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From Rabbi Weber 

 ore than a decade ago, TRT made changes to welcome gays and lesbians into our 
congregation. We removed the labels of 
“husband” and “wife,” replacing them with 
“member.” We changed our temple Constitution 
to redefine a married couple as those married “in 

a civil or religious ceremony,” since no option for state-recognized 
marriage was available to same-sex couples at the time. We were 
ahead of the game and I am proud of that. 

So, how many gay/lesbian families do we have in the TRT family? 

None. 

When people ask me why we don’t have any G/L families or “out” 
individuals in our temple community, I answer their question with 
a question:  Why aren’t there any Jews in Wyoming? 

The answer, of course, is, because there aren’t any Jews in 
Wyoming. 

Think about it. When you moved to this area, what questions did 
you ask? If you have young children, you probably asked about the 
schools. You asked about commuting, or shopping, or recreation. 
And you probably asked if it was a “Jewish neighborhood.” You 
weren’t looking for Lakewood, but you wanted to know that you 
wouldn’t be the only Jew in the area. In other words, you wanted to 
know if there were people like you. 

I’ve spoken with some of the people who came to Manalapan and 
Marlboro in the late 1960s and early 1970s. They were pioneers of 
sorts, but they didn’t come alone. Groups of friends – young 
families – moved en masse to the area, bringing their social circles 
with them. Yes, they met some resistance from “the locals” – I got 
here in 1984 and some of the anti-Jewish sentiment still remained – 
but they were able to deal with it because they brought their  
                continued next page 
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friends, their traditions and their values with them. Still, ask some of the children of that “first wave” 
what it was like to be Jewish in the public schools; it wasn’t always easy. 

Imagine, then, being a same-sex family looking for a place to raise Jewish children today. Would you 
consider any of the towns in Western Monmouth to be gay-friendly? I don’t mean the attitudes of 
individuals in those towns, because no prospective resident can do a door-to-door survey to find out if 
people would welcome them or not. But if you drove around town, or went to a store or to the mall, 
would you feel… comfortable? Would you feel you belonged? Would you feel that there were people like 
you here? 

Would you feel comfortable at TRT? Or at any other congregation in our area? Or are we the "Wyoming" 
of gay and lesbian Jewish life? 

What we need are some pioneers: same-sex individuals and families with the chutzpah to move in, to 
establish themselves and make it easier for others to follow. That’s what we need, but I don’t think it is 
anyone’s fault if they don’t choose to do that. I imagine it is very difficult to be the first gay family in a 
community; I know how hard it is to be the first in a temple, because we had one lesbian family in our 
membership for several years. They tried – they really tried – but eventually they decided that it wasn’t 
fair to their children to ask them to explain, again and again, how they had two mommies and no daddy. 
And they also confessed that it just wasn’t… comfortable. They said they came once for Anniversary 
Blessings, but as five heterosexual couples walked up to the bima they both decided that they would 
rather remain at their seats and very discreetly touch fingers while the others celebrated in public. They 
weren’t cowards, and they weren’t ashamed; they just felt they did not belong. 

I wish it was different. I wish people of every sexual orientation would feel welcome at Rodeph Torah, 
and would feel they could express their love as heterosexual couples do: with hugs, and kisses and yes, 
holding hands. But if I was in their position I don’t think I would choose to raise my family at TRT or in 
Western Monmouth in general; I’m not a coward, but it would not be my choice to live where there was 
no one like me. That's why my address says "NJ," not "WY." 

But I still hope is that somewhere there is a group of young gays or lesbians who have had enough of city 
life and who will decide to move together to Western Monmouth. And if among them are five or six 
Jewish couples, I hope they have the chutzpah to come to a service at TRT and hold hands. If they do, and 
if we actually live up to the ideals we put forward years ago, we might change the face of our 
congregation for the better. 

Any takers? 
Rabbi Don Weber 

© 2014, Temple Rodeph Torah 

TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH NEWS is published bi-monthly by Temple Rodeph Torah, PO Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 

07746. It is mailed without charge to member families and others who have requested to be on our mailing list, and 

is available online at www.trt.org. 

 

We warmly welcome the newest members of Temple Rodeph Torah: 
Karen and Alan Schwartz and their children, Samantha, Jason, Alexa and Zachary 

Sarah and Seth Kreisler and their children, Max and Carly 

Lynne and Fred Pastor 

Carol and Sheldon Kirschenbaum 

Laurie and Ira Silverman and their children, Andrew, Luke, Jake and Michael 
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Notes from the Cantor 

 
Shanah Tova!  
       
During the holiday season we are supposed to reflect on the past year and dedicate ourselves to changes 
for the future year. It is a chance to see if we lived up to our own expectations of ourselves and in what 
way we ought to rebalance our lives to better fulfill our commitments to ourselves, our loved ones, and 
God. Last year, as I stood on the bima for Yom Kippur, I was preparing for our last chance of becoming 
parents again. We had one frozen embryo and decided it was now or never. I was nervous, convinced it 
wouldn't work, but also terrified it would. Before getting married Jacob and I had discussed having 
children, we said somewhere between two and four, but of course, I never expected to have so much 
trouble conceiving in the first place. Now that I had wonderful, healthy, amazing twins, was I pushing my 
luck, was I being greedy asking for another? Was it possible for us to be so blessed again, not just with 
the blessing of another child, but with a healthy, good sleeper, happy baby? How many times had I heard 
"if this child had been our first, we would have only had one!" (Understandable sentiment but terrifying 
for those considering another child.) We were happy.  Would I be messing up the whole family by adding 
another child? But we threw these fears out and said let's try anyway. I'm not sure I really believed it 
would work.  Why would this embryo take when others had not?  Would I truly be able to say goodbye to 
the dream if it didn't? 
 
But it did.  Our embryo transferred and implanted and I was pregnant. It was amazing to me, that 
something which just a few years ago had been the happiest, dream-fulfilling experience was now filled 
with trepidation. Yes I chose this; yes I knew I would love another child; but I couldn't help but question 
if it was the right thing. I felt like a bad mother to Evie and Bri when the pregnancy made me too ill or 
uncomfortable to give them my full self. 
 
Now we have our amazing son, Brian, and I can hardly believe I was worried. He is a happy baby, who is 
already a great sleeper. It's been just a few short months and already I cannot imagine my family without 
three children.  What was I worried about? 
 
So now I rededicate myself. I dedicate myself to re-balancing as a mother, making sure that there is time 
for all my children, that I don't always prioritize Brian over the girls, making sure he learns the patience 
they were required to learn as twins, and making sure all my children feel loved and cared for. I re-
dedicate myself to my work, creating and innovating, attempting to find ever better ways to connect 
people through music and prayer to God and the Jewish people. We have many creative worship 
experiences planned for the coming year, from Rock Shabbat with new guest artists, to a havdallah pot 
luck, to a dinner/study/worship evening.  
 
There are many different ways for us to come together to learn, to pray, to sing, and to be a community. 
As my family grows and learns how to care for each other and be part of a larger world, so too do I hope 
you will try something new. Rededicate yourself to Temple Rodeph Torah: try a new class; try a new 
social action project; try a new worship experience; even try having coffee or dinner with a new family to 
broaden your social circle and be inviting to others. In this time of Holidays we look back at the past year 
to discover what worked and where we might have missed the mark. Let us take new aim and remember 
the balance God asks of us. "Im ein ani li mi li? Uch'sh'ani l'atzmi mah ani? V'im lo achshav eimatai?" If 
I am not for myself who will be for me? If I am only for myself what am I? If not now when? We must be 
"selfish" and protect our self-interest, for who else will? But if all we are is selfish, what is the purpose?  
So we must also consider other people.  And if we failed yesterday, then we try again today. Every year  
                 continued next page 
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we dedicate ourselves to returning to the self we can be. And every day we have a new chance to adjust 
our aim and be more successful in that dedication. 
      
Thank You God for blessing me with my children and my family; please watch over them and bless us 
with health.  
 
Please, God, help me to rebalance my life as a working mother; help me to find inspiration and continue 
to inspire others to find love of Judaism and love of You.  Thank You for the opportunity to address 
myself and the world through Your holidays and commandments.  May we all be blessed with seeing the 
fulfillment of our dreams; seeing less violence in the world, and the knowledge that we are doing all we 
can to help repair the world. Thank You for this blessing and charge. 
 
 
 
 
 

Temple Rodeph Torah is proud to be partners with: 

 
 

                                    
 
 

 
 

Temple Rodeph Torah is a member of the Union for Reform Judaism, 
 and a Partner Congregation of Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger 

Recognized as an ACCESSIBLE CONGREGATION by the National Organization on Disabilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please come and help us make a minyan  

every Saturday morning at 10:00 a.m in the 

OnegRoom.  

We pray, sing, learn and nosh together in a 

warm casual atmosphere.  

All ages are wanted and welcome. 
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From the Desk of Rabbi Stern 

 

“Do the Sukkah, hop, hop, hop, do the Sukkah hop, hop, hop …” starts the new song that we will begin 
singing on Yom Kippur and for the next 5 days, because sometimes, we need a little encouragement to 
look forward to the next holiday. 
 
Every year Rabbi Weber announces at High Holidays that the Men’s Club will be building the temple’s 
large sukkah – and everyone is welcome to help in the construction and the enjoyment for the full seven 
days of the Sukkot holiday. We string up lights and provide tables and chairs; you bring the rest. Many 
families come with picnic lunches or dinners or snacks to fulfill the mitzvah of sitting, eating and 
drinking in the sukkah. A few hardy souls can even opt to bring pillows and sleeping bags and camp out 
overnight. 
 
This year, though, we’re adding something new to shake things up a bit: we’re going to have a Sukkah 

Hop – based on the progressive dinner model, but much more fun. On Shabbat, October 11th, we will 
begin in our sanctuary with an abbreviated Shabbat/Sukkot service, and then start a caravan procession to 
every participating family that has built their own sukkah. And the first two families who call me will 
get to use one of our two new pre-made TRT sukkot - some assembly required.  
 
Never made a sukkah? Our two “loaner” sukkot come with full instructions and everything you need. If 
you choose to buy your own I can recommend several good web sites to choose from. And if you want to 
build your own, I’ll provide you with step-by-step instructions and a list of materials you will need; they 
are available in the school office. Then invite your neighbors to come and help.  Kids can make 
decorations and older teens can help hang them. Adults can bask in the knowledge that you are doing 
more than just building a temporary structure: you are teaching a powerful lesson that participating in 
Jewish life is critical to Jewish survival. What a wonderful opportunity to teach future generations not just 
the responsibilities of being a Jew, but the joy of being a Jew! And Sukkot is the perfect place to start, as 
traditionally it is called z’man simhateinu: our time of rejoicing. 
 
So come rejoice with us. Beth Moncher and Tmima Grinvald are spearheading this effort – many thanks 
to them in advance for encouraging us and ensuring that this program happens. Please call us at 732-308-
3836 and tell us if you are building a sukkah, if you want to borrow ours, or if you just want to join our 
Sukkah Hop even though you are not building your own. You are welcome to come, and maybe visiting 
other temple families will persuade you to construct one next year! 
 

                Rabbi Shira Stern 
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Friday – Saturday 

10/3-4   -  Yom Kippur 

    All services held at Marlboro High School, Route 79 

    Services open to the Community: 

     Children’s Service – 1:30 p.m. 

     Healing Service – 2:30 p.m. 

     Sacred Texting: An Interactive Event – 4:00 p.m. 

     Yiskor – 5:30 p.m. 

    Please remember to bring food for the FoodBank! 

 

Wednesday, 10/8 - Erev Sukkot Service – 7:30 p.m. 

   We invite you to eat in the temple’s sukkah from now until next  

   Thursday; no reservations necessary 

    Candle Lighting 6:09 p.m. 

 

Friday, 10/10  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m.  

    Sermon: “In Praise of Sukkot, the Most Inconvenient Holiday” 

    Candle Lighting 6:06 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 10/11  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group.  

    Minyan Leader: Rabbi Weber 

     

    Following the service, join us for our “Sukkah Hop” as we visit the  

    sukkahs which our members have built. Please call the office to say  

    you’re coming! 

 

Tuesday, 10/14  - Erev 7
th

 Day Sukkot & Yiskor Service – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Friday, 10/17  - ROCK SHABBAT & SIMCHAT TORAH SERVICE – 6:30 p.m. 

    (Note early time) 

    Guest Artist: Eric Komar; join us as we unroll the Torah scroll  

    around the sanctuary 

    Candle Lighting 5:55 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 10/18  - Shabbat Morning Services – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 

    Minyan Leaders: Bob and Susan Dollinger 

 

Friday, 10/24  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. 

    Special service honoring our newest 18-year members 

    Candle Lighting 5:45 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 10/25  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 

 

Friday, 10/31  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. 

    Sermon: “We Can Be Jewish Any Time” 

     Anniversary Blessings for October; Candle Lighting 5:36 p.m. 

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
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Saturday, 11/1  - Shabbat Morning Services – 10:00 a.m.  

    Bat Mitzvah: Lilli Friedman 

    Minyan Leader: Rabbi Stern 

 

Friday, 11/7   - Kabbalat Shabbat Service – 6:30 p.m. 

    Story: “Sometimes You Can’t Do What God Says”

 Birthday Blessings for November; Candle Lighting 4:28 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 11/8  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 

    Minyan Leader: Rabbi Weber 

 

Friday, 11/14  - ROCK SHABBAT SERVICE – 8:00 p.m.  

    Guest Artist: Eric Komar 

    Special service honoring our newest temple members 

    Candle Lighting 4:21 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 11/15  - Shabbat Morning Services – 10:00 a.m.  

    Bat Mitzvah: Jacqueline Baron 

    Minyan Leader: Karen Goldstein 

 

Friday, 11/21  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. 

    Sermon: “What Is the Value of Tradition?” 

    Aufruf  of Jennifer Wajngold and Peter Karsh 

     Anniversary Blessings for November; Candle Lighting 4:16 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 11/22  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m.  

    Minyan Leader: Neal Finkelstein 

 

    Mincha/Havdalah Service – 4:30 p.m. 

    Bat Mitzvah: Rebecca Blaier 

 

Friday, 11/29  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. 

    Candle Lighting 4:12 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 11/30  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m.  

    Minyan Leaders: Bob and Susan Dollinger 

    

 

Please call the temple office if you know of any temple member who is ill, or who has been admitted to the 

hospital. We want to visit and offer our help, but we cannot help unless we know about them! 
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President: Larry Rosen   Treasurer: Alan Margolies   
 Vice President: Mike Esquenazi Financial Secretary: Matt Jacobson 

Vice President: Denise Swartz  Recording Secretary: Bob Dollinger 
 Vice President: Juli Mercado  Past President: Brion Feinberg 

 
Directors 

Della Cherchia 
Ellie Golden 
Tmima Grinvald 
Rich Kaplin 
Andrea Kazin 
Marc Knoblach 
 

      Alan Margolies 
      Sari Rubin 
      Dan Schleifstein 
      Ilene Skolnik 
      Jeff Weiss 
      Jodi Zukoff 

Committee Chairpersons/Representatives 
 
  Education: Robyn Gandelman 

 Finance: Mike Esquenazi 
 Membership: Alan Friedman 

 Men’s Club: Michael Klass 
           Nominating/Volunteer Growth: 

Ellen Finkelstein 

Sisterhood: Susan Dollinger 
Social Action: Andrea Kazin 
Strategic Planning: Bob Dollinger 
Worship: Robbin Friedell 
Youth: Howie Gandelman

 
 
 
 
A TASTE OF JUDAISMTM

 – for Your Unaffiliated Friends and Family 
 
Ever wonder how you could invite your friends and family to experience a “taste” of Judaism at our 
temple without undue pressure? Now there’s an answer! A TASTE OF JUDAISMTM: Are You Curious? 
will be held in our congregation this October and is sponsored by the Union for Reform Judaism. This 
FREE, three-session Outreach program is open to the unaffiliated only – Jews or non-Jews – all are 
welcome (unfortunately, temple members are not eligible to enroll). Please take advantage of this 
opportunity to reach out to your extended family members, future in-laws, neighbors and friends and offer 
them a “taste” of what makes Judaism so special right here in our own community.  
 
If you have anyone that you think may benefit from A TASTE OF JUDAISMTM please have them contact 
the TASTE OF JUDAISMTM Program Coordinator, Barbara Starr, at 732-580-6216 or email 
atasteofjudaismmonmouth@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ADULT EDUCATION 

mailto:atasteofjudaismmonmouth@gmail.com
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The Center for a Jewish Future provides our children with a great Hebrew and Judaic education while 
teaching them to apply the lessons learned into action. We have done a great deal but always seek to do 
more, both within and outside the temple walls. Our budget and donations allow us to do the basics but 
we need other materials to enhance our children's learning experience. 
 
We have listed below our current “Wish List.”  If you could help in any way either by donating the item 
or contributing monetarily for an item, it would be greatly appreciated by our staff and students. 
 
Thank you. 

Robyn Gandelman 
Chair 
Education Committee 

Wish List 
1. Donation for snacks 
2. Locks for the individual classrooms 
3. Portable power point projector and good speakers (the ones we have do not work). 
4. Three inexpensive lap tops (computer lab set up so kids can do independent learning projects) 
5. Small rolling bookcases for each classroom (6) to set up “lending library” for each grade level 
6. Money for age appropriate fiction 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
This is my first update as Sisterhood President. I’d like to thank everyone in Sisterhood and TRT for all 
their support and well wishes. 
 
I would especially like to thank our Past President, Jodi Weintraub, for her years of dedication as 
well as mentoring me. She has been answering more questions than I ever thought I could come up with 
in my entire life! I would also like to extend my gratitude to all the women who have become members of 
Sisterhood this year.  It is never too late to join! Your contribution helps us to support TRT and promote 
the ideals of Tikkun Olam in many ways. 
 
Sisterhood Paid Up Membership Dinner – We are pleased to announce our annual dinner will take place 
on October 28th at 7:00 p.m. at Camillo's Wood-fired Trattoria located in the Design Center (Route 9 
South) Manalapan.  Please RSVP by October 21st. 
 
The Sisterhood Book Club and Women’s Spirituality present an evening with Judy Petsonk, Author of 
Queen of the Jews, October 20th at 7:30 p.m. at TRT.  The cost is $8.00 per person.  See the flyer in the 
back of this newsletter for additional details or contact Marla Bucher at mmack59@gmail.com, or  
732-972-7307, Suzie Hershman at SuzieHershman@yahoo.com, or call the temple office. 
 
The annual Hanukkah Boutique is scheduled for Sunday, December 7th.  We will have wonderful gifts 
for everyone on your holiday list. Please stop by our tables and support Sisterhood with your purchases.  
 
Sisterhood and Men’s Club are proud sponsors of the December 19th Hanukkah Rock Shabbat at  
6:30 p.m. with special musical artist, Noah Aronson.  Please join us!  
                           continued next page 

SISTERHOOD 

EDUCATION 

mailto:mmack59@gmail.com
mailto:SuzieHershman@yahoo.com
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We are planning a new event with Women’s Spirituality to Celebrate Rosh Chodesh. What is Rosh 
Chodesh?  Why do women around the world celebrate monthly? How will we celebrate, learn, pray and 
join together with other women in our congregation? If I have piqued your interest, please Save the Date- 
December 22nd.  It will be open to all women of the community. Please invite your friends and family.  
 
Sisterhood and Men’s Club are once again co-sponsoring films from The Simon Wiesenthal collection. 

Tuesday, October – 21st – 8:00pm -“Echoes that Remain & Beautiful Music” 
Tuesday, November- 11th – 8:00pm - “Unlikely Heroes” 

Movies will be shown in the sanctuary, free of charge and open to the community. 
 
Our monthly meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.  If you have new ideas 
or would like to be a part of our planning process, please join us.   
  
Please look for our flyers for upcoming events in the back of the newsletter. 
 

Shalom, 
Susan Dollinger 
Sisterhood President 

 
 
 
 
 
Last year, as a congregation, we donated almost 14,000 pounds of food to the Foodbank of Monmouth & 
Ocean Counties. We hope that this year you will again show your overwhelming support by bringing bags 
and bags and bags of food on Yom Kippur.  
 
The Social Action Committee would like to take this opportunity to say thank-you to Mrs. Klein and the 
9-12th grade students that volunteered to help “stuff” the bags with all of the information flyers.  
 
We have started the New Year by filling the calendar with many activities and projects and hope that you 
will participate in one or all of them.  
 
The Social Action Committee & Walgreens are sponsoring a Flu Shot Clinic on Sunday, October 5th, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Walk-ins are welcome; sign up is suggested by e-mailing 
andreakaz@trt.org). For more information, please see the flyer in the back of the newsletter. 
 
The first CPR Class of the year is scheduled for Sunday, October 26th from 12:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
To RSVP, please contact Marla Bucher at mmack59@gmail.com or 732-972-7307. To participate, there 
is a $10 materials fee.  
 
Our Mitzvah of the Month for November will be our annual participation in Ner Shel Tzedakah (“Candle 
of Righteousness”). Make the 6th night of Hanukkah special for a child less fortunate by donating a toy or 
an item suitable for a teenager. The collection box for the toy drive will remain in the atrium from 
November 16th through December 14th so that you can share your good fortune with those in need. 
Imagine the joy you can bring to a child by contributing just one small gift. Suggestions for teenagers are: 
lip gloss, nail polish or a sports-related item. 
 
Unfortunately, the cold weather will be here before you know it and the need of a warm coat along with 
it.  Our Annual Coat Drive will begin on November 17th.   We can use clean, gently used or new coats in 

SOCIAL ACTION 

mailto:andreakaz@trt.org
mailto:mmack59@gmail.com


Temple Rodeph Torah News          October/November 2014 

11 
 

all sizes for men, women and children.  We will also accept new gloves or mittens, hats and scarves.  That 
box will remain in the atrium until December 14th.  Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
We continue our partnership with the Soup Kitchen at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church in Asbury Park 
by helping serve meals on Sundays from 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. If you would like to volunteer to help serve 
meals please contact me at sumbodynnj@aol.com or 732-946-3535 
 
Please join us at our meetings on Wednesday, October 22nd and Wednesday, November 19th at 7:00 p.m. 
We welcome new members to share their ideas for additional future projects.  
 

Andrea Kazin  

“Acts of Lovingkindness with Passion and Joy” 
 

 

Torah Today 
  A Brief Summary of Each Week’s Torah Portion 

 

 

 
Shabbat 10/3-10/4 Yom Kippur 
 
Shabbat 10/10-10/11 Parashat Chol Hamoed Sukkot, Exodus 33:12-34:26 
 
Shabbat 10/17-10/18 Parashat Beresheit, Genesis 1:1-6:8             Summary by Henry Levenstein 
God creates the world in six days and rests the seventh day, making it Shabbat. God gives life to Adam 
and Eve, who eat from the Tree of Knowledge and are expelled from Eden. Their first son Cain kills his 
brother Abel. God sees later generations as wicked, except for Noah, and considers destroying this 
creation.  
 
Shabbat 10/24-10/25 Parashat Noah, Genesis 6:9-11:32     Summary by Janet Klemons 
God is angry at the people and prepares to destroy all life, but spares Noah and his family, because he 
walks with God. He instructs Noah on how to make an ark and who he should take with him. The flood 
lasts 40 days and 40 nights, and God makes a covenant with Noah never to destroy humanity and the 
earth again. Noah has three sons, Shem, Ham and Japeth. The whole world branches out from these 
people. Shem’s lineage leads to Nahor, father of Terah, who was the father of Abraham. 
 
Shabbat 10/31-11/1 Parashat Lech Lecha, Genesis 12:1-17:27  Summary by Sharon Aptaker 
God tells Abram to leave his homeland and travel to the land of Canaan. He promises to make of Abram a 
great nation. Abram obeys and settles in Hebron. His nephew Lot settles further east near Sodom. During 
a rebellion in the region, Lot is taken captive by King Chedarlaomer. Abram and a few hundred men 
defeat Chedarlaomer and rescue Lot, earning respect for the power of Abram’s God. Abram wonders how 
he will continue to possess the land since he is childless. God promises Abram that his seed will be as 
numerous as the stars in heaven and Abram believes Him. God also foretells a period of enslavement 
before Abram’s seed returns to possess the land of Canaan. A flaming torch appears out of the darkness to  
                             continued next page 
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seal the covenant between God and Abram. Abram’s wife, Sarai, doubting she will ever bear children, 
offers her maid Hagar to Abram. Hagar conceives and bears a son, Ishmael. God reaffirms His promises 
to Abram, whom He renames Abraham, meaning, “father of a multitude”; within the year Sarah will bear 
him a son, to be named Isaac. Isaac’s descendants will possess the land of Canaan as an everlasting 
possession. They will be God’s chosen people and they will follow God. God instructs Abraham to 
circumcise every male in his household as a token of this covenant. 

 
Shabbat 11/7-11/8 Parashat Vayera, Genesis 18:1-22:24      Summary by Sheryl Cooper 
God promises a son to Abraham and Sarah. God plans to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham 
convinces God not to destroy them if there are at least 10 innocent people there. God destroys the city but 
saves Lot and his family. Lot’s wife is turned into a pillar of salt because she disobeys God. Isaac is born 
to Abraham and Sarah. God tests Abraham by telling him to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. He obeys, but an 
angel stops him. Since Abraham obeys God, he is blessed and is told his descendants will be as numerous 
as the stars of the heavens and sands on the seashore.   
 
Shabbat 11/14-11/15 Parashat Chayei Sarah, Genesis 23:1-25:18    Summary by Helene Cooper 
Sarah dies at 127 years of age. Abraham purchases a cave and lands at Machpelah for her burial place. 
Abraham later sends a servant to seek a wife for Isaac. In Nahor the servant meets Rebekkah who 
consents to marry Isaac. Abraham marries Keturah and has six more sons. Abraham dies at the age of 
175. Isaac and Ishmael bury him beside Sarah. Ishmael sires 12 sons and lives 137 years. 
 
Shabbat 11/21-11/22 Parashat Toledot, Genesis 25:19-28:9   Summary by Mark J. Schwitz 
Isaac, at age 40, marries Rebekkah. When Isaac is 60, Rebekkah conceives twins, who struggle in her 
womb. Esau, the older brother, is an outdoorsman. Jacob, the younger brother, stays more at home. Esau, 
returning desperately hungry from the outdoors, trades his birthright to Jacob for some lentil stew. Later, 
Jacob, disguised as Esau, receives his father’s blessing. Esau, angry at Jacob, leaves home to marry a 
Hittite woman. Jacob, having both the birthright and his father’s blessing, is sent to find a wife. 
 
Shabbat 11/28-11/29 Parashat Vayetze, Genesis 28:10-32:3  Summary by Nina Grossman 
Jacob leaves Beer-sheba. On route to Haran, he has his famous dream of a stairway from ground to sky, 
with angels of God climbing up and down. God gives the land he is lying on to Jacob and his numerous 
descendants, and promises to protect him. Upon arrival in his Uncle Laban’s territory, he falls in love 
with Laban’s younger daughter, Rachel. Jacob works for seven years to marry Rachel, but is tricked by 
Laban into marrying his older daughter Leah first. Then he works another seven years to marry Rachel. 
Jacob works another six years to earn his own livestock, then is “free” to go back to Canaan with his 
wives, 11 sons, one daughter, and the livestock.  
  
   

 

 

TRT CLASSIFIEDS 
 Traveling?  Contact TRT for recommendations to attend Shabbat services or other events at a 

synagogue near your destination. 
 Got Tech Skills?  Join the TRT tech crew and help deliver the audio, visual and technological 

experiences throughout the year.  Must be 15 years or older.  Experience not required. 
 Unwanted car?  Donate it to TRT for a tax deduction! 
 Do you have experience to share?  Register as a mentor through the TRT Men's Club and help a 

professional in our community.  Email msklass@optonline.net. 
 Need a mentor?  Let TRT connect you!  Contact the temple office at office@trt.org 

NEWS AND NOTES AT TRT 

mailto:msklass@optonline.net
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 Do you have an event coming up?  Rent the sanctuary at TRT!  For information, call or email 
the office at (732) 308-0055 or office@trt.org. 

 Advertise with us!  The TRT newsletter is a great place to promote your business!  Contact Iris 
Schleifstein at i.schleifstein@gmail.com or 732-536-6117 or the temple office. 

 Looking for a memorial or commemorative opportunity?  Sponsor a project or program at 
TRT in honor of a loved one.  Contact Rabbi Weber at rebweb18@gmail.com. 

 
SHOP ONLINE AND HELP TRT! 
Did you know that you can do your online shopping and support TRT at the same time for no additional 
cost? See the link on our weekly email or visit www.iGive.com to sign up. 
 
ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
TRT offers scholarships to any student presently in the confirmation program or who has been confirmed, 
up through and including the summer after 12th grade.  Money in the Israel Scholarship Fund will be 
equally divided among all students traveling to Israel this summer on an approved youth Israel trip, not to 
exceed $1,000 per student.  Requests for scholarship money should be in writing to the Education 
Committee.  Contact Ellen Finkelstein, at 732-972-8624, or ellenstf@gmail.com for more information.  
We appreciate the congregation's generosity in considering the Israel Scholarship Fund when making a  
donation to the temple. 
 
SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS WAITING TO JOIN TRT 
Did you know that most of our members joined because they knew someone who already belonged? Your 

invitation to a neighbor or friend to join you at a service is the best advertising we have. We are also 

happy to send our Newsletter to any interested family, but we can't do it until you tell us who they are. 

Call the temple office, at 732-308-0055, and give us the names; we will take it from there. And if they 

join, (in any category other than Parent/Grandparent), and remain members for a minimum of six months, 

you get a month’s dues free! Think about what your belonging to Rodeph Torah means to you, and help 

us reach out to others. (Besides, you can always use another driver for the carpool...)  

 

PLEASE HELP US HELP YOU 
When scheduling a life-cycle event in which you would like either Rabbi Weber or Cantor Alexander to 
participate (weddings, namings, funerals, unveilings, etc.), please call them first. If you set the time for  
such events without calling, it may be impossible for them to attend. Though a funeral overrides almost 
everything else, clearing the time in advance may save us from disrupting classes or programs already 
scheduled. 
           
We understand the stressful nature of such times in our lives, and with your help we can make them a 
little easier on everyone. If you have any questions about life-cycle events, please feel free to call Rabbi 
Weber, at 732-409-1268, or Cantor Alexander, at 732-308-2311.   
                              
CALLING ALL WALKERS!! 
Looking to get some exercise and enjoy the beautiful outdoors? TRT now has a “Weekday Walkers” 
group at TRT. We meet at TRT and walk the Henry Hudson Trail. All levels of walkers are welcome. No 
fee, just wear a comfortable pair of sneakers and bring a bottle of water.  Please call/text Gabrielle Eichel, 
at 732-513-8312 or e-mail her at superdoc@optonline.net to let her know you are interested in joining. 
 
 
 
 
 
   

tel:%28732%29%20308-0055
mailto:office@trt.org
mailto:i.schleifstein@gmail.com
mailto:rebweb18@gmail.com
tel:732-972-8624
mailto:ellenstf@gmail.com
tel:732-513-8312
mailto:superdoc@optonline.net
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WHAT DO THE LETTERS “MS” MEAN TO YOU? 
Looking to form a support group for those with multiple sclerosis. Open to the entire community. Contact 
Robyn Gandelman for more information at 732-616-0297, or esgputer@optonline.net. 
 
REFORM JUDAISM 101 IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
Got questions about Judaism? Got friends with questions? Do you want ideas on how to live your Jewish 
life in your everyday reality? Or maybe you are looking for a special recipe? The Union for Reform 
Judaism has introduced www.reformjudaism.org as a one-stop resource for everything Jewish, including 
holidays, recipes, social justice, Jewish life and learning, blogs, Israel and much more.  
 
THE JEWISH PARENT PAGE 
Did you know that the URJ (Union for Reform Judaism) has many informative and interesting items on 
their website at urj.org? One of these, The Jewish Parent Page, informs and educates about the Jewish 
holidays and their customs. It includes blessings, historical background, recipes, family activities and 
other creative ways to celebrate the Jewish festivals. Go to www.urj.org/learningforparents/parents/. 
 
RJ.ORG: NEWS AND VIEWS OF REFORM JEWS 

Check out the new Reform Movement blog at www.RJ.org, which is a place to read facts, opposing 
opinions, calls to action and interesting tidbits from the greater Jewish world. New entries posted daily. 
 
ARE YOU GOING ON VACATION OUTSIDE OF THE U.S.A.? WANT TO SEE A REFORM 
CONGREGATION IN ANOTHER COUNTRY? 
How do you find your larger Progressive/Reform/Liberal family when travelling outside of North 
America? The process is different than what you find in North America, where synagogues and Jewish 
institutions in North America generally have an "open-door" policy and regularly welcome visitors.  
The best way is to have the World Union for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ) make the connection for you. 
Several weeks in advance of your vacation, go to wupj.org to search for WUPJ congregations and then 
email or call Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor (gary@wupj.org or 212.452.6531). Provide your travel dates, 
planned accommodations, when you would like to visit the congregation, the number of people in your 
party, and a way to contact you once you are there. If given sufficient time, we can arrange a personal 
visit. 

 

 

 

TRT’s Board of Directors, clergy and members express our thanks to: 

 
Bill Weinberger, for his invaluable efforts in re-connecting the computers after the office remodeling. 
 
Shari Canell for her hard work during her tenure on the Board of Directors. 
 
Howie Gandelman for his outstanding leadership in the development, continuation and growth of the 
Junior RTSY Program. 
 
Joann Friedeman with gratitude and appreciation for her vision for TRT’s future. 

HONORABLE MENSCHEN 

NEWS AND NOTES IN OUR COMMUNITY 

mailto:esgputer@optonline.net
http://www.urj.org/learningforparents/parents/
http://urj.org/cong/marketing/bulletin/?syspage=article&item_id=1713
http://wupj.org/
mailto:gary@wupj.org
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CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZAL TOV 
to Cheryl and David Glasser, on the engagement of their son, Robbie and Ms. Lindsay Nodelman 
to Andrea and David Wajngold, on the engagement of their daughter, Marissa and  

Mr. Daniel Gurney 
to Ellen and Charlie Pearlman, on the engagement of their son, Daniel and Ms. Victoria Lake 
to Marla and Marty Bucher, on the engagement of their son, Joshua and Ms. Jill Colban 
to Barbara Schambach, on her marriage to Drew Daniels 
to Lynn and Jerry Sternberg, on the birth of their granddaughter, Willa Rose Sternberg 
 
 

 
 

Do you have a simcha in your family — a new child or grandchild, n engagement or a wedding, a 

promotion, new job or an academic award? Please call the temple office and tell us, so we can share 

the news with your temple family! 

 

You are Cordially Invited 
 

It is with great pride and joy that we invite you to join us on November 1, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. as our 
daughter and sister Lilli Eliza is called to the torah as a Bat Mitzvah.  We would love for you to join us at 
the oneg following services. 

Ken, Michele and Spencer Friedman 
 
Please join us as we celebrate the very first Havdalah Bat Mitzvah service at TRT. We will be  
celebrating as our daughter Rebecca Pnina becomes a Bat Mitzvah. If you would like to join us, the 
service will be held on November 22, 2014, at 4:30 p.m. Our family hopes you can join us on this most 
special day.  

Steven and Cindy Blaier  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please support our advertisers! 
Their ads help to defray some of 

our costs… 
If you know of anyone who would 
be interested in advertising with 
us, please have them contact the 

temple office 
 

Go Green with our  

E-Newsletter! 

To receive your newsletter online and 
opt out of receiving a printed copy, 

enroll at enewsletter.trt.org 
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OUR CONDOLENCES 
to Jeff, Marge and Richard Stevens, on the loss of Jeff’s mother, Blossom Stevens 
to Danielle, Kenneth, Arielle and Layla Esser, on the loss of Danielle’s grandmother, Blossom Stevens 
to Jodi, Steven, Brian and Heather Weintraub, on the loss of Jodi’s father, Morton Gottlieb 
to Carrie, Robert, Lindsay and Zachary Duva, on the loss of Carrie’s mother, Jeanette Lebovich 
to Helaine, Phil, Joshua and Beth Fischer, on the loss of Helaine’s mother, Faith Brown 
to Ray and Miriam Eichler, on the death of Ray’s brother, Ben Eichler 
to Helene and Ira Kaplan, on the loss of Helene’s aunt, Florence Schwartz 
to Bernard and Susan Aaron, on the loss of Bernie’s sister, Janet Beichman 
to Michael, Geri, Jared and Dana Kaplan, on the loss of Michael’s mother, Doris Kaplan 
to Michele, Ken, Spencer and Lilli Friedman, on the loss of Michele’s father, Robert Saul Zickerman 
to Ira, Janet, Stephanie and Adam Klemons, on the loss of Ira’s father, Harold Klemons 
to Shelly and Mark Grainer, on the loss of Shelly’s mother, Marion Cohen 
 

 
 
 

“Zichronam Livracha” – May their memory be a blessing to all who knew them 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
In honor of the birth of Brian Nichols Alexander: 

Anne, Matt, Leah and Aaron Jacobson 
Bonnie and Carl Ryder 
Linda and Jerry Wainick,  
Robbin Friedell 

Lynn and Steve Chodos, in honor of the 40th  
anniversary of Susan and Bernie Aaron 

Susan and Bob Dollinger, in memory of Eva Mass, 
 grandmother of Cantor Joanna Alexander 
Ellie and Larry Golden, in memory of Eva Mass  
 
College Outreach Fund 
Sindy and Louis Weiner, in honor of the birth of 
 their grandson, Dylan Scott Maliavsky 

College Outreach Fund cont’d 
The Kazin Family, in honor of their daughter 
 Amanda’s graduation from Towson 
 University 
 in honor of Lindsay Canell’s graduation  
 from the  University of Delaware 
 in honor of Julie Golden’s graduation 
 from the University of Maryland 
 in honor of Leah Jacobson’s graduation 
 from the University of Massachusetts 
   
Fund for the Center for a Jewish Future 
The Derris family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Shirley Kirzner 
 

 
The Board of Directors, Rabbi, Cantor, Staff 

and Members of Temple Rodeph Torah 

mourn the death of our member, 

Frances Shapiro 

and we extend our condolences to her family, 

Norman Shapiro, 

Sari, Brad, Corey and Jason Rubin 

 

 

 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
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Fund for the Center for a Jewish Future cont’d 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper, in honor of the 
 Confirmation Class of 2014/5774 
 in honor of the Confirmation of  
 Rachel Beck and Emily Esquenazi 
TRT Board of Directors, in honor of the 12th 
 grade religious school graduation of 
 Brooke Swartz and Brittany Swartz 
 in honor of the Confirmation of Amanda 
 Margolies and Emily Esquenazi 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper and family, in honor of 
 the marriage of Tara Derris and  
 Jack Shapiro 
  
General Fund 
Harvey Lieber, for the yahrzeit of  
 Sheldon Rosenberg 
Gail, Jay, Matt, Shane and Alli, for the yahrzeit 
 of Florence Davis 
Joel Binkowitz, for the yahrzeit of  
 Selma Binkowitz 
The Binkowitz family, for the yahrzeit of 
 Beatrice Messing 
Sheila Aptaker, for the yahrzeit of Arthur Eisner 
 for the yahrzeit of Melvin Aptaker 
The Onefater family, in honor of the  
 Confirmation class of 2014/5774 
Judy and Mitch Spiegel, for the yahrzeit of 
 Ruth Spiegel 
Shari and Larry Rosen, in honor of the 
 Confirmation of Raquel Rosen 
Suzie Beizer, in honor of the marriage of 
 Jana Craig and Aaron Stollar 
Francine Davis, for the yahrzeit of  
 Esther Shimmerman 
Edna Coleman, with much gratitude to Robbin 
 Friedell and the Worship Committee for 
 being the “driving force” 
Blema and Joseph Hoffman, in honor of the 
 Bat Mitzvah of Chelsea Hoffman 
Zalma and Bernie Gelber, for the yahrzeit of 
 Tillie Gelber 
Sindy and Louis Weiner, in honor of our 
 daughter Aimee Suzanne Weiner’s 
 graduation from Seton Hall Law School 
Deborah and Phillip Ross, for the yahrzeit of 
 Sidney Ross 
 for the yahrzeit of Sybil Handwerker 
Phyllis Krauss, for the yahrzeit of  
 David Goldberg 
Ilse Grunwald, for the yahrzeit of  
 Julius Kalberman 
Ernest Grunwald, for the yahrzeit of  
 Bertha Gruenewald 
 
        

General Fund cont’d 
Luci and Jay Baum, for the yahrzeit of 
 Rose E. Baum 
 for the yahrzeit of Irving Baum 
 for the yahrzeit of James Raimonda 
Carol and Lee Adasko,for the yahrzeit of 
 Summer Adasko 
Joseph Adasko, for the yahrzeit of 
  Summer Adasko 
Susan Baron, for the yahrzeit of Jeffrey Baron 
Mina Paltin for the yahrzeit of Abraham Rozin 
 
Helena Project Fund 
Geri, Mike, Jared and Dana Kaplan, for the 
 yahrzeit of Tillie Gelber 
The Heitt family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Jerry Ritman 
 
Herzog Music Fund 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper, in memory of 
 Eva Mass,  
 in honor of the birth of Brian Nichols 
 Alexander 
The TRT office staff, in memory of Eva Mass 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper, in honor of the 
 Confirmation of Sam Golden 
Bonnie, Jordan, Jared and Kerin Miller, in memory of  
 Eva Mass 
Linda and David Fermaglich, in memory of  
 Eva Mass 
Suzie Beizer, Aaron and Hope, in memory of 
 Eva Mass 
Robbin Friedell, in honor of Joanna and Jacob 
 Alexander on the birth of their son 
 Brian Nichols 
 
Hirsch/Rosen Memorial Youth Fund 
Danielle Green and Yang Lu, in honor of RTSY 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper, in honor of the 
 Confirmation of Raquel Rosen 
TRT Board of Directors, in honor of the 
 Confirmation of Raquel Rosen 
Ellen and Neal Finkelstein, with congratulations 
 to Jill Finkelstein 
 
Israel Scholarship Fund 
TRT Board of Directors, in honor of the 
 Confirmation of Sam Golden 
Lynn and Steve Chodos, in honor of the  
 marriage of Janna Craig and Aaron 
 Stollar 
 
Landscaping Fund 
Della, Jeff, Jason and Meryl Cherchia, for the 
 yahrzeit of Joseph Hammer 
                                                    continued next page 
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Library Fund 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper and family, for the 
 yahrzeit of Charlotte Trencher 
Ellen and Neal Finkelstein and family, for the 
 yahrzeit of Charlotte Trencher 
 
Prayer Book Fund 
Beth, Matthew and Daniel Nelson, for the 
 yahrzeit of Roberta Mangel 
Sheila, Elissa and Craig Harris, for the yahrzeit 
 of Charlotte Solomon 
Lynn and Steve Chodos, for the yahrzeit of 
 Gertrude Chodos 
 for the yahrzeit of Bernard Chodos 
Phyllis Solomon and family, for the yahrzeit of 
 Celia Chancy 
Audrey, Roy and Amanda Goldberg, for the 
 yahrzeit of William Goldberg 
Susan Baron, in memory of Phyllis Zieff 
Tina Hoffman, for the yahrzeit of Sylvia Popper 
Kathy and Joel Fischer and Cari Luna, for the  
 yahrzeit of Craig Fischer 
Ronald Isaacson, in memory of Eva Isaacson 
Audrey, Roy and Amanda Goldberg, for the  
 yahrzeit of Toby Yoskowitz 
Susan Baron, for the yahrzeit of Michael Baron 
Phyllis Solomon and family, for the yahrzeit of 
 Herb Solomon 
 in memory of Natalie Joan Chancy 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Alan and Eva Shukovsky 
Helene and Ira Kaplan, in honor of the wedding of  
 Brett Kaplan and Caryn Berk, and in  
 appreciation of Rabbi Weber 
Barbara Schambach and Drew Daniels, in honor of  
 their wedding 
Randye and Sandy Derris, in honor of the wedding of  
 Tara Derris and Jack Shapiro 
Paul and Elaine Berk, in memory of Fran Shapiro 
Linda and Jerry Wainick, for the yahrzeit of  
 Irving Wainick 
 for the yahrzeit of Jonah Pollack 
Marcia and Ed Falk and family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Gladys Cohen 
Miriam, Amanda and Jen Koppel, for the yahrzeit of  
 Fanny Wortman 
Burt Krauss, for the yahrzeit of David Krauss 
Judy and Norm Ferber, for the yahrzeit of  
 Mary Brodey 
 for the yahrzeit of Rose Ratowsky 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund cont’d 
Helene and Ira Kaplan and family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Sidney Fliegel 
 for the yahrzeit of Jay Rothfeld 
Mark, Barbara, Matthew and Gregory Hirsch, for the  
 yahrzeit of Sidney Hirsch 
Lynn and Jerry Sternberg, for the yahrzeit of  
 David Weber 
Marcia and Ed Falk and family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Jacob Cohen 
Marge Stevens, for the yahrzeit of Selma Futterman 
 
Social Action Fund 
Ellie and Larry Golden, in honor of Andrea 
 Kazin for being named a Volunteer of 
 Distinction by the Women’s Philanthropy  
 of the Jewish Federation of Monmouth  County 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper and family, in honor of 
 Dana Kaplan’s graduation from Rider  
 University 
 in honor of the Confirmation of Kerin Miller 
 in honor of Ariel Bucher’s graduation from  
 law school 
Geri, Mike, Dana and Jared Kaplan, for the 
  yahrzeit of Mary Kaplan 
Phyllis and Craig Porter, for the yahrzeit of 
 Louis Silverberg 
Ginger, Joel, Sarah and Tori Richman, for the 
 yahrzeit of Janet Richman 
Susan and Bernie Aaron, for the yahrzeit of 
 Joseph Kertman 
Susan and Richard Blecker, for the yahrzeit of 
 Tillie Gelber 
The Golden Family, in honor of Amanda Kazin’s  
 graduation from Towson University 
The Jacobson family, in honor of Amanda 
 Kazin’s graduation  from Towson 
 University 
TRT office staff, in honor of the high school  
 graduation of Sydney Riina 
 
Willner/Weinstein Educational Endowment Fund 
The Rosenstock Family, for the yahrzeit of 
 Eleanor Singer 
Shelley and Marc Willner, for the yahrzeit of  
 Abraham Weinstein 
Shelley and Marc Willner, in memory  
 Carlton Schoonmaker 
Shelley, Marc, Aliza, Brett and Emily Willner, 
 in honor of the 60th birthday of Harry Willner 

 

A New Plaque On Our Tree Of Life Has Been Dedicated By: 
Barbara and Drew Daniels, in honour of the marriage of Barbara and Drew Daniels 
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These names will be included in the list of yahrzeits on the Shabbat indicated. In addition, at our 

Friday evening service and Shabbat morning minyan, we will invite all those who wish to rise and say 

the name of the one(s) for whom they are saying Kaddish. 

 
DATE   DECEASED    REMEMBERED BY 

 
Shabbat Observance 10/3-10/4 

10/1   Herman Lukow *   father of Linda Weinberg 
10/1    Moshe Janower    grandfather of Gail Davis 
10/1    Henze Viesel     grandmother of Jay Davis 
10/2    Emanuel Brodey    father of Judith Ferber 
10/2    Harry Chasin     father of Michael Chasin 
10/2    Bessie Gavronsky    great-aunt of Susan Blecker, 
        and Geri Kaplan 
10/3    Irving Cohen     father of Arlyne Weber 
10/3    Barbara Fermaglich    wife of David Fermaglich 
10/3    Max Feuerman     grandfather of Scott Levy 
10/3    Mollie Kamenetzky    mother of Shirley Deckelboim 
10/3    Anna Salkin     grandmother of Karen Goldstein 
10/3    Ida Silverberg     grandmother of Ellen Feinberg 
10/4    Muriel Sklar     mother of Arlene Goldberg 

 
Shabbat Observance 10/10-10/11       

10/5    Susan Meyerberg *    wife of Alan Meyerberg, 
mother of Jenna Meyerberg and Evan 
Meyerberg, 

       member of Temple Rodeph Torah 
10/5   Irving Kaden *     father of Randi Sorin 
10/5   Louis Weber *    grandfather of Rabbi Don Weber 
10/6   Harry Gilbert *     father of Janice Feldman 
10/6   Lewis Stein *     grandfather of Carl Forman 
10/6    Benjamin Levy     father of Scott Levy 
10/6    William Scheck    husband of Hedda Scheck 
10/7    Sidney Nemetz     father of Meredith Nemetz 
10/7   Jules Cooper *     father of Bruce Cooper 
10/8    Tina Mosteiro     cousin of Elyse Langner 
10/8    Rose Sherman     mother of Joel Sherman 
10/9   Gary Shukovsky *    husband of Rona Shukovsky, 
       member of Temple Rodeph Torah 
10/9    Ralph Falk     father of Don Falk 
10/9    Bernard Shimmerman    father of Francine Davis 
10/9   Murray Kravitz *   grandfather of David Sorin 
10/9   Harry Levenstein *   father of Henry Levenstein 
10/9   Samuel Smilovici *   father of Josephine Paltin 
10/10    Halle Abrams     uncle of Andrea Kazin 
                    continued next page 
 

YAHRZEITS 
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10/10    Liba Bat Iosef     great-grandmother of Josephine Paltin 
10/10    Dorothy Hoffman    mother of Donna Rosenblum 
10/10  Laura Amarosa *   grandmother of Loretta Shapiro 
10/11  Sydney Freedman *   father of Mark Freedman 
10/11    Barry Speiser     special friend of Robbin Friedell 
        

Shabbat Observance 10/17-10/18       
10/12    Simon Alpert     father of Zalma Gelber, 
           grandfather of Susan Blecker and  

Geri Kaplan 
10/12    Freda Beeber     mother of Herbert Beeber 
10/12    Clarence Brandt    father of Joel Brandt 
10/12    Morris Ratowsky    grandfather of Norman Ferber 
10/13  Adam Bauer *    son of Sandy Abramson and Eric Bauer 
10/13  Charlotte Feld *    mother of Louis Feld, Nadine Sherman 
          and Ellen Block 
10/14  Arnold Eigen *    husband of Corinne Eigen 
10/15  Gloria Brenner *   mother of Claudia Schreiber 
10/16  Judy Pius *    wife of Larry Pius, 
         mother of Craig Pius and Jaimee Pius, 
        member of Temple Rodeph Torah 
10/16    Louis Mason     father of Aida Workman 
10/16    Lorry Posner     friend of Ellen Finkelstein 
10/17   Steven Salti *    member of Temple Rodeph Torah 
10/17    Esther Workman    mother-in-law of Aida Workman 
10/18  Sam Litwak *    grandfather of David Shapiro 
10/18  Lorna Weinberger *   mother of Lynne Schwitz 

        
Shabbat Observance 10/24-10/25       

10/19    Sylvia Dollinger    mother of Robert Dollinger 
10/19   Ida Kazin     grandmother of Alan Kazin 
10/20  Jack Chamoff *    father of Harvey Chamoff ז"ל 
10/20    Theda Kushel     mother of Barbara Klein 
10/20    Freida Silverberg    grandmother of Craig Porter 
10/21  Abraham Russo *   father of Joel Russo 
10/22  Seymour Cooper *   father of Lee Cooper ז"ל 
       father-in-law of Toni Cooper, 
       grandfather of Sarah Cooper 
10/22    Anne Nessenson    great-aunt of Jerri Kasakove 
10/23  Ana Bucher *    mother of Marty Bucher 
10/24  Benek Bolender *   father of Marlene Shapiro 
10/24  Bernard Schaefer *   father of Toni Cooper, 
       grandfather of Sarah Cooper  
10/24    David Goldstein    father of Larry Goldstein 
10/24  Jack Calderon *    cousin of Irwin Misshula 
10/24  Ruth Finkelstein *   mother of Neal Finkelstein 
10/25    Arthur Fleischman    father of Jeffrey Fleischman 
10/25  Betty Eichel *    mother of Richard Eichel 
        

Shabbat Observance 10/31-11/1       
10/26  Lesif Gincher *    father of Marianna Kiselev 
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10/26  Max Kirschenbaum *   father of Jack Kirschenbaum 
10/27  Charles Cole *    father of Evan Cole 
10/27  Jacqueline Eisen *   mother of Cathy Berkowitz 
10/27    Sylvia Berlin     mother of Ilene Fireman 
10/28  Salomon Furer *   father of Alicia Quint 
10/28  Gerry Goldberg *   husband of Judy Goldberg, 

member of Temple Rodeph Torah 
10/28    Morris Blacker     grandfather of Bonnie Sugarman 
10/29  Dora Weber *    grandmother of Rabbi Don Weber 
10/30    Martin Greenhouse    father of Cliff Greenhouse 
10/30    Max Klein     father of Ingrid DiFazio 
10/30  Rose Kravitz *    grandmother of David Sorin 
10/31    Harry Friedelbaum    grandfather of Robbin Friedell 
10/31  Mary Eterno *    mother of Loretta Shapiro 
11/1   Richard Loebel *   brother of Morton Fine 
11/1    Leah Davidowitz    grandmother of Jay Davis 
11/1    Murray Fingerman    father of Marsha Diamond 
11/1    Paula Kaufman     sister of Zalma Gelber, 
           aunt of Geri Kaplan and Susan Blecker 

        
Shabbat Observance 11/7-11/8       

11/2   Rose Neal *    godmother of Loretta Shapiro 
11/3    Rhoda Chesler     aunt of Bonnie Friedland 
11/3    Elaine Klein     mother of Ingrid DiFazio 
11/3    Ben Wachter     father of Lucy Isaacson,  
         grandfather of Kenneth Isaacson 
11/4    Chet Ambler     friend of Larry Goldstein 
11/4    Edgar Pearlman    father of Charles Pearlman 
11/5    Edith Rubin     mother of Ira Rubin 
11/5   Louis Deckelboim *   husband of Shirley Deckelboim, 
        father of Sandra Esquenazi 
11/6    Ruth Ferber     mother of Norman Ferber, 
         grandmother of Stacey Feldman and  

Robyn Jay 
11/7   Edward Lewis *   father of Michael Lewis 
11/7   Rachel Pachter *   wife of Erik Pachter, 
          mother of Ira Pachter,  

member of Temple Rodeph Torah 
        

Shabbat Observance 11/14-11/15       
11/8    Phyllis Sellinger    father of Irene Ash 
11/9    Eva Bartenow     aunt of Ilene Skolnik 
11/9    Marty Coleman    husband of Edna Coleman 
11/9    Jacob Korkes     great-uncle of Randy Cranin 
11/10  Jennie Cooper *    grandmother of Brian Halpern and  
       Lisa Halpern-Wicks 
11/10    Rose Katz     grandmother of Steven Karmiller 
11/10    Clara Shukovsky    mother-in-law of Rona Shukovsky 
11/11  Gertrude Feldman *   mother of Neil Feldman ז"ל 
11/11    Evelyn Berkowitz    mother of Gertrude Beeber 
                     continued next page 



Temple Rodeph Torah News          October/November 2014 

22 
 

11/11    Bruce Kurtz     father of Ellen Pearlman 
11/11  Robert Singer *    father of Leslie Rosenstock 
11/12    Ruth Agress     mother of Sandra Craig 
11/12    Malvina Bat Abraham    sister of Mina Paltin 
11/12    Frank Klapper     father of Marilyn Beutel 
11/12    Elissa Salame     mother of Allison Galiano 
11/12    Jeanne Tremaine    grandmother of Laurie Karmel 
11/13    Dora Eisner     mother of Sheila Aptaker 
11/13    Max Fermaglich    father of David Fermaglich 
11/13    Minnie Shapiro     grandmother of Randi Sorin 
11/15    Margo Isaacson    mother of Ronald Isaacson, 
       grandmother of Kenneth Isaacson 
11/15    Gussie Schwalbe    grandmother of Sandra Craig 
11/15  Rose Cranin *    grandmother of Randy Cranin 
        

Shabbat Observance 11/21-11/22       
11/16  Harry Fischer *    father of Craig Fischer ז"ל 
11/16    Rosa Barr     mother of Ilene Skolnik 
11/16    Masha Shulman    grandmother of Steven Kaufman 
11/16    Dale Skran, Sr.     father of Dale Skran 
11/17    Benjamin Kirschner    brother of Arlene Lieber 
11/17    Morris Nessenson    great-uncle of Jerri Kasakove 
11/17  Charles Freilich *   father of Irvin Freilich 
11/18  Helene Hershman *   mother of Gil Hershman 
11/18  Lucille Robins *   mother of Dale Krulick 
11/18    Henry Goutter     father-in-law of Andrea Goutter 
11/18    Joseph Grabelsky    father of Bonnie Ryder 
11/18    Ethel Rosenbaum    mother of Barbara Rosenbaum 
11/18    Samuel Schulman    father-in-law of Maurice Heitt 
11/18    Walter Sundel     uncle of Sindy Weiner 
11/18  Mollie Schwitz *   grandmother of Mark Schwitz 
11/19    David Schulman    brother of Irene Ash 
11/19  Selma Levy *    grandmother of David Levy 
11/20  Cecilia Gross *    mother of Fred Gross 
11/20    Janie Goldfarb     wife of Richard Goldfarb, 
       mother of Cindy Kipnis 
11/20  Janice Seifter *    niece of Shirley Newman ז"ל 
       cousin of Roberta Rafaloff 
11/20    Mickey Marks     husband of Arlene Lieber 
11/20    Lillian Ross     mother of Phil Ross 
11/20    Edna Sanchez     mother of Ralph Mavis 
11/20    Gerald Weiner     father of Louis Weiner 
11/20    Samuel Zimmerman    father of Emilie Herzberg 
11/20  Leonard Chernick *   father of Pamela Mizrahi 
11/21  Frank Cariello *   father of Robert Cariello 
11/21  Bernard Satkowitz *   father of Rochelle Friedman 
11/21    Jerome Gold     father of Mitch Gold 
11/21    Chava Weichenberg    aunt of Lior Koppel 
11/21  Ronda Binkowitz *   wife of Joel Binkowitz, 
       member of Temple Rodeph Torah 
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11/21  Arnold Workman *   husband of Aida Workman, 
       father of Robin Persily 
11/22    Albert Gruenewald    father of Ernest Grunwald 
11/22    Sylvia Karmel     mother of Arthur Karmel 
11/22    Sara Shraberg     grandmother of Jon Klein 
11/22    Naomi Sugarman    mother of Peter Sugarman 
        

Shabbat Observance 11/28-11/29       
11/23  Anna Kiselev *    mother of Alexander Kiselev 
11/23    James Mack     grandfather of Marla Bucher 
11/23  Theresa Amarosa *   aunt of Loretta Shapiro 
11/24  Naomi Wilder *    mother of Rachel Wilder Pachter ז"ל 
           mother-in-law of Erik Pachter   
11/24    Barbara Sorin     mother of David Sorin 
11/26  Bernard Loebel *   father of Morton Fine 
11/26  Pauline Seifter *   mother of Shirley Newman ז"ל 
       grandmother of Roberta Rafaloff 
11/26  Hans Rosenow *   step-father of Ronald Klug 
11/27  Irving Zeltzer *    father of Ellen Levine 
11/28    Sylvia Kolodny    mother of Lawrence Kolodny 
11/29    Celia Goldapper    grandmother of Judith Borell 
11/29    Virginia Maravent    grandmother of Miriam Koppel 
11/29  Ruth Kertman *    mother of Susan Aaron 
        

Shabbat Observance 12/5-12/6       
11/30  Susan Schack *    daughter of Samuel Berger ז"ל 
       sister of Judy Goldberg 
11/30    Charles Holzberg    grandfather of Mark Goldberg 
11/30    Zahava Siegel     sister of Miriam Koppel 
11/30  Leonard Kaufman *   father of Steven Kaufman 
 

 
* Indicates the dedication of a plaque on our Memorial Wall. 

         
Jewish tradition suggests that we give tzedakah to honor the memory of our loved ones who have died. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please remember Temple Rodeph Torah in your estate planning and  

help us create the Jewish future. 

See Rabbi Weber for more information. 

Cemetery Plots Available  
A limited number of cemetery plots are still 
available in the Temple Rodeph Torah section 
at Beth Israel Cemetery in Woodbridge, NJ.   

The significantly discounted rates are available 
for pre-purchase or at time of need, but only 

through this offer. 
Contact the office today at (732) 308-0055 or 

email cemetery@trt.org for information. 

mailto:cemetery@trt.org
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TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of Western Monmouth 

P.O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746 
 

TEMPLE CONTRIBUTIONS FORM 
 

______BOLENDER LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT FUND, to develop, enhance and encourage Jewish  

leadership 

______CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Cantor for the benefit of the congregation* 

______COLLEGE OUTREACH FUND, funding for programs to maintain contact with our college students 
______FUND FOR THE CENTER FOR A JEWISH FUTURE, for the Jewish education of our children. 

______GENERAL FUND, allows us to use your gift where it is needed most 

______HELENA PROJECT FUND, to provide Shabbat meals for families in times of upset and difficulty 

______HERZOG MUSIC FUND, for the musical needs of the congregation 

______HIRSCH/ROSEN MEMORIAL YOUTH FUND, provides funding for youth programs 

______ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND, provides financial assistance for youth trips to Israel 

______LANDSCAPING FUND, for the purchase of trees, shrubs and flowers to beautify our property 

______LIBRARY FUND, for the purchase of books for our Library 

______MEN’S CLUB TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of the Men’s Club 

______MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND, dedicated completely to paying down the principal on our mortgage 

______PRAYER BOOK FUND, for the purchase of our new High Holiday prayer books.  (Any amount may be  

      donated to this fund, but a contribution of $54 or more is required to dedicate a set of High Holiday prayer books) 
______RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Rabbi for the benefit of the congregation* 

______SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of Sisterhood 

______SOCIAL ACTION FUND, to support the Committee’s work of “repairing the world” 

______TEMPLE FACILITIES FUND, for the construction and maintenance of our home 

______TEMPLE IMPROVEMENT and BEAUTIFICATION FUND, provides funds for improvements to the temple 

______WILLNER/WEINSTEIN EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT FUND, provides interest income for the  

  Religious School’s future  

***       TREE OF LIFE/MEMORIAL PLAQUES: To celebrate a special occasion by purchasing a leaf for the Tree of  

 Life, or to honor the memory of a loved one who has died, please call the temple office. A Dedication Form  

 will be sent to you. 

__________________________ 

* Make checks payable to TRT-Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund or TRT-Cantor’s Discretionary Fund; all other funds 

payable to Temple Rodeph Torah. To donate online, go to www.trt.org and click on Donate. 

 

This donation is being made: 

 

In MEMORY of:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

In HONOR of:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Donation made by: 

 

Name:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Acknowledgment to be sent to the following:  

 

Name:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Contributions of any amount are welcomed, but there is an $18 minimum for each acknowledgment you wish sent. 
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Please refer all questions to our temple office, 732-308-0055. 

TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of Western Monmouth 

P. O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746 (Area Code 732) 

Office Telephone 308-0055   Religious School 308-3836 

web site: www.trt.org  email: office@trt.org 
 

 

Rabbi    Donald A. Weber  Office 409-1268 rebweb18@gmail.com 

       Home 972-2595 

Cantor    Joanna M. Alexander     308-2311 cantoralexander@trt.org  
                                   Home    312-286-3356 
Temple Administrator  Sheryl Cooper   308-0055 office@trt.org 

Educators   Rabbi Shira Stern   308-3836 rel.school@trt.org 

Barbara Klein   308-3836 hseducator@trt.org 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Tutor  Ruth Haim    252-8910 ruth.haim@yahoo.com 

 
President    Larry Rosen     917-572-3792    LRosen@LHRGB.com 
Vice-President   Mike Esquenazi   252-8753  mesquenazi@brickmanre.com 
Vice-President   Denise Swartz  332-9808  swartz4some@hotmail.com 
Vice-President   Juli Mercado  972-8404   jbmerc@aol.com 
Treasurer   Alan Margolies  536-3002  alanmargo@aol.com 
Financial Secretary   Matt Jacobson  536-7189  Matt_Jacobson@hotmail.com 
Recording Secretary    Bob Dollinger  252-8970  dollingerr@aol.com 
Past-President    Brion Feinberg   591-5814   brionf@trt.org 
  
ARZA     Marc Willner   536-4180   marcw18@aol.com 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Video   Ellie Golden   591-8791   LAgolden@aol.com 
Building & Grounds   Henry Levenstein  567-7799  hlev@optonline.net 
College Outreach   Marcia Borshof   972-1906   marlaza7@hotmail.com 
Education    Robyn Gandelman  683-1168   esgputer@optonline.net 
   Service Requirements   Juli Mercado  972-8404  jbmerc@aol.com 
Finance     Mike Esquenazi   252-8753  mesquenazi@brickmanre.com 
Fundraising    Jodi Zukoff   591-1986   jozuko@yahoo.com 
Horaiynu    Barrie Cotter  970-9715  barriec@optonline.net 
Judaica Shop    Marcia Borshof   972-1906   marlaza7@hotmail.com 
Library     Heather Schleifstein  851-7124   HLM9@aol.com  
Membership    
Men’s Club    Michael Klass  617-0477  msklass@optonline.net 
Newsletter Advertising   Iris Schleifstein   536-6117   i.schleifstein@gmail.com 
Newsletter        308-0055  trtnewsletter@gmail.com 
Sisterhood   Susan Dollinger   252-8970  suezq190@gmail.com 
Social Action    Andrea Kazin  946-3535  sumbodynnj@aol.com 
Technology    Harvey Lieber   677-3257   harvey.lieber@gmail.com 
Web Site Administrator   Neal Finkelstein   972-8624   webadmin@trt.org 
Women’s Spirituality Group  Suzie Beizer  933-1562   sbeizer@yahoo.com 
Worship    Robbin Friedell  462-1692  robbinalah@aol.com 
Youth     Howie Gandelman  683-1168   esgputer@optonline.net 
Youth Advisor - Chaverim  Sara Weissman  567-7175  sweissman@gmail.com 

       Jr. & Sr. RTSY           Shifra Malkin  908-642-6589  Shifra.Malkin@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@trt.org
mailto:LRosen@LHRGB.com
mailto:sweissman@gmail.com










































imagine...write...create

C O L L E G E  C O N S U L T I N G  
S E R V I C E S  

Jodi Zukoff 
 

*College selection guidance  
* Application preparation 

 *Resume writing and review 
 * Essay review and editing  
*Financial Aid information 

732 995-0305 
jozuko@yahoo.com  

	  



349 Rt. 9 So. • Manalapan, N.J. 07726 • 732-536-8788
www.mmpmanalapan.com

DIGITAL PRINTING & MAILING SPECIALISTS

• Full Color Printing

• Color Copies

• Flyers

• Letterheads

• High Speed Copies

• Newsletters

• Brochures 

• Business Cards

• Typesetting & Design

• Envelopes 

• Postcards

• Labels

The Full Service Center For All Of Your Printing, 
Copying and Mailing Needs

MARTIN AND EDITH STEIN HOSPICE
at The Oscar and Ella Wilf Campus for Senior Living

49 Veronica Ave., Suite 206, Somerset, NJ 08873 • 732-227-1212
www.SteinHospiceNJ.org

Accredited by the National Institute for Jewish Hospice

•  Excellent Nurse to Patient Ratio
•   Home Health Aide Support for Family
•  Bereavement Support Monthly Meeting
•   Complementary Chicken Soup plus Harp 

 and Massage therapies

~ Jewish Hospice Care ~

MARK GRAINER, D.D.S., P.A.

100 Campus Drive, Suite 202
Morganville, New Jersey 07751
(732) 972-2300

After all, it's not just a house, it's your home.
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Cruise Holidays of Marlboro
is your one stop for all

PREFERRED TRAVEL PARTNER
FOR ALL THE TOP CRUISE LINES, HOTELS AND TOUR COMPANIES.

your travel needs!

Helene & Ira Kaplan
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1988

“When Personal Service Is As Important As Price”
Cruise In Call Up Click On

191 Route 9 South
Between Rt. 520 & Union Hill Road

732.972.2444
800.284.2784

Open 24/7 on the web
www.cruiseholidaysnj.com

of Marlboro

All-Inclusives, Hotels
Customized and Organized Land Tours

Over 26 years of experience
We bring you the same level of 5 star service

no matter if you book a vacation for land or sea.

Cruise and Cruise Tour Professionals

and personalized attention you have enjoyed,
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