the Purim Shpiel: 
Director: Robbin Friedell 
Producer: Sheryl Cooper  
Band: Bruce Cooper, Ellie Golden, Charlie Pearlman 
Cast: Jackie Baron, Zach Baron, Brion Feinberg, Neal Finkelstein, Robbin Friedell, Howie Gandelman, 
Robyn Gandelman, Hope Hershman, Josh Kizel, Simone Kizel, Marc Knobloch, Henry Levenstein, 
Heather Miliote, Rebecca Russo and Jodi Zukoff 
 
The Megillah Readers who persevered through the cheering and the macaroni groggers: 
Suzie Beizer  
Allie Beutel  
Jennie Beutel  
Mort Blumenthal  

Miriam Eichler 
Ian Katsnelson  
Marissa Klass  
Heather Miliote  

Tori Richman 
Sydney Schoenholtz  
Rabbi Shira Stern 
Rabbi Don Weber 

HONORABLE MENSCHEN 
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OUR CONDOLENCES 
to Susan, Michael, Sara, Matthew and Adam Goldman, on the loss of Susan’s father, David Hills 
to Igor, Lucy, Jessica and Mark Rivilis, on the loss of Igor’s father, Mikhail Rivilis 
to Michael, Jennifer, Jonah, Ethan and Eli Levin, on the loss of Michael’s brother, David Levin 
to Laurie Kaufman, Liza Minihan and Adam Kaufman, on the loss of Laurie’s father, Isaac Heller. 
to Shifra Malkin, on the loss of her grandmother, Thelma Malkin 
to Charlie, Ellen, Jessica, Adam and Daniel Pearlman, on the loss of Charlie’s mother, Bess Pearlman. 
 

“Zichronam Livracha” – May their memory be a blessing to all who knew them 

 

 

 
 
College Outreach Fund 
Amy Altenhaus and Ralph Mavis, in memory of   
 Ray Mavis 
 
Fund for the Center for a Jewish Future 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper and family, in honor of   
 the birth of Bryce Hayes Levinson, grandson of  
 Randye and Sandy Derris 
Chloe Persily and Lilli Friedman, wishing Rabbi 
 Weber a Happy belated Hanukkah 
Susan and Richard Blecker, for the yahrzeit of   
 Morris Gelber 
The Schwitz family, for the yahrzeit of Carlee Wines 
 for the yahrzeit of Alan Gardiner 
Joan Ho and family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Charles Lee Ho Jr. 
TRT Sisterhood, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
 Rebecca Russo 
 in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Jacqueline Baron 
 

General Fund 
Mitchell Gold, for the yahrzeit of Jerome Gold 
Muriel and Don Stern, in memory of  
 Murray Moskowitz 
Sheila Aptaker, for the yahrzeit of Sally Appollo 
 for the yahrzeit of Morris Eisner 
 in memory of Harvey Rubin 
The Moskowitz family, for the yahrzeit of Fae Sherry 
Zalma and Bernie Gelber, for the yahrzeit of  
 Morris Gelber 
Hillary Goldstein, for the yahrzeit of Morris Gelber 
Corrine Altenhaus, for the yahrzeit of Rose Batlin 
Carol Zaitz, for the yahrzeit of O. Winslow Owens 
Larry Silverman, for the yahrzeit of Max Silverman 
Phyllis, David and Daniel Strauss, in memory of  
 Ingrid DiFazio, wife of Anthony DiFazio 
Ellen and Brian Block and family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Francis Friedman 
Joel Binkowitz and family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Anna Wotman 
 for the yahrzeit of Abe Brandes 

General Fund cont’d 
Ellen and Dan Koren, in memory of  
 Samuel Kozlovsky 
The Schwitz family, for the yahrzeit of Jack Bayer 
 for the yahrzeit of Kenneth Schwitz 
The Levenstein family, for the yahrzeit of 
 Leslie Levenstein 
Harvey Lieber, for the yahrzeit of Fritz Lieber 
 for the yahrzeit of Elsbeth Lieber  
 for the yahrzeit of Barbara Lieber 
Hanna and Wayne Singer, for the yahrzeit of 
 Louis Singer 
Gail, Jay, Matt, Shane and Alli Davis, for the 
 yahrzeit of Chaja Janower 
Anne Klepner, in memory of Marilyn Friedgood, 
 mother of Alan Friedgood 
Karen and Ted Groenstein, in memory of 
 David Hills, father of Susan Goldman 
Donna Smith and James Gerb, in memory of 
 David Hills 
The Kalmus Family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Stanley Kalmus 
Judy Borell, for the yahrzeit of Lena Kargman 
Joann and Les Friedeman, for the yahrzeit of 
 Milli Friedeman 
Joseph Adasko, for the yahrzeit of Beulah Adasko 
Boris Onefater and family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Isaac Smilevich 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper and family, for the yahrzeit  
 of Ida Trencher 
Mina Paltin, for the yahrzeit of Pepi Gelfinstein 
Sharon and Richard Schleifstein, in honor of  
 Ethan Asher Schleifstein’s first birthday 
 
Helena Project Fund 
Susan and Richard Blecker, for the yahrzeit of  
 Fanny Alderman 
Geri, Mike, Jared and Dana Kaplan, for the yahrzeit  
 of Morris Gelber 
Susan and Matthew Mester, in honor of the Bat  
 Mitzvah of Sophie Genovese-Mester 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
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Helena Project Fund cont’d 
Shelley Goldman, in memory of David Hills 
Vivian, Steven and Danielle Feinstein, for the  
 yahrzeit of Werner Blankenstein 
 
Herzog Music Fund 
Geri, Mike, Jared and Dana Kaplan, for the yahrzeit  
 of Fanny Alderman 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper, in honor of the Bat  
 Mitzvah of Rebecca Russo 
 
Hirsch/Rosen Memorial Youth Fund 
Ellen and Neal Finkelstein, with love and  
 congratulations to Jill Finkelstein 
Finkelstein and Wolman families, for the yahrzeit of  
 Jennie Rosenhoch 
Ellen and Neal Finkelstein and family, for the 
 yahrzeit of Ida Trencher 
Susan and Richard Blecker, for the yahrzeit of  
 Rose Brody 
 
Prayer Book Fund 
Regina Mester, for the yahrzeit of Gary Mester 
Mort Blumenthal and family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Joyce Blumenthal 
 for the yahrzeit of Bernard Blumenthal 
Randye and Sandy Derris, in honor of the birth of  
 their grandson, Bryce Hayes Levenson 
 for the speedy recovery of Rabbi Weber 
Vivian and Stuart Aronow, for the yahrzeit of  
 Morris Wind 
Miriam, Amanda and Jen Koppel, for the yahrzeit of  
 Max Wortman 
Susan Baron and family, for the yahrzeit of   
 Bruce Baron 
Wendye and Gregory Goldstein and family, for the  
 yahrzeit of Inez Goldstein 
Elaine and Paul Berk and friends, in memory of 
 Marilyn Friedgood 
Lizabeth and Sandy Goldstein, for the yahrzeit of 
 Ann Goldstein 
Sheila, Elissa and Craig Harris, for the yahrzeit of  
 Jack Solomon 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Joann and Les Friedeman, for Rabbi Weber’s speedy  
 recovery 
Judy and Marty Borell, in appreciation for all Rabbi  
 Weber has done for us and for the temple 
Lynn and Steve Chodos and family, in honor and  
 appreciation of all Rabbi Weber does 
Miriam Brooks, in honor of Rabbi Weber’s 30th  
 Anniversary at TRT 
Francine and Kevin Davis, in honor of Rabbi  
 Weber’s 30th Anniversary at TRT 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund cont’d 
Claudia, Julie and Alex Schreiber, in memory of  
 Mikhail Rivilis 
Sandy and Lizabeth Goldstein, for the yahrzeit of  
 Ann Goldstein 
The Landesman family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Harold Jacobson 
 for the yahrzeit of Eugene Landesman 
Paul and Elaine Berk, in memory of  
 Marilyn Friedgood 
Bill Fireman, for the yahrzeit of Jack Fireman 
Lynn and Jerry Sternberg, for the yahrzeit of  
 Eleanor Garelick 
Matt Mester, for the yahrzeit of Gary Mester 
Helene, Ira, Brett and Chad Kaplan, for the yahrzeit  
 of Bernie Fleigel 
Barbara, Mark, Matthew and Gregory Hirsch, for the  
 yahrzeit of Dorothy Sherman 
 for the yahrzeit of Meyer Sherman 
Robbin Friedell, for the yahrzeit of Nettie Douger 
Phyllis and Craig Porter, for the yahrzeit of  
 Elsa Mautner 
Tony DiFazio, for the yahrzeit of Fred Morgan 
Barbara Falk, for the yahrzeit of Seymour and  
 Rose Lesser 
Jerry and Isobel Miller, for the yahrzeit of  
 Rose Miller 
Michael Schoenholtz, for the yahrzeit of  
 Leah Schoenholtz 
Fran and Tom Szczesny, for the yahrzeit of  
 Anne Feurman 
 for the yahrzeit of Charles Feurman 
David and Randi Sorin, for the yahrzeit of  
 Claire Kaden 
Ron & Lucy Isaacson, for the yahrzeit of  
 Walter Isaacson 
 for the yahrzeit of Gary Wachter 
Eva Blankenstein, for the yahrzeit of  
 Werner Blankenstein 
Helene, Ira, Brett, Caryn, Tori and Chad Kaplan, for  
 the yahrzeit of Dr. Sydney Parish 
Trudy and Herb Beeber, for the yahrzeit of  
 Abraham Berkowitz 
Eric, Karen and Sydney Schoenholtz, for the yahrzeit  
 of Sarah Neckes 
 
Social Action Fund 
Susan and Bernie Aaron, in honor of the birth of  
 Odette Starfield 
Phyllis and Craig Porter, for the yahrzeit of  
 Pat Porter 
Andrea and Alan Kazin, in memory of  
 Marilyn Friedgood 
Geri, Mike, Jared and Dana Kaplan, for the yahrzeit  
 of Jacob Kaplan 
            continued next page 
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Social Action Fund cont’d 
Sheryl Cooper and Geri Kaplan, in memory of  
 David Hills 
Susan and Bernie Aaron, in memory of  
 Sara Fermaglich, mother of David Fermaglich 
 for the speedy recovery of Irv Perlman 
 
Temple Improvement and Beautification Fund 
Anne and Matt Jacobson and family, in memory of  
 Marilyn Friedgood 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper, in memory of  
 Marilyn Friedgood 
 

Temple Improvement and Beautification Fund 
cont’d 
Andrea and Alan Kazin, in honor of the B’nai 
 Mitzvah of Emily and Jake Fleischman 
 
Willner/Weinstein Educational Endowment Fund 
Shelley and Marc Willner, for the yahrzeit of  
 Robert Lev 
 in memory of John Laputka’s mother 
 in memory of Pauline Forman Robb 
Randi and David Brown and Erica Rosenson, 
 for the yahrzeit of Michelle Friedman

These names will be included in the list of yahrzeits on the Shabbat indicated. In addition, at our 

Friday evening service and Shabbat morning minyan, we will invite all those who wish to rise and say 

the name of the one(s) for whom they are saying Kaddish. 

  
DATE  DECEASED     REMEMBERED BY  

  
Shabbat Observance 4/3 - 4/4           

4/1   Henry Krakauer *     father of Randall Krakauer     
4/1   Esther Samuelson *     mother of Susan Berman     
4/1   Sylvia Perlman       mother of Irving Perlman     
4/2   Maya Chadash       mother of Tali Deutsch     
4/3   Rebecca Behar *     grandmother of Barbara Chamoff     
4/3   David Janower       father of Gail Davis     
4/4   Gussie Fischer *     mother of Craig Fischer ז"ל  
4/4   Susie Morin *      grandmother of Bonnie Siegel     
4/4   Pauline Nadboy *     mother of Melodye Caretsky     
4/4   Sebastian DiFazio       father of Anthony DiFazio     
4/4   Josef Wajngold       father of David Wajngold     
4/4   Aaron Weisberg       father of Karen Joseph     
4/4   Olive Shaw *      mother of Kathy Fischer, 
        grandmother of Cari Luna and 
        Joel Fischer     

Shabbat Observance 4/10 - 4/11           
4/5   Joseph Akselrad *     father of Phyllis Levenstein     
4/5   Sydney Schwitz *     father of Mark Schwitz     
4/6   Julius Barr        father of Ilene Skolnik     
4/6   Joseph Caruso       brother of Lawrence Caruso     
4/6   Sheila Silverman       mother of Jodi Zukoff     
4/6   Aaron Wagner       father of Lisa Schwartz     
4/6   Minnie Weiss        grandmother of Michael Kaplan     
4/7   Barbara Greenblatt *     sister of Ed Russin     
4/7   Bernard Youman       uncle of Bonnie Friedland     
4/8   Florence Giddins       mother of Joan Ruffine     
4/9   Henry Ferber        father of Norman Ferber     
4/9   Fay Ginsberg        mother of Alan Ginsberg     

YAHRZEITS 
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4/10   Mollie Gerber        mother of Irwin Misshula     
4/11   Ellen Berrol *      wife of Steven Berrol,     
           member of Temple Rodeph Torah     
4/10   Roberta Pollack       sister of Jerome Wainick     
4/11   Ceil Leifer        mother of Susan Barber ז"ל 
4/11   Aaron Moskowitz       father of Michael Moskowitz     
            

Shabbat Observance 4/17 - 4/18           
4/12   Charlotte Goldberg *     mother of Gerry Goldberg ז"ל     
4/12   Lorraine Rosenberg *     wife of Michael Rosenberg, 
           mother of Barbara Sher 
4/12   Charlotte Deutsch       mother of Beth Kamenitz     
4/12   Stuart Gothelf        uncle of Rabbi Don Weber     
4/12  Minnie Welkin*       grandmother of Ellen Finkelstein  

and Sheryl Cooper     
4/13   Blanche Kirnum *     mother of Jody Feigenbaum     
4/13   Ann Mednikoff       grandmother of Laurie Kaufman     
4/13   Sarah Shapiro        mother of Sheryl Goldberg     
4/13   Lillian Wainick       mother of Jerome Wainick     
4/14   Irving Falk *      father of Ruth Kaufman     
4/14   Dennis Berliner *     father of Sherri Hiller     
4/14   Harvey Friedgood *     father of Alan Friedgood     
4/15   Estelle Craig        mother of Richard Craig     
4/15   Brunia Schwartzbach       grandmother of Richard Mizrachi     
4/16   Eva Garfield        grandmother of Saul Curtis     
4/16   Sterling Hale        cousin of Rabbi Shira Stern     
4/16   Robert Rosen        father of Lawrence Rosen     
4/17  June Siegel *      mother of Elaine Newman     
4/17   Mae Anker        mother of Arlene Mayer     
4/17   David Marcus        uncle of Barbara Klein     
4/18   Anna Kaufman *     aunt of Arthur Kaufman     
4/18   Rachel Lustig *     mother of Marsha Gross     
4/18   Rosyln Orlofsky *     mother of Ellen Berrol ז"ל    
4/18   Sophie Lester        grandmother of Jay Davis     
4/18   Irving Margulis       grandfather of Alan Kazin     
4/18   Gilbert Spritzer       father of Marc Spritzer     

            
Shabbat Observance 4/24 - 4/25           

4/19   Rose Rosen *      mother of Jeffrey Rosen     
4/19   George Johnson       father of Gabrielle Eichel     
4/19   Nancy Lytle        cousin of Linda Cranin     
4/19   Bella Margulis       grandmother of Alan Kazin     
4/19   Morton Pomerantz *     father of Nina Grossman     
4/19   Bernard Salkin *     husband of Shirley Salkin,     

father of Karen Goldstein     
4/20   Philip Glasser        father of David Glasser     
4/20   Hyman Menachem       father of Ellen Kaufman     
4/20   Reuben Zweifler *     father of Susan Baron     
4/21   Shirley Lev        aunt of Marc Willner     

             continued next page 
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4/22   Nathan Fine *      father of Morton Fine     
4/22   Stanley Bauman       husband of Frances Bauman     
4/22   Kenneth M. Esser Sr.       father of Kenneth Esser     
4/22   Harry Markowitz       uncle of Ilene Fireman     
4/22   Harry Weinberger       father of William Weinberger     
4/22   Morris Weiss        grandfather of Michael Kaplan     
4/22   Morris Wiskin       father of Jerry Wiskin     
4/22   Charlotte Solomon *     mother of Sheila Harris     
4/23   Norman Weinberg *     brother-in-law of Linda Weinberg     
4/23   Leah Beizer        grandmother of Suzanne Beizer     
4/23   Marilyn Brief        aunt of Michael Klass     
4/24   Minnie Friedland       mother of Lawrence Friedland     
4/24   Janette Shindel *     mother of Steven Kaufman     
4/25   Rubin Gale *      father of Francine Robby     
4/25   Ruth Hills        mother of Susan Goldman     
4/25   Charles Shaw *      father of Kathy Fischer, 

grandfather of Cari Luna and  
Joel Fischer     

            
Shabbat Observance 5/1 - 5/2  

4/26   Werner Blankenstein *     husband of Eva Blankenstein, 
            father of Vivian Feinstein     
4/27   Betty Shorr *      mother of Brian Shorr,     
         grandmother of Jodie Sherer     
4/27   Louis Silverberg       grandfather of Craig Porter     
4/27   Allan Waldman       brother-in-law of Sanford  

Goldstein     
4/27   Abraham Goldman *     father of Iris Schleifstein     
4/28   Gloria Beigel       aunt of Karen Goldstein     
4/28   Hyman Trencher       grandfather of Sheryl Cooper and  

Ellen Finkelstein     
4/28   Arlene Kurnit *     mother of Jonathan Kurnit     
4/30   Samuel Miller        father of Jerome Miller     
4/30   C. Norbert Smalling      uncle of Linda Cranin     
4/30   Shirley Weber       grandmother of Lynn Sternberg     
4/30   Miriam Barber *     mother of Barry Barber     
4/30   Bertram Neustadt *     uncle of Jerry Wiskin     
5/1   Mario Maravent       uncle of Miriam Koppel     
5/1   Selwyn Schwartz       father of Mara Parish     
5/2   Helen Greco        mother of Helen Goldstein     
5/2   Sadye Sellinger       grandmother of Laurie Karmel     
5/2   Louis Mitosky *     father of Sophia Abramson     
            

Shabbat Observance 5/8 - 5/9           
5/3   Lorraine Slomka *     mother of Enid Brown ז"ל 
        mother of Carl Forman     
5/3   Julian Altenhaus       husband of Corrinne Altenhaus,  
              father of Amy Altenhaus     
5/3   Roberta Mangel       mother of Beth Nelson     
5/3   Rose Mitchell        great-aunt of Louis Weiner     
5/3   Herbert Schulman       father of Andrea Goutter     



Temple Rodeph Torah News                           April/May 2015 
 

23 
 

5/4   Yetta Schulman *     mother of Irene Ash     
5/5   Alice Harris *      mother of Susan Pack     
5/5   Gilbert Shorr *      father of Brian Shorr 
           grandfather of Jodie Sherer     
5/5   Benjamin Chancy       father of Phyllis Solomon     
5/5   Esther Kizel        mother of Irwin Kizel     
5/5   Florence Solomon       mother-in-law of Phyllis Solomon     
5/5   Ina Zurom        mother of Isobel Miller     
5/5   William Sternberg *     father of Jerry Sternberg 
5/6   Rose Herzog *      mother of Richard Herzog,     
         member of Temple Rodeph Torah     
5/6   Max Heidt        father of Maurice Heitt     
5/6   Jack Bucher *      father of Marty Bucher     
5/6   Irv Klier *      father of Bonnie Miller     
5/7   Irving Goldberg       father of Linda Wainick     
5/7   Jessie Needleman       mother of Rochelle Goldman     
5/7   Sheldon Rosenberg       husband of Arlene Lieber     
5/7   Bernard Bier *      father of Laurie Bier-Kramer     
5/7   Henry Klug *      father of Ronald Klug     
5/8   William Goldberg *     father of Roy Goldberg     
5/9   Lois Harriet Moncher       mother of Beth Moncher     
5/9   Genevieve Panconi       mother of Pamela Brisman     
            

Shabbat Observance 5/15 - 5/16           
5/11   Raymond Zwyer *     father of Beverly Azarchi     
5/11   Ed Rogers        grandfather of Linda Cranin 
5/11   Eleanor Singer *     mother of Leslie Rosenstock 
             grandmother of Joshua and Bobby  

Rosenstock     
5/12   Fannie Quint *      mother of Michael Quint ז"ל    
5/12   Martin Klier        uncle of Bonnie Miller     
5/13   Murray Freilich *     father of Nancy Gold     
5/13   Bernard Chodos *     father of Stephen Chodos     
5/13   Florence Davis *     mother of Jay Davis     
5/14   Selma Binkowitz       mother of Joel Binkowitz     
5/14  Mary Kaplan        grandmother of Michael Kaplan     
5/14   Eva Mass        grandmother of Cantor Joanna  

Alexander     
5/14   David Pastor        brother of Fred Pastor     
5/14   Iosef Smilovici       grandfather of Josephine Paltin     
5/15   Barbara Fischer *     mother of Michael Fischer     
5/15   Herbert Horowitz       father of Robert Horowitz     
 
5/16   Morris Friedman *     father of Alan Friedman     
5/16   Morris Bender       grandfather of Wendye Goldstein     
            

Shabbat Observance 5/22 - 5/23           
5/17   Sol Feigenbaum *     father of Joel Feigenbaum     
5/17   Melvin Aptaker       husband of Sheila Aptaker,     
            father of Jeffrey Aptaker     
                                 continued next page 
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5/17   Guiseppi Lofaro       father of Theresa Simon     
5/18   Sidney Rothman *     uncle of Marla Bucher     
5/19   Silda Kaufman *     mother of Arthur Kaufman     
5/20   Bella Gilbert *      mother of Janice Feldman     
5/20   Seymour Kleiner *     father of Andrea Cariello     
5/20   Eleanor Caruso       mother of Lawrence Caruso     
5/20   Bertha Wilson *     aunt of Nina Grossman     
5/21   Bernie Edelstein       grandfather of Cantor Joanna  

Alexander     
5/22   Betty Colin *      mother of Barbara Levy     
5/22   Alma Loebel *      mother of Morton Fine     
5/22   Samuel Markowitz       grandfather of Phyllis Levenstein     
         and Ilene Fireman     
5/22   Betty Colin *      grandmother of David Levy     
5/23   Murray Buchalter *     father of Donna Ponzo     
5/23   Edwin Stevens       father of Jeffrey Stevens     
            

Shabbat Observance 5/29 - 5/30 
5/24   Irving Schwartz *     father of Andrea Shorr,     
             grandfather of Jodie Sherer     
5/24   Allen S. Cranin       father of Randy Cranin     
5/24   Natalie Mautner       mother of Phyllis Porter     
5/24   Alvin Brenner *     father of Claudia Schreiber     
5/26   Irving Bizgia        grandfather of Jeffrey Stevens     
5/26   Hilda Fleigel *      mother of Helene Kaplan     
5/27   David Goldberg       father of Phyllis Krauss     
5/28   Frieda Broder        mother of Barri Zukoff     
5/29   Shirley Chasin       mother of Michael Chasin     
5/29   Abraham Zurom       father of Isobel Miller     
5/29   Muriel Zweig        aunt of Karen Goldstein     
5/30   Albert Goldberg *     father of Gerry Goldberg ז"ל    
5/30   Sam Tenenzapf *     father of Donna Chazanoff     

 
                     

 
* Indicates the dedication of a plaque on our Memorial Wall. 

         
Jewish tradition suggests that we give tzedakah to honor the memory of our loved ones who have died. 
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TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of Western Monmouth 

P.O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746 
 

TEMPLE CONTRIBUTIONS FORM 
 

______BOLENDER LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT FUND, to develop, enhance and encourage Jewish  

leadership 

______CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Cantor for the benefit of the congregation* 

______COLLEGE OUTREACH FUND, funding for programs to maintain contact with our college students 
______FUND FOR THE CENTER FOR A JEWISH FUTURE, for the Jewish education of our children. 

______GENERAL FUND, allows us to use your gift where it is needed most 

______HELENA PROJECT FUND, to provide Shabbat meals for families in times of upset and difficulty 

______HERZOG MUSIC FUND, for the musical needs of the congregation 

______HIRSCH/ROSEN MEMORIAL YOUTH FUND, provides funding for youth programs 

______ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND, provides financial assistance for youth trips to Israel 

______LANDSCAPING FUND, for the purchase of trees, shrubs and flowers to beautify our property 

______LIBRARY FUND, for the purchase of books for our Library 

______MEN’S CLUB TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of the Men’s Club 

______MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND, dedicated completely to paying down the principal on our mortgage 

______PRAYER BOOK FUND, for the purchase of our new High Holiday prayer books.  (Any amount may be  

      donated to this fund, but a contribution of $54 or more is required to dedicate a set of High Holiday prayer books) 
______RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Rabbi for the benefit of the congregation* 

______SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of Sisterhood 

______SOCIAL ACTION FUND, to support the Committee’s work of “repairing the world” 

______TEMPLE FACILITIES FUND, for the construction and maintenance of our home 

______TEMPLE IMPROVEMENT and BEAUTIFICATION FUND, provides funds for improvements to the temple 

______WILLNER/WEINSTEIN EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT FUND, provides interest income for the  

  Religious School’s future  

***       TREE OF LIFE/MEMORIAL PLAQUES: To celebrate a special occasion by purchasing a leaf for the Tree of  

 Life, or to honor the memory of a loved one who has died, please call the temple office. A Dedication Form  

 will be sent to you. 

__________________________ 

* Make checks payable to TRT-Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund or TRT-Cantor’s Discretionary Fund; all other funds 

payable to Temple Rodeph Torah. To donate online, go to www.trt.org and click on Donate. 

 

This donation is being made: 

 

In MEMORY of:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

In HONOR of:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Donation made by: 

 

Name:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Acknowledgment to be sent to the following:  

 

Name:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Contributions of any amount are welcomed, but there is an $18 minimum for each acknowledgment you wish sent. 

Please refer all questions to our temple office, 732-308-0055. 
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TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of Western Monmouth 

P. O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746 (Area Code 732) 

Office Telephone 308-0055   Religious School 308-3836 

web site: www.trt.org  email: office@trt.org 
 

 

Rabbi    Donald A. Weber  Office 409-1268 rebweb18@gmail.com 

       Home 972-2595 

Cantor    Joanna M. Alexander     308-2311 cantoralexander@trt.org  
                                   Home    312-286-3356 
Temple Administrator  Sheryl Cooper   308-0055 office@trt.org 

Educators   Rabbi Shira Stern   308-3836 rel.school@trt.org 

Barbara Klein   308-3836 hseducator@trt.org 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Tutor  Ruth Haim    252-8910 ruth.haim@yahoo.com 

 
President    Larry Rosen     917-572-3792    LRosen@LHRGB.com 
Vice-President   Mike Esquenazi   252-8753  mesquenazi@brickmanre.com 
Vice-President   Denise Swartz  332-9808  swartz4some@hotmail.com 
Vice-President   Juli Blumenthal  972-8404   jbmerc@aol.com 
Treasurer   Alan Margolies  536-3002  alanmargo@aol.com 
Financial Secretary   Matt Jacobson  536-7189  Matt_Jacobson@hotmail.com 
Recording Secretary    Bob Dollinger  252-8970  dollingerr@aol.com 
Past-President    Brion Feinberg   591-5814   brionf@trt.org 
  
ARZA     Marc Willner   536-4180   marcw18@aol.com 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Video   Ellie Golden   591-8791   LAgolden@aol.com 
Building & Grounds   Henry Levenstein  567-7799  hlev@optonline.net 
College Outreach   Marcia Borshof   972-1906   marlaza7@hotmail.com 
Education    Robyn Gandelman  683-1168   esgputer@optonline.net 
Service Requirements   Juli Blumenthal  972-8404  jbmerc@aol.com 
Finance     Mike Esquenazi   252-8753  mesquenazi@brickmanre.com 
Fundraising    Jodi Zukoff   591-1986   jozuko@yahoo.com 
Horaiynu    Barrie Cotter  970-9715  barriec@optonline.net 
Judaica Shop    Marcia Borshof   972-1906   marlaza7@hotmail.com 
Library     Heather Schleifstein  851-7124   HLM9@aol.com 
Men’s Club    Michael Klass  617-0477  msklass@optonline.net 
Newsletter Advertising   Iris Schleifstein   536-6117   i.schleifstein@gmail.com 
Newsletter        308-0055  trtnewsletter@gmail.com 
Sisterhood   Susan Dollinger   252-8970  suezq190@gmail.com 
Social Action    Andrea Kazin  946-3535  sumbodynnj@aol.com 
Technology    Harvey Lieber   677-3257   harvey.lieber@gmail.com 
Web Site Administrator   Neal Finkelstein   972-8624   webadmin@trt.org 
Women’s Spirituality Group  Suzie Beizer  933-1562   sbeizer@yahoo.com 
Worship    Robbin Friedell  462-1692  robbinalah@aol.com 
Youth     Howie Gandelman  683-1168   esgputer@optonline.net 
Youth Advisor - Chaverim  Sara Weissman  567-7175  sweissman@gmail.com 

       Jr.& Sr. RTSY            Shifra Malkin  908-642-6589  Shifra.Malkin@yahoo.com 
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imagine...write...create

After all, it's not just a house, it's your home.

349 Rt. 9 So. • Manalapan, N.J. 07726
732-536-8788

www.mmpmanalapan.com

DIGITAL PRINTING & MAILING SPECIALISTS

The Full Service Center For All Of Your Printing, 
Copying and Mailing Needs



MARTIN AND EDITH STEIN HOSPICE
at The Oscar and Ella Wilf Campus for Senior Living

49 Veronica Ave., Suite 206, Somerset, NJ 08873 • 732-227-1212
www.SteinHospiceNJ.org

Accredited by the National Institute for Jewish Hospice

•  Excellent Nurse to Patient Ratio
•   Home Health Aide Support for Family
•  Bereavement Support Monthly Meeting
•   Complementary Chicken Soup plus Harp 

 and Massage therapies

~ Jewish Hospice Care ~

MARK GRAINER, D.D.S., P.A.

100 Campus Drive, Suite 202
Morganville, New Jersey 07751
(732) 972-2300
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Cruise Holidays of Marlboro
is your one stop for all

PREFERRED TRAVEL PARTNER
FOR ALL THE TOP CRUISE LINES, HOTELS AND TOUR COMPANIES.

your travel needs!

Helene & Ira Kaplan
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1988

“When Personal Service Is As Important As Price”
Cruise In Call Up Click On

191 Route 9 South
Between Rt. 520 & Union Hill Road

732.972.2444
800.284.2784

Open 24/7 on the web
www.cruiseholidaysnj.com

of Marlboro

All-Inclusives, Hotels
Customized and Organized Land Tours

Over 26 years of experience
We bring you the same level of 5 star service

no matter if you book a vacation for land or sea.

Cruise and Cruise Tour Professionals

and personalized attention you have enjoyed,




