
I 
 

From Rabbi Weber 

don’t like surprises. Give me time to prepare and I can 
handle almost anything, but surprises are not welcome 
guests in my brain. 

So, in December I tore my Achilles’ tendon. 

Surprise! 

December vacation plans? Canceled. 
January’s trip to Washington with our Confirmation students? They 
went without me. 
February’s study seminar, an annual event with cherished 
colleagues? Not allowed to fly yet. 
And exactly how long before I’m back to normal, whatever that is? 
Oh, half a year. 

I’ve had surgery before, but I was always given time to prepare, to 
make arrangements… to plan. Not this time. I saw the doctor on 
Friday and the operation was on Monday. 

I was annoyed, angry and yes, scared. Too many surprises and none 
of them good. But the biggest surprise was that I learned something 
important about myself from the experience. 

I learned that over the years I have developed resources – internal 
resources – which I can call on in difficult times. And of these 
resources, the one that was most useful to me was gratitude. 

At Shabbat evening services, when we ask you to think about the 
best thing that happened to you that week, we are cultivating 
gratitude: a feeling that there is good in the world, and in our lives. 
On Saturday mornings, when we make a verbal list of the blessings 
in our lives, we model ways to express gratitude. My own practice 
when I awaken each morning is to sit up and list the blessings I 
have in my life; when I do this, I make gratitude part of each day. And, to my surprise, gratitude was 
there to support me when I needed it. 

continued next page 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

ROCK SHABBAT WITH TODD 
HERZOG & WELCOMING WICKER 
CHURCH – February 20 

HEALING SERVICE – February 27 

TEMPLE GALA CELEBRATION – 
February 28 

PURIM SERVICE AND SHPIEL!! – 
March 4 

“SHABBAT UNPLUGGED” WITH 
JULES FRANKEL – March 6 

PURIM CARNIVAL!! – March 8 

BLOOD DRIVE – March 8  
See flyer in the back of this issue 

ROCK SHABBAT – March 20 

“EAT, PRAY, LEARN” – March 27 
(advance registration required) 

For up-to-date information, call the 
office to sign up for our weekly 
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Find us on Facebook for photos 
and coming events! 
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When the doctor laid out the (surprise!) schedule of the next six months, I took a bunch of deep breaths. 
By the time I got home after the appointment I was not a happy camper. But that night was Rock Shabbat 
/ Hanukkah, and I knew I had to be there… after all, it’s my job. So I dragged myself and my new, huge, 
clumsy boot-cast to temple, put on a good face and let the service begin. 

I really like Rock Shabbat. I like the melodies that are now familiar, I like the new ideas which our guest 
artists bring and I like the feeling in the room when we let go and pray together. And Rock Shabbat 
Hanukkah – that just can’t be beat. Before I realized it, my annoyance, my anger and even my fear faded 
into the background. The beauty of over 500 Hanukkah candles, hundreds of faces alight with their glow, 
the music, the special events of the evening… they were too good, too special, too holy to leave room for 
my concerns. At the end of the service I told everyone I was grateful to them for sharing that special 
evening with me. Gratitude won out over fear, and even over surprise. 

The next morning, as I listed my blessings before arising, I thought about each one very, very carefully. I 
didn’t just list them, I tried to feel them: how it feels to have a roof over my head, food on my plate, 
family and friends who truly care, and on, and on, and on. I said then, as I’ve said many times, that if my 
life ended at this moment I have been cheated out of nothing. And for that, I was grateful. So grateful that 
I forgot to be scared. 

Over the weekend I rehearsed my list of blessings.  And I kept reciting that list right up to the moment 
they brought me into the OR. I picked it up again, beginning with Modeh Ani, the minute I woke up 
afterward. And I saw that my years of consciously cultivating a feeling of being blessed helped me. It 
allowed me to access those feelings immediately, because they weren’t strangers to me. I didn’t start to 
count my blessings in order to prepare for surgery one day, but it sure was good to have so many at my 
fingertips when I needed them. 

I am so blessed. What difference does a surprise or two really make? 

Each of us faces challenges in our life: Challenges at work, at home, with our health, or just handling the 
unpleasant surprises that come our way. What I learned from the past weeks is that a cultivated sense of 
gratitude is a powerful tool, a weapon to use against the difficulties we all face at one time or another. 
Now that I am on the path to recovery, I want to share this thought, this spiritual practice, with others who 
may benefit from it. If you would like to learn more, or if I can help to start you on a path to your own 
sense of deep, abiding gratitude for the blessings you have in your life, please let me know. It would be 
my honor to share what I have learned, and to learn together with you. In a society which wants us to 
focus on what we need to buy to be happy, gratitude offers an antidote to a lot of what ails us. 

To every temple member who reached out with offers of help and prayers for healing… thank you for 
blessing me with your love. I am truly grateful.  

Rabbi Don Weber 

© 2015, Temple Rodeph Torah 

TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH NEWS is published bi-monthly by Temple Rodeph Torah, PO Box 125, 

Marlboro, NJ 07746. It is mailed without charge to member families and others who have requested to be 

on our mailing list, and is available online at www.trt.org. 
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Notes from the Cantor 

In January, I had the extraordinary opportunity to go with our 10th graders to the 
Religious Action Center for Reform Judaism, the Reform movement’s lobbying arm. 
Our students spent a packed 3 1/2 days of intensive learning, exploring and studying. They learned how to 
lobby Congress. They learned about many of the social justice issues the Reform movement takes a 
position on, they met Jews from all over the country including those who say “y’all.” They wrote and 
presented passionate speeches to staff from Senator Booker and Congressman Pallone’s offices. It was 
such a privilege for me to watch our students go from complaining about how much school and 
homework they were going to miss, to sitting diligently at the computer excited to share what they were 
planning on saying to our representatives. Watching their speeches go from an essay of facts, or an idea 
like, "I care so you should do it," to growing those concepts into logical arguments with persuasive 
reasons from American, Jewish and personal perspectives was truly awe inspiring. Then to see them 
speak calmly, clearly and professionally at the representatives’ offices left me beaming with pride. I felt 
proud to be part of a country that encourages us to participate. I felt like I could forget about how difficult 
real politics are, because in that office, politicians were doing their job, listening and responding to their 
constituents. I felt so proud to be traveling with these amazing students as they learned and shared in this 
journey. 

We also had the extraordinary opportunity to see how good we have it. As we were walking to the bus for 
the journey back to New Jersey, we walked alongside the friends we'd made from Texas. They too, had 
chosen to lobby on LGBT issues, along with Comprehensive Sex Education and other topics (Texas funds 
“abstinence-only” education). While they had been lucky enough to get face time with their congressman, 
not just a staffer, his response was disheartening to the students. He did not support any of the topics they 
called to his attention and made blanket statements which would make most of us cringe with their 
political incorrectness. We are truly blessed where we live. Our government isn't perfect. There is much 
worth lobbying over, but our LGBT students can find support for non-discrimination in our state. We are 
represented by people who want to protect and give equal access to those with different abilities or 
disabilities. We have representatives who believe government should be in the buisiness of social issues 
and protecting those who cannot protect or speak for themselves. None of the issues we advocated for 
may change in the 114th Congress, but it will not be because of our representatives. 

At the RAC, students learned that they can truly be a part of something bigger. I hope they will not be 
disheartened that change and laws are sometimes slow to come. But instead, be energized to know that it 
is possible. At the beginning, there were those who weren't sure they could write a speech or stand up and 
speak to our representatives, but they did it. Now they know that they can continue to advocate from a 
local to a national level on all the subjects they are passionate about. 

Thank you, TRT, for the opportunity to learn with these students. It was truly an honor, and I feel even 
more blessed to be an American. 

Cantor Joanna Alexander 
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From the Desk of Rabbi Stern 

 

Help is at hand: 
I was reminded recently that what we do in school may feel a little daunting to parents whose Hebrew 
School days were a while ago or non-existent, thereby putting a damper on those parents helping their 
kids to learn. (I feel the same about math homework, which I stopped overseeing as soon as our children 
reached middle school. Lucky for our kids, Don felt more analytically capable.) 
 
But really, we the faculty and you the parents and grandparents are our “sacred partners” when it comes 
to Jewish Education. Every time you participate in one of our family programs, or sit next to your 
children during services, or get on the floor during Tot Shabbat to drum on the tambourines, you are 
doing sacred work. More important, you are fulfilling a role that we at TRT cannot do: you are leading by 
example. Because you are the first - and most important - teacher, children will learn the lessons you 
model even when they are arguing with you. When you listen to Hebrew prayers being read over and over 
again, your message to your child is that this is important work, not tedious repetition. Even if the work 
they are doing is too difficult for you, your encouragement and your questions allow the child to become 
the teacher; by doing so, they experience moments of complete empowerment. 
 
Now we have really exciting news for both you and your student: as a result of a very generous donation 
from the Bowling league and a very generous private donation, we have purchased new laptops and 
tablets that we will load with self-teaching programs that you can use to brush up on your skills. Never 
mastered the Hebrew alphabet? No problem: we have an app for that. Used to be able to read but need a 
refresher? We have an app for that. Exploring this material for the first time? Yup, we have the interactive 
programs and up-to-date hardware to open doors for you. Carpool bring you to temple early? Bring your 
kids and play Hebrew games on our computers.  
 
As of February, we will designate a dedicated “computer lab” that will be available to all. It will be a 
roving room, moving around as classrooms become available; have laptop, will travel.  
 
The truth is, some traditions are worth continuing: grappling with Hebrew as a sacred language is still 
important; learning with your children and grandchildren is still crucial for connecting the younger 
generation with Judaism. We’ve just provided you with a different approach to learning, integrating 
cutting edge technology into our curriculum 
 
Come see what’s new at TRT. 
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Friday, 2/6   - Kabbalat Shabbat Service – 6:30 p.m. 

    Sermon: “In Search of the Transcendant Moment”

 Birthday Blessings for February; Candle Lighting 5:02 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 2/7  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m. 

    Minyan Leader: Rabbi Don Weber  

 

Friday, 2/13  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m.  

    Sermon: Cantor Alexander will lead a discussion of this week’s Torah  

    portion. 

    Candle Lighting 5:10 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 2/14  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m.  

    Minyan Leader: Rabbi Shira Stern 

 

Friday, 2/20  - ROCK SHABBAT SERVICE – 8:00 p.m. 

    Guest Artist: Todd Herzog 

    Please join us as we welcome our friends from the Wicker Memorial  

    Baptist Church 

    Candle Lighting 5:19 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 2/21  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m.  

    Minyan Leader: Sharon Aptaker 

 

- Shabbat Mincha/Havdalah Service – 4:30 p.m. 

 Bat Mitzvah: Rebecca Russo 

 

Friday, 2/27  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m. 

    SERVICE OF HEALING 

     Anniversary Blessings for February; Candle Lighting 5:27 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 2/28  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m.  

    Minyan Leaders: Bob and Susan Dollinger 

 

Wednesday, 3/4  - Erev PURIM SERVICE & PURIM SHPIEL – 7:30 p.m. 

    Come join the “Not Ready for the Bima Players” as we celebrate our  

    liberation from tragedy. 

    Come in costume! Prizes for the best adult costumes, and fun for  

    everyone! 

 

Friday, 3/6   - Kabbalat Shabbat Service – 6:30 p.m. 

    “SHABBAT UNPLUGGED,” with Guest Artist Jules Frankel

 Birthday Blessings for March; Candle Lighting 5:35 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 3/7  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m. Minyan Group. 

    Minyan Leader: Rabbi Don Weber 

    Aufruf of Joshua Fischer and Ariel Kaye 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
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                continued next page 

Friday, 3/13  - Shabbat Service – 8:00 p.m.  

    Sermon: “Why Should Judaism Survive?” 

    Candle Lighting 6:43 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 3/14  - Shabbat Morning Service – 10:00 a.m.  

    Minyan Leader: Neal Finkelstein 

 

Friday, 3/20  - ROCK SHABBAT SERVICE – 8:00 p.m. 

    Guest Artist: Eric Komar 

    Candle Lighting 6:50 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 3/21  - Shabbat Morning Services – 10:00 a.m.  

    Bat Mitzvah: Jillian Parish 

    Minyan Leader: Rabbi Shira Stern 

 

Friday, 3/27  - A Special Shabbat Experience: “EAT, PRAY, LEARN” – 6:00 p.m. 

    Tonight’s service will be integrated with dinner; there will be no regular  

    service this evening. Advance registration required. 

     Anniversary Blessings for March; Candle Lighting 6:57 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 3/28  - Shabbat Morning Services – 10:00 a.m. 

    B’nai Mitzvah: Aiden and Zoe Singer 

    Minyan Leader: Sharon Aptaker 

 
Please call the temple office if you know of any temple member who is ill, or who has been admitted to the 

hospital. We want to visit and offer our help, but we cannot help unless we know about them! 

         

 

 

 

 

Temple Rodeph Torah is proud to be partners with: 

 
 

                                    
 
 

 
Temple Rodeph Torah is a member of the Union for Reform Judaism, 

 and a Partner Congregation of Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger 

Recognized as an ACCESSIBLE CONGREGATION by the National Organization on Disabilities 
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President: Larry Rosen   Treasurer: Alan Margolies   
 Vice President: Mike Esquenazi Financial Secretary: Matt Jacobson 

Vice President: Denise Swartz  Recording Secretary: Bob Dollinger 
 Vice President: Juli Blumenthal Past President: Brion Feinberg 

 
Directors 

Della Cherchia 
Ellie Golden 
Tmima Grinvald 
Rich Kaplin 
Andrea Kazin 
Marc Knobloch 

Sari Rubin 
      Dan Schleifstein 
      Ilene Skolnik 
      Jeff Weiss 
      Jodi Zukoff

 
Committee Chairpersons/Representatives 

 
Education: Robyn Gandelman 
Finance: Mike Esquenazi 
Men’s Club: Michael Klass 
Nominating/Volunteer Growth: 

Ellen Finkelstein 
 

Sisterhood: Susan Dollinger 
Social Action: Andrea Kazin 
Strategic Planning: Bob Dollinger 
Worship: Robbin Friedell 
Youth: Howie Gandelman 

 
\
 
 
 

 
 

 
2014 was a busy year.  There were so many wonderful events, including our Annual Sisterhood Dinner.  I 
appreciate the continued support of everyone who joined Sisterhood this year.  
 
The Hanukkah Fair was another event where we had a chance to showcase our Judaica items and toys for 
the children.  Barrie Cotter and Robyn Gandelman did a wonderful job finding so many new vendors. 
 
Also in December, we had a Rosh Chodesh program.  There were lively discussions as well as worship.  
If you missed this program, we will plan another one in the spring. Thanks to Rabbi Stern and Suzie 
Beizer for all their help and support.  
 
Did you know that Sisterhood offers a program for tree planting in Israel?  What a beautiful way to 
celebrate a simcha or in remembrance of a yahrzeit. Each tree costs $18.00   Checks can be made payable 
to Temple Rodeph Torah Sisterhood and mailed to the temple office. Please write Trees for Israel on 
your check and the envelope. Please also include any instructions if you would like a certificate sent to 
acknowledge the donation.   
  
We are making plans for Bunco – Wednesday, April 29th at 7:30 p.m. 
                 continued next page 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SISTERHOOD 
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If you know of any local stores who would donate goods or services for our event, please contact Susan 
Dollinger (suezq190@gmail.com) or Jodi Weintraub (qponcutter@aol.com). We have a donation form 
and tax exemption letter, which can be provided to the donors. If you own a business and would like to 
donate your services, this is a great way to promote your business while helping Sisterhood.  
 
Our monthly meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. If you have new 
ideas or would like to be a part of our planning process, please join us. 

Shalom, 
Susan Dollinger 
Sisterhood President 

 
 
 
 
 
Each year at Rosh Hashanah, Rabbi Weber asks us to bring back bags and bags of food for the Foodbank 
of Monmouth and Ocean Counties on Yom Kippur. We go shopping and bring back those bags and bags 
of food, which we hand over to our wonderful custodians in rain or shine. We see them load all the bags 
in the numerous metal bins that the Foodbank provides and every year the bags spill out of the bins and 
even reach the top of the truck.  A few weeks go by and we are told of the extraordinary (and it is 
extraordinary) amount of food that has been collected. Did you ever wonder what happens to the food 
after the truck pulls out of the parking lot?  
 
Members of the Social Action Committee and several congregants recently participated in the Foodbank’s 
monthly Mix, Mingle & Sort. Our group and other volunteers were brought into the huge 40,000 square- 
foot warehouse and in front of us were the familiar metal bins filled with bags and bags of food. The bins 
were previously weighed and the donation site recorded. We were each given jobs to either empty each 
bag and check the expiration dates, check expiration dates again (they are very serious about not 
distributing expired food) or to sort and stock the numerous labeled shelves. We all happily took our 
assignments and began checking expiration dates or stocking the shelves. As we did our jobs, we chatted 
with many of the other volunteers and our guide, David Goldberg. David explained that groups will come 
in and shop the shelves for the items they need. Depending upon the size of the organization and the 
number of people they provide food for, the Foodbank determines how much they are allowed to take. In 
addition to the canned and boxed goods, fresh meat, bread, fruits and vegetables are also available. These 
are donated by local farms and stores such as Costco, Wegman’s, ShopRite, Walmart and Sam’s Club just 
to name a few.  As we were filling the shelves on a Thursday night, David told us that by the following 
Tuesday, they would be empty. We were totally amazed by that fact because the shelves were well 
stocked.   Another volunteer in the group asked, “Which group are you from?” and we responded 
“Temple Rodeph Torah.” They could not stop thanking us for our support. Our yearly High Holiday 
collection is one of the largest collections they receive each year. In addition, our June food collection 
helps them at one of the slowest times of the year.  
 
Our visit to the Foodbank definitely confirmed that our annual High Holiday and spring food drives are 
extraordinary in so many ways. If you would like information about volunteer opportunities at the 
Foodbank or to schedule a date and time for the Mix, Mingle & Sort, please contact Judy Daniels at 
jdaniels@foodbankmoc.org or (732) 218-2600, x5758. 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated gift cards, toys, coats, gloves and scarves. We over-filled thirty-six 
large bags and distributed them to the Men’s Shelter in Freehold, St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church in 

SOCIAL ACTION 

mailto:suezq190@gmail.com
mailto:qponcutter@aol.com
mailto:jdaniels@foodbankmoc.org
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Asbury Park, and Lion of Judah Church in Trenton. Everyone was most appreciative of our generous 
donations. 
 
Our Mitzvah of the Month for February is “SOUPer Bowl Party.” If you are hosting or going to a Super 
Bowl party, please bring or ask your guests to bring a can of soup.  We can help fill the shelves of the 
Foodbank one can at a time.  A soup collection bin will be in the atrium for the entire month of February.  
 
Please join us for dinner and Rock Shabbat services on Friday, February 20th, at 6:00 p.m., as we 
welcome our friends and neighbors from Wicker Memorial Baptist Church. The cost of Shabbat dinner is 
$18 per adult, $12 per child (under 13) and free for children less than 5 years of age. For more 
information and to sign up, please see the flyer located in the back of this newsletter.  
 
Please save the date: Our Annual Blood Drive will be on Sunday, March 8th, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
You can make an appointment by following the link provided on the “This Week at TRT” e-mail, or by 
contacting me at andreakaz@trt.org.  
 
Please join us at our meetings on Wednesday, February 25th and Wednesday, March 25th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Andrea Kazin  

“Acts of Lovingkindness with Passion and Joy” 

 

 
Women's Spirituality had a wonderful end of 2014. We had our annual pot-luck dinner in the Sukkah and 
sanctuary. There was a variety of delicious dairy dishes prepared by the group. We joined with Sisterhood 
to host a book discussion with Judy Petsonk. Her book, Queen of the Jews, is a historical fiction about 
Salome Alexandra and how she ruled Judea. If you haven't read it, it is a wonderful book and worth the 
time to read it. In November, we also had a meeting at Folio Art Glass in Colts Neck, where we made 
fused glass Judaic jewelry. Beautiful pendants, earrings and pins were made by all- see if you can spot 
them on some of our members! Our final event of 2014 was a joint effort with Sisterhood for Rosh 
Chodesh in December. We shared what draws us to Judaism and pivotal moments in our Judaic spiritual 
lives. We also collected personal products for women to donate. 
 
We are planning a Women's Seder on Monday, March 30th, at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. It is going to be 
a multi-generational event, so please bring your daughters, mothers and grandmothers for a wonderful  
evening led by Rabbi Shira Stern. Please send $30 (check only) payable to Women's Spirituality to the 
temple office. Emails with more info will follow.  
 
If you would like to be added to the Women's Spirituality email list, or if you have any questions, please 
contact me at sbeizer@yahoo.com or call 732-933-1562. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you soon,  
Suzie Beizer 
 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY 

mailto:sbeizer@yahoo.com
tel:732-933-1562
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Torah Today 

  A Brief Summary of Each Week’s Torah Portion 

 

 

 
Shabbat 2/6-2/7 Parashat Yitro, Exodus 18:1-20:23      Summary by Lois Korman 
Moses is responsible for adjudicating all disputes that arise among the people. His father-in-law, Jethro, 
sees that this was an onerous and virtually impossible task, so he suggests having minor disputes decided 
by honorable men, with Moses adjudicating only the most difficult issues. Moses does so, thereby 
alleviating much of his burden as moral guardian. After traveling for three months, the people arrive at 
Sinai. Adonai tells Moses to convey the message, “If you will obey Me faithfully and keep My covenant, 
you shall be My treasured possession among all the peoples.” The Israelites must stay pure for two days. 
On the third day, as they approach Mount Sinai, there is thunder, lightning, a loud blast, and a dense 
cloud upon the mountain. Adonai allows only Moses and Aaron to come to the mountaintop to receive the 
Ten Commandments. 

 
Shabbat 2/13-2/14 Parashat Mishpatim, Exodus 21:1-24:18    Summary by Judy Kramer 
This section includes a number of important laws and ends with Moses ascending the mountain of God, 
staying there 40 days and 40 nights and inscribing God’s teaching and commandments on the stone 
tablets. Included among the laws mentioned are the rights and restrictions of slaves; punishment by death 
for planned murder, kidnapping; insulting or striking a parent; restitution for damage to property; 
bestiality, sorcery, false sacrifice or ill treatment of orphans or strangers. Also described are punishments 
for stealing, harming or loosely grazing oxen, sheep and other animals. Worshiping other gods, false 
witness and giving or taking bribes are forbidden. This section includes the famous “eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth” quote. It proscribes the Sabbath and the seventh year of rest for farmlands and vineyards, and 
establishes our three important holidays:  Passover, Shavuot, and Sukkot. 
 
Shabbat 2/20-2/21 Parashat Terumah, Exodus 25:1-27:19  Summary by Jonathan Seidel 
Adonai tells Moses that the children of Israel must build a “temple” in preparation for receiving the 
testimony (Ten Commandments). The children of Israel have to build a sanctuary, ark, tabernacle, and 
altar. The instructions for building them are very detailed, requiring many precious metals and specific 
materials, and the measurements given for building them are very precise. 
 
Shabbat 2/27-2/28 Parashat Tetzavveh, Exodus 27:20-30:10         Summary by Barry Kaye 
The Israelites learn that they must provide olive oil for lamps in the Tent of Meeting that shall burn from 
evening until morning for all eternity. Moses is to enlist Israelite craftspeople to fashion elaborately 
adorned Priest’s garments, described by God in exacting detail. Noteworthy is the breastpiece inscribed 
with the names of the tribes of Israel to be worn over Aaron’s heart as a remembrance for all times. Aaron 
and his sons who shall serve Adonai as Priests are to dress in these sacral vestments while officiating in 
the Temple. Aaron and his sons are ordained as Kohanim in a seven-day ritual of washing, dressing, 
anointing and carrying out numerous burnt offering and sin offering sacrifices before God. The parasha 
ends with God providing instructions for constructing an altar for the daily burning of incense and an 
annual purification ritual. 
 
Shabbat 3/6-3/7 Parashat Ki Tissa, Exodus 30:11-34:35     Summary by Gloria and Ed Russin 
While Moses is on Mount Sinai receiving the Ten Commandments, the Israelites build a golden calf to 
worship. Upon descending from the mountain, Moses becomes enraged at the sight of the calf and 
smashes the tablets. Moses asks to see God, but God says Moses can only see God’s back, since to see 
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God is to die. God tells Moses to carve new tablets, and God will provide him with the Ten 
Commandments again. During the next 40 days and nights God gives Moses additional laws to observe. 
God also commands Moses to observe the seven days of Passover, the Sabbath, and other holidays. 
 
Shabbat 3/13-3/14 Parashat Vayakhel, Exodus 35:1-38:20              Summary by Linda Cranin 
This Torah portion describes, in detail, how Moses acquires the necessary goods — gold, silver, fine 
cloth, wood, etc. — to make the Tabernacle, and how he is blessed by God with the skills needed to 
complete the task. 
 
   Parashat Pikudei, Exodus 38:21-40:38                       Summary by Jeff Ball 
The story of the construction of the Tabernacle concludes with details about the amount of gold and 
copper used in the building, and a description of the clothing that was made for Aaron and his sons. The 
sacred vestments were colorful and ornate. Much fine fabric and woven gold, as well as many gemstones, 
were made into robes, headdresses, and sashes. In one example, the names of the sons of Israel were 
inscribed on a robe, and then surrounded by a border of lazuli stones set in gold. They made a frontlet of 
pure gold with the inscription “Holy to Adonai” and attached it to a headdress as God had commanded 
Moses. When Moses saw that all the work was nearly done he blessed the Israelites. A cloud then covered 
the Tabernacle with the “Presence of Adonai.” Moses could not enter this tent of meeting. When the 
cloud lifted, the Israelites set out on their various journeys. 
 
Shabbat 3/20-3/21 Parashat Vayikra, Leviticus 1:1–5:26   Summary by Ellen Finkelstein 
Rules and procedures for sacrifices are described in great detail. Sacrifices, or offerings, are made for 
different purposes. There are voluntary sacrifices and sacrifices of wellbeing. A sin offering is to be made 
by someone who has unintentionally incurred guilt. Rules are spelled out for priests, the entire 
community, and individual members of the community. Finally, a guilt offering must be given by any 
person who has committed any one of a variety of wrongful acts. 
         
Shabbat 3/27-3/28 Parashat Tzav, Leviticus 6:1 – 8:36       Summary by Marla Bucher 
In this Torah portion, God explains to Moses the details of the following rituals: burnt offering, meal 
offering, sin offering, guilt offering, offering of ordination, and the sacrifice of wellbeing. The Israelites 
are commanded by God to bring the offerings to the priests. In addition, God instructs Moses on how to 
ordain Aaron and his sons into priesthood. The offerings are then performed by Aaron and his sons inside 
the Tent of Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please come and help us make a minyan every 

Saturday morning at 10:00 a.m.  

in the OnegRoom. 

We pray, sing, learn and nosh together in a warm 

casual atmosphere.  

All ages are wanted and welcome. 
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TRT CLASSIFIEDS 

 Traveling?  Contact TRT for recommendations to attend Shabbat services or other events at a 
synagogue near your destination. 

 Got Tech Skills?  Join the TRT tech crew and help deliver the audio, visual and technological 
experiences throughout the year.  Must be 15 years or older.  Experience not required. 

 Unwanted car?  Donate it to TRT for a tax deduction! 
 Do you have experience to share?  Register as a mentor through the TRT Men's Club and help a 

professional in our community.  Email msklass@optonline.net. 
 Need a mentor?  Let TRT connect you!  Contact the temple office at office@trt.org 
 Do you have an event coming up?  Rent the sanctuary at TRT!  For information, call or email 

the office at (732) 308-0055 or office@trt.org. 
 Advertise with us!  The TRT newsletter is a great place to promote your business!  Contact Iris 

Schleifstein at i.schleifstein@gmail.com or 732-536-6117 or the temple office. 
 Looking for a memorial or commemorative opportunity?  Sponsor a project or program at 

TRT in honor of a loved one.  Contact Rabbi Weber at rebweb18@gmail.com. 
 
SHOP ONLINE AND HELP TRT! 
Did you know that you can do your online shopping and support TRT at the same time for no additional 
cost? See the link on our weekly email or visit www.iGive.com to sign up. 
 
ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
TRT offers scholarships to any student presently in the confirmation program or who has been confirmed, 
up through and including the summer after 12th grade.  Money in the Israel Scholarship Fund will be 
equally divided among all students traveling to Israel this summer on an approved youth Israel trip, not to 
exceed $1,000 per student.  Requests for scholarship money should be in writing to the Education 
Committee.  Contact Ellen Finkelstein, at 732-972-8624, or ellenstf@gmail.com for more information.  
We appreciate the congregation's generosity in considering the Israel Scholarship Fund when making a  
donation to the temple. 
 
SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS WAITING TO JOIN TRT 
Did you know that most of our members joined because they knew someone who already belonged? Your 

invitation to a neighbor or friend to join you at a service is the best advertising we have. We are also 

happy to send our Newsletter to any interested family, but we can't do it until you tell us who they are. 

Call the temple office, at 732-308-0055, and give us the names; we will take it from there. And if they 

join, (in any category other than Parent/Grandparent), and remain members for a minimum of six months, 

you get a month’s dues free! Think about what your belonging to Rodeph Torah means to you, and help 

us reach out to others. (Besides, you can always use another driver for the carpool...)  

 

PLEASE HELP US HELP YOU 
When scheduling a life-cycle event in which you would like either Rabbi Weber or Cantor Alexander to 
participate (weddings, namings, funerals, unveilings, etc.), please call them first. If you set the time for  
such events without calling, it may be impossible for them to attend. Though a funeral overrides almost 
everything else, clearing the time in advance may save us from disrupting classes or programs already 
scheduled. We understand the stressful nature of such times in our lives, and with your help we can make 
them a little easier on everyone. If you have any questions about life-cycle events, please feel free to call 
Rabbi Weber, at 732-409-1268, or Cantor Alexander, at 732-308-2311.   

NEWS AND NOTES AT TRT 

mailto:msklass@optonline.net
tel:%28732%29%20308-0055
mailto:office@trt.org
mailto:i.schleifstein@gmail.com
mailto:rebweb18@gmail.com
tel:732-972-8624
mailto:ellenstf@gmail.com
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WHAT DO THE LETTERS “MS” MEAN TO YOU? 
Looking to form a support group for those with multiple sclerosis. Open to the entire community. Contact 
Robyn Gandelman for more information at 732-616-0297, or esgputer@optonline.net. 
 
CALLING ALL WALKERS!! 
Looking to get some exercise and enjoy the beautiful outdoors? TRT now has a “Weekday Walkers” 
group at TRT. We meet at TRT and walk the Henry Hudson Trail. All levels of walkers are welcome. No 
fee, just wear a comfortable pair of sneakers and bring a bottle of water.  Please call/text Gabrielle Eichel, 
at 732-513-8312 or e-mail her at superdoc@optonline.net to let her know you are interested in joining. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
REFORM JUDAISM 101 IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
Got questions about Judaism? Got friends with questions? Do you want ideas on how to live your Jewish 
life in your everyday reality? Or maybe you are looking for a special recipe? The Union for Reform 
Judaism has introduced www.reformjudaism.org as a one-stop resource for everything Jewish, including 
holidays, recipes, social justice, Jewish life and learning, blogs, Israel and much more.  
 
THE JEWISH PARENT PAGE 
Did you know that the URJ (Union for Reform Judaism) has many informative and interesting items on 
their website at urj.org? One of these, The Jewish Parent Page, informs and educates about the Jewish 
holidays and their customs. It includes blessings, historical background, recipes, family activities and 
other creative ways to celebrate the Jewish festivals. Go to www.urj.org/learningforparents/parents/. 
 
RJ.ORG: NEWS AND VIEWS OF REFORM JEWS 

Check out the new Reform Movement blog at www.RJ.org, which is a place to read facts, opposing 
opinions, calls to action and interesting tidbits from the greater Jewish world. New entries posted daily. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM 
Learn the fundamentals of Jewish thought and practice in 16-20 weeks. This course is perfect for 
interfaith couples, non-Jews considering conversion, and Jews looking for an adult-level introduction. 
Visit www.reformjudaism.org/intro for more information. 
 
          continued next page 
 

NEWS AND NOTES IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Cemetery Plots Available  
A limited number of cemetery plots are still 

available in the Temple Rodeph Torah section at 
Beth Israel Cemetery in Woodbridge, NJ.   

The significantly discounted rates are available for 
pre-purchase or at time of need, but only through 

this offer. 
Contact the office today at (732) 308-0055 or 

email cemetery@trt.org for information. 

mailto:esgputer@optonline.net
tel:732-513-8312
mailto:superdoc@optonline.net
http://www.urj.org/learningforparents/parents/
http://urj.org/cong/marketing/bulletin/?syspage=article&item_id=1713
http://www.reformjudaism.org/intro
mailto:cemetery@trt.org
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CAN YOU SPARE TEN MINUTES A DAY?
Thousands for people are now spending 10 minutes a day learning about Jewish life. Subscribe to receive 
an email, delivered directly to your inbox daily, offering a personal connection to a Jewish text, issue or 
topic, including insight on the week’s Torah portion, Israel, social justice and Jewish ethics.  
Visit www.reformjudaism.org/ten for more info. 

ARE YOU GOING ON VACATION OUTSIDE OF THE U.S.A.? WANT TO SEE A REFORM 
CONGREGATION IN ANOTHER COUNTRY? 
How do you find your larger Progressive/Reform/Liberal family when travelling outside of North 
America? The process is different than what you find in North America, where synagogues and Jewish  
institutions in North America generally have an "open-door" policy and regularly welcome visitors. 
The best way is to have the World Union for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ) make the connection for you.  

Several weeks in advance of your vacation, go to wupj.org to search for WUPJ congregations and then 
email or call Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor (gary@wupj.org or 212.452.6531). Provide your travel dates, 
planned accommodations, when you would like to visit the congregation, the number of people in your 
party, and a way to contact you once you are there. If given sufficient time, we can arrange a personal 
visit. 

CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZAL TOV
to Ellen and Brian Block, on the engagement of their son, Corey and Ms. Brittany Jarvis
to Nadine and Joel Sherman, on the marriage of their daughter, Stephanie and Mr. Justin Lipp
to Lynn and Steve Chodos, on the birth of their granddaughter, Odette Nieve Starfield
to Randye and Sandy Derris, on the birth of their grandson, Bryce Hayes Levinson

 

Please support our advertisers! 
Their ads help to defray some of our 

costs… 
If you know of anyone who would be 

interested in advertising with us, please 
have them contact the temple office 

 

Go Green with our  
E-Newsletter! 

Opt out of receiving a printed copy 
Enroll at 

enewsletter.trt.org 

http://www.reformjudaism.org/ten
http://wupj.org/
mailto:gary@wupj.org
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You are Cordially Invited 
 
We invite you to share a proud and special moment as we celebrate with joy the Bat Mitzvah of our 
daughter and sister, Rebecca Ashley, on Saturday, the 21st of February, 2015, at 4:00 p.m.  Please join us 
for the oneg following the service. 
                                                                                                         Bonnie, Joel & Brandon Russo 
 
It is with great pride and joy that we invite you to join us as our daughter and sister, Jillian Rose, is called 
to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, March 21, 2015, at 10:00 a.m. Please join us for the oneg 
Shabbat following the service.  
         Mara, Larry and Jacob Parish 
 
We are filled with love, happiness and pride as our children, Aidan and Zoe, are called to the Torah as a 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, March 28, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. We are doubly blessed and invite you to 
celebrate this special occasion with us. Please join the Singer family for the oneg Shabbat following the 
service. 

Alan and Barbara Singer  
 
 

Do you have a simcha in your family — a new child or grandchild, an engagement or a wedding, a 

promotion, new job or an academic award? Please call the temple office and tell us, so we can share 

the news with your temple family! 

 

 

 

 

 

TRT’s Board of Directors, clergy and members express our thanks to: 
 
Barrie Cotter for her untiring efforts to make the Hanukkah Fair a success. 
 
Marc Persily and the entire TRT Bowling League for their very generous gift to the Religious School, 
allowing the school to purchase new computers. 
 
Robin Sherman for her beautiful Rodeph Torah stained-glass wall hanging. 
 
Marlee Neugass for her presentation to potential volunteers on what volunteering at TRT means to her. 
 
Noah Goldstein for his presentation to potential volunteers on what volunteering at TRT means to him. 
 
Neal Finkelstein, Sharon Aptaker, Karen Goldstein, Bob and Susan Dollinger and Rabbi Shira Stern for 
their continuing commitment as the intrepid Shabbat Minyan Leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 

HONORABLE MENSCHEN 
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OUR CONDOLENCES 
to Jon, Barbara and Rachel Klein, on the loss of Jon’s mother, Mary Klein 
to Sharon and Stuart Katzanek, on the loss of Sharon’s mother, Annette Katz 
to Bonnie, Peter, Daniel, Benjamin and Samuel Sugarman, on the loss of Bonnie’s father,  
 Murray Moskowitz  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

“Zichronam Livracha” – May their memory be a blessing to all who knew them 

 
 

 
The Board of Directors, Rabbi, Cantor, Staff 

and Members of Temple Rodeph Torah 

mourn the death of our member, 

Marilyn Friedgood 

and we extend our condolences to her family, 

Alan, Jill, Adam and Brooke Friedgood 
 

 
The Board of Directors, Rabbi, Cantor, Staff 

and Members of Temple Rodeph Torah 

mourn the death of our member, 

Ingrid DiFazio 

and we extend our condolences to her family, 

Anthony and Michael DiFazio 
 

 
The Board of Directors, Rabbi, Cantor, Staff 

and Members of Temple Rodeph Torah 

mourn the death of our member, 

Gary Shangold 

and we extend our condolences to his wife, 

Carol Shangold 
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Fund for the Center for a Jewish Future 
TRT office staff, in memory of Mary Klein,  
 mother of Jon Klein 
Phyllis and Henry Levenstein and family,  
 in memory of Mary Klein 
The Derris family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Pearl Rosenstock 
 for the yahrzeit of Regina Derris 
 for the yahrzeit of Stephen Derris 
Barry Barber, for the yahrzeit of Ceil Leifer 
 in appreciation of Rabbi  Shira Stern 
Bonnie, Jordan, Jared and Kerin Miller,  
 in memory of Mary Klein 
Juli Blumenthal, for the yahrzeit of 
 Joyce Blumenthal 
Susan and Bob Dollinger, in memory of  
 Murray Moskowitz 
 
General Fund 
Irene Ash, for the yahrzeit of  
 Thomas Schulman 
 for the yahrzeit of Dave Schulman 
Philip Ross, for the yahrzeit of Lillian Ross 
The Skolnik family, for the yahrzeit of Rosa Barr 
Richard Goldfarb, for the yahrzeit of  
 Janie Goldfarb 
The Kipnis family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Janie Goldfarb 
Ellen and Steve Kaufman, for the yahrzeit of 
 Masha Shulman 
Sheila Aptaker, for the yahrzeit of Dora Eisner 
Arlene and Harvey Lieber, for the yahrzeit of  
 Mickey Marks 
 for the yahrzeit of Benjamin Kirschner 
 for the yahrzeit of Eugene Kirschner 
The Schwitz family, for the yahrzeit of 
 Molly Schwitz  
 for the yahrzeit of Arnold Bayer 
 for the yahrzeit of Tillie Bayer 
Emilie Herzberg, for the yahrzeit of  
 Samuel Zimmerman 
Don Falk, for the yahrzeit of Lillian Falk 
Robin, Stefanie and Jessica Koenig, for the yahrzeit  
 of Herbert Rosenberg 
Edward Herzberg, for the yahrzeit of  
 Hans Herzberg 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper, in memory of  
 Annette Katz, mother of Sharon Katzanek 
Bonnie, Jordan, Jared and Kerin Miller, for the 
 yahrzeit of Harry Stone 
Marcia and Ed Falk and family, for the yahrzeit  
 of Murray Falk 

General Fund cont’d 
Ellen and Neal Finkelstein, in memory of   
 Annette Katz 
Edna Coleman, for the yahrzeit of Esther Hassan 
Joann and Les Friedeman, for the yahrzeit of 
 Bert Friedeman 
Brian Burstein 
Gail, Jay, Matt, Shane and Alli Davis, for the 
 yahrzeit of Marvin Davis 
Marc Weintraub, for the yahrzeit of  
 Joele Weintraub 
Carol Zaitz, for the yahrzeit of Ethel Owens 
Arlyne Skowronek Weber, for the yahrzeit of 
 Roy P. Weber 
Ellen, Brian, Mike, Corey and Orin Block,  
 for  the yahrzeit of Oscar Feld 
 for the yahrzeit of George Block 
Susan Baron, for the yahrzeit of Sari Graber 
Lynn Reich, with thanks to Rabbi Weber for his 
 inspirational leadership 
Bonnie Miller and family, in memory of  
 Murray Moskowitz, father of Bonnie Sugarman 
 
Helena Project Fund 
The Heitt Family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Samuel Schulman 
Maurice Heitt, for the yahrzeit of Ruth Heidt 
Zalma and Bernie Gelber, for the yahrzeit of 
 Hilda Alpert 
 
Herzog Music Fund 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper, in honor of the Bat  
 Mitzvah of Jackie Baron 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper and family, for the 
 speedy recovery of Rabbi Weber 
 for the speedy recovery of  Lisa Kizel 
Sheryl, Geri, Linda, Jodi and Fern (the TRT  office 

staff), in memory of Gary Shangold 
Nadine, Joel, Lauren, Stephanie and Ryan Sherman,  
 for the yahrzeit of Oscar Feld 
Susan and Richard Blecker, for the yahrzeit of 
 Hilda Alpert 
 
Hirsch/Rosen Memorial Youth Fund 
Ellen and Neal Finkelstein and family, in honor 
 of the marriage of Venessa Sherman and 
 Brad Feldman 
 for the yahrzeit of Milton Trencher 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper and family, for the 
 yahrzeit of Milton Trencher 
 
            continued next page 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
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Mortgage Reduction Fund 
Gary Feinberg, in honor of TRT’s former president,  
 Brion Feinberg 
 
Prayer Book Fund 
Sandy and Richard Craig, for the yahrzeit of 
 Ruth Agress 
 for the yahrzeit of Gussie Schwalbe 
Judy and Irv Freilich, in memory of Charles Freilich 
 in memory of Sylvia Freilich 
 in memory of Irving Pines 
 in memory of Ruth Pines 
David Sorin, for the yahrzeit of Barbara Sorin 
Robin, Stefanie and Jessica Koenig, for the 
  yahrzeit of Herbert Rosenberg 
The Hoffman family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Stanley A. Hoffman 
Hedda Scheck, for the yahrzeit of Rosa Rosenthal 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Lynn and Jerry Sternberg, in honor of the brit  
 Hayyim of Willa Rose Sternberg, and in  
 appreciation of Rabbi Weber 
Wishing Rabbi Weber a speedy recovery: 
 Robbin Friedell 
 Lynn and Jerry Sternberg 
 Neal and Ellen Finkelstein and family 
 Bonnie and Carl Ryder 
 The Conway family 
Della and Jeff Cherchia, in honor of Jason Cherchia’s  
 passing the Bar Exam and swearing-in as a  
 lawyer 
Carol Shangold, in memory of Gary Shangold and in  
 appreciation of Rabbi Weber 
David and Linda Fermaglich, for the yahrzeit of  
 Max Fermaglich 
Ingrid and Tony DiFazio, for the yahrzeit of  
 Max Klein 
 for the yahrzeit of Elaine Klein 
Ron and Lucy Isaacson, for the yahrzeit of  
 Margot Landau Isaacson 
Bonnie and Carl Ryder, for the yahrzeit of  
 Joseph Grabelsky 
 for the yahrzeit of Yetta Grabelsky 
Judy and Marty Borell, for the yahrzeit of  
 Celia Goldapper 
Trudy and Herb Beeber, for the yahrzeit of  
 Evelyn Berkowitz 
Irv and Lisa Perlman, for the yahrzeit of  
 Jack Perlman 
Steve, Ellen and Adam Kaufman, and Liza Minihan,  
 for the yahrzeit of Leonard Kaufman 
Steven and Cathleen Karmiller and family, for the  
 yahrzeit of Rose Katz 
Joel Binkowitz, for the yahrzeit of Ronda Binkowitz 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund cont’d 
Lucy Isaacson, for the yahrzeit of Ben Wachter 
Bill Fireman, for the yahrzeit of Sheila Seider 
The Landesman family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Mary Jacobson 
David Sorin, for the yahrzeit of Steve Sorin 
Marge Stevens, for the yahrzeit of A. Leon Futterman 
Phyllis Solomon and family, for the yahrzeit of  
 David Solomon 
Lizabeth and Sandy Goldstein, for the yahrzeit of  
 Esta Goldstein 
Anthony DiFazio, for the yahrzeit of Natalie DiFazio 
Barbara Daniels, for the yahrzeit of Joseph Fireison 
 
Sisterhood Tribute Fund 
Ellie, Larry, Julie, Aaron and Sam Golden, in  
 memory of Murray Moskowitz 
Lynn and Jerry Sternberg, in memory of  
 Murray Moskowitz 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper and family, in memory of  
 Murray Moskowitz 
Ellen and Neal Finkelstein, in memory of  
 Murray Moskowitz 
 
Social Action Fund 
The Klug family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Hans Michael Rosenow 
Susan and Bernie Aaron, for the yahrzeit of 
  Ruth Kertman 
Joel Friedlander, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of  
 Jackie Baron 
The Blecker, Gelber and Kaplan families, with best  
 wishes for the speedy recovery of  
 Hillary Goldstein 
Anne, Matt, Leah and Aaron Jacobson, in memory of  
 Murray Moskowitz 
Geri, Mike, Jared and Dana Kaplan, for the yahrzeit  
 of Hilda Alpert 
Sheryl, Geri, Linda, Jodi and Fern (the TRT  office  
 staff ), for the speedy recovery of Rabbi Weber 
 
Temple Improvement and Beautification Fund 
Pamela Brisman, for the yahrzeit of Daniel Panconi 
Sheryl and Bruce Cooper and family, in honor of the 
  engagement of Carlee Fishkin and Rob Feinland 
Judy Borell, for the yahrzeit of Ethel Kargman 
 for the yahrzeit of Alex Kargman 
Richard Kaplin and family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Leon Kaplin 
Jeffrey Brisman, for the yahrzeit of Jerome Brisman 
 
Willner/Weinstein Educational Endowment Fund 
The Rosenstock family, for the yahrzeit of  
 Robert Singer 
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Willner/Weinstein Educational Endowment Fund cont’d
Shelley and Marc Willner, for the yahrzeit of Norman Willner 
 in memory of Mary Klein 
Susan and David Brown, and family, for the  yahrzeit 
 of Shirley Feinstein

A New Plaque On Our Tree Of Life Has Been Dedicated By: 
Sheila and Craig Harris, in honor of the marriage of Elissa Harris and Scott Sacket 

 

These names will be included in the list of yahrzeits on the Shabbat indicated. In addition, at our 

Friday evening service and Shabbat morning minyan, we will invite all those who wish to rise and say 

the name of the one(s) for whom they are saying Kaddish. 

  
DATE  DECEASED     REMEMBERED BY  

  
Shabbat Observance 2/6 - 2/7       

2/1   Bernard Gellerman       father of Reita Silver 
2/1   Tillie Sugarman       grandmother of Peter Sugarman 
2/1   Susan Warren        sister of Neal Perlman 
2/1   Allen Wien        father of Lawrence Wien 
2/2   Gertrude Blank *     mother of Ellen Zipkin 
2/2   Fred Zeltzer *      uncle of Ellen Levine 
2/3   Yetta Holzberg       grandmother of Mark Goldberg 
2/4   Fred Anker        brother of Arlene Mayer 
2/4   Margarita Marshak       mother of Kira Feldman 
2/4   Harriet Crain *      mother of Janet Crain-Klemons 
2/4   Leslie Levenstein *     mother of Henry Levenstein 
2/5   Fritz Lieber        father of Harvey Lieber 
2/5   Michael Silver       brother of Allan Silver 
2/6   Jack Bayer *      grandfather of Mark Schwitz 
2/7   Inez Goldstein       mother of Gregory Goldstein 

        
                   continued next page 

YAHRZEITS



Temple Rodeph Torah News                February/March 2015 
 

20 
 

 
Shabbat Observance 2/13 - 2/14       

2/8   Edward Rosenblum       father of Rachel Fleischman 
2/9   Alvin Weiner *      father of Craig Rubel 
2/9   Daniel Bauer        father of Carol Castro 
2/9   Mark Cardullo       friend of Robbin Friedell 
2/9   Abraham Kazin       grandfather of Alan Kazin 
2/10  Jennie Rosenhoch *     grandmother of Neal Finkelstein 
2/10   Stuart Roy Yammer *     husband of Audrey Yammer 
2/11   Goodwin Rosen *     father of Jeffrey Rosen 
2/11   Rose Friedman       mother of Ken Friedman 
2/11   Stanley Lituchy       uncle of Alyse Gleitman 
2/11   Rose Miller        mother of Jerome Miller 
2/11   Louis Singer        father of Wayne Singer 
2/12   Lena Kargman       grandmother of Judith Borell 
2/12   Claire Kaden *      mother of Randi Sorin 
2/14   Herbert Michaels       father of Lynn Michaels 

        
Shabbat Observance 2/20 - 2/21       

2/15   Abraham Berkowitz       father of Gertrude Beeber 
2/15   Elsbeth Lieber       mother of Harvey Lieber 
2/15  Isaac Onefater       father of Boris Onefater 
2/15   Ann Goldstein *     wife of Sanford Goldstein 
2/16   Solomon Fischer       father of Philip Fischer 
2/16   Edward Greenwald       stepfather of Beth Neugass 
2/17   Michelle Friedman *     daughter of Maureen Friedman ז"ל 
          niece of Enid Brown ז"ל 
        niece of David Brown 
2/17   Howard Sprechman *     brother of Harold Sprechman 
2/17   Stuart Kurnit        father of Jonathan Kurnit 
2/17   Leah Schoenholtz       aunt of Eric Schoenholtz 
2/18   Faye Margolies *     mother of Bernard Margolies, 
        grandmother of Alan Margolies 
2/18   Charles Garfield       grandfather of Saul Curtis 
2/18   Rose Lesser        mother of Barbara Falk, 
          grandmother of Susan Klass 
2/18   Seymour Lesser       father of Barbara Falk, 
             grandfather of Susan Klass 
2/18   Stanley Perlman       father of Neal Perlman 
2/19   Ruth Horn        grandmother of Karen Goldstein 
2/19   Andrea Peters        sister of Craig Porter 
2/20   Doris Friedel        grandmother of Robbin Friedell 
2/20   Walter Isaacson       father of Ronald Isaacson, 
              grandfather of Kenneth Isaacson 
2/20   Susan Barber *      wife of Barry Barber 
2/21   Rosalie Halpern *     mother of Brian and Lisa Halpern  
2/21  Roberta Kronstadt *     mother of Helene Cooper 
2/21   Florence Bauer       mother of Carol Castro 
2/21   Joseph Kizel        father of Irwin Kizel 
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 Shabbat Observance 2/27 - 2/28       
2/22   Gertrude Falk *     mother of Ruth Kaufman 
2/23   Eli Koppel *      father of Lior Koppel 
2/24   Ruth Bolender *     mother of Marlene Shapiro 
2/24   Alexander Berlin       father of Ilene Fireman 
2/24   Terry Bernstein       mother of Rhonda Goodman 
2/24   Avraham Maravent       grandfather of Miriam Koppel 
2/24   Ida Trencher        grandmother of Ellen Finkelstein  
        and Sheryl Cooper  
2/25   Bernard Blumenthal       brother of Morton Blumenthal 
2/25   Lester Just        father of Andrea Gold 
2/26   Gertrude Ball        great-aunt of Jeffrey Ball 
2/26   Beulah Adasko *     wife of Joseph Adasko 
            mother of Lee Adasko 
2/27   Herta Herzberg       mother of Edward Herzberg 
2/27   Frances Kazin        mother of Alan Kazin 
2/27   Meyer Sherman       father of Barbara Hirsch 
2/27   Gary Wachter        brother of Lucy Isaacson 
           uncle of Kenneth Isaacson 
2/28   William Craig        father of Richard Craig 
2/28   Herman Sills *      grandfather of Rabbi Don Weber 

        
Shabbat Observance 3/6 - 3/7       

3/1   Anna Siegel *      mother of Larry Siegel 
3/1   Arthur Neufeld       brother of Daniel Neufeld 
3/1   Sydney Parrish       uncle of Helene Kaplan 
3/1   Barbara Lieber *     wife of Harvey Lieber, 

mother of Alyssa Lieber and 
Jennifer Lieber, 

            member of Temple Rodeph Torah 
3/1   Kenneth Schwitz *     brother of Mark Schwitz 
3/1   Jack Solomon *     father of Sheila Harris 
3/3   Rose Brody        great-aunt of Susan Blecker and  
        Geri Kaplan  
3/3   Richard Lippman       father of Wendye Goldstein 
3/3   Claire Sternberg *     mother of Jerry Sternberg 
3/3   Paul Sternberg *     brother of Jerry Sternberg 
3/4   Nathan Rubel *      father of Craig Rubel 
3/4   Julius Shapiro *     father of Susan Ringel 
3/4   Irving Borshof       father of Joel Borshof 
3/4   Gertrude Fingerman       mother of Marsha Diamond 
3/4   Claire Grainer        mother of Mark Grainer 
3/4   Stanley Schwalbe       uncle of Sandra Craig 
3/4   Molly Tauchner       mother of Emilie Herzberg 
3/4   Arthur Braun *      father of Lenny Braun 
3/5   Sally Chamoff *     mother of Harvey Chamoff ז"ל 
3/5   Rita Kirschenbaum *     mother of Jack Kirschenbaum 
3/5   Richard Klein        friend of Ira Kaplan 
3/5   Seymour Marcus       father of Joan Ho 
3/5   Bunny Skran          mother of Dale Skran 
                      continued next page 
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3/5   George Hesslein *     father of Jackie Hesslein-Klug 
3/6   Morris Weissman *     father of Larry Weissman 
3/6   Fred Gandelman       father of Howard Gandelman 
3/7   Louis Shapiro        father of Sheryl Goldberg 

        
Shabbat Observance 3/13 - 3/14       

3/8   Edward Adler        grandfather of Paula Alves 
3/8   Mildred Falk        mother of Edward Falk 
3/8   Erna Kalberman       mother of Ilse Grunwald 
3/8   Leah Schoenholtz       sister of Michael Schoenholtz 
3/8   George Skowronek       husband of Arlyne Weber 
3/9   Philip Seegman *     father of Arlene Kapilow 
3/9   Samuel Skolnik       father of Robert Skolnik 
3/9   Seymour Smilowitz       father of Iris Misshula 
3/10   Helena Heitt *      wife of Maurice Heitt, 

mother of Ryan Heitt and Sean 
Heitt, 

           member of Temple Rodeph Torah 
3/11   Annette Beizer       aunt of Suzanne Beizer 
3/11   Anne Feurman       mother of Frances Szczesny 
3/11   Evelyn Schlem       mother of Stuart Schlem 
3/11   Scott Rafaloff *     nephew of Gary Rafaloff 
3/12   Clara Simon *      grandmother of Ellen Berrol ז"ל 
3/12   Larry Leifer        brother-in-law of Barry Barber 
3/12   Bessie Rothman       grandmother of Helene Kaplan 
3/12   Bernice Weinstein       mother of Stephen Weinstein 
3/12   Esther Aaron *      mother of Bernard Aaron 
3/13   Mildred Seegman *     mother of Arlene Kapilow 
3/13   Sidney Fine        stepfather of Laurie Karmel 
3/13   Jeffrey Heimberg       brother-in-law of Linda Fermaglich 
3/13   Marian Finkelstein *     sister of Neal Finkelstein 
3/13   Goldie Schleifstein *     mother of Joel Schleifstein 
3/14   Andy Amarosa       uncle of Loretta Shapiro 
3/14   Barbara Ringler       sister-in-law of Allen and Loretta 
        Shapiro 
3/14   Lawrence Galerstein *     father of Debra Salman 
3/14   Vivian Weiner *     mother of Louis Weiner 

        
Shabbat Observance 3/20 - 3/21       

3/15   Max Modeck *      father of Gail Ludlum 
3/15   Etta Sprechman *     mother of Harold Sprechman 
3/15   Wendy Curtis        sister-in-law of Saul Curtis 
3/16   Sadie Fine *      mother of Morton Fine 
3/16   George Gold *      father of Roberta Taffer 
3/16   Samuel Kugler *     father of Joel Kugler 
3/16   Benjamin Feigenberg       father of Janet Caruso 
3/16   Charles Feurman       father of Frances Szczesny 
3/16   Bernice Hammer       mother of Della Cherchia 
3/16   Lewis Waldman       brother-in-law of Alan Ginsberg 
3/17   Charles Connor *     father of Lauren Vandenabeele and  
        Meryl Spritzer 
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3/17   Martin Goldman       husband of Rochelle Goldman 
                             father of Michael Goldman 
3/19   Renee Aronson       mother of Brian Aronson 
3/19   Sarah Nagler        aunt of Lior Koppel 
3/19   Sarah Neckes        sister of Pearl Schoenholtz, 
           aunt of Eric Schoenholtz 
3/19   Max Aaron *      father of Bernard Aaron 
3/19   Ruth Block *      mother of Brian Block 
3/20   Daniel Ostfeld *     son of Barbara Ostfeld Hegyi 
3/20   Pepi Ghelfenstein       sister of Mina Paltin, 
                aunt of Josephine Paltin 
3/20   Abraham Kaplan       grandfather of Ellen Feinberg 
3/20   Elaine Landberg       aunt of Ellen Finkelstein and  
        Sheryl Cooper  
3/20   Minnie Reiter        grandmother of Sherry Kalmus 
3/20   Sidney Dorfman *     father of David Dorfman 
3/20   Louis Duboff *      father of Stacey Levy 
3/21   Stephen Friedland       brother of Lawrence Friedland 
3/21   Symek Kirstein       father of Andrea Wajngold 

        
Shabbat Observance 3/27 - 3/28       

3/23   Larry Cohen        father of Brena Resnick 
3/23   Erich Friedeman       father of Les Friedeman 
3/23   Bernard Derris *     father of Sandy Derris 
3/25   Marvin Goldstein *     husband of Hillary Goldstein, 
         father of Jeffrey Goldstein, 
        member of Temple Rodeph Torah 
3/24   Cheryl Diamond       sister of Bruce Diamond 
3/25   Sylvia Freilich *     mother of Irvin Freilich 
3/26   Anthony Napodano       brother-in-law of Loretta Shapiro 
3/26   Sara Stein        mother of Lisa Perlman 
3/27   Estrella Masson       aunt of Miriam Koppel 
3/28   Ida Kostrinsky *     grandmother of Ron Tornberg 

        
Shabbat Observance 4/3 - 4/4       

3/29   Dorothy Markowitz *     wife of Milton Markowitz 
3/29   Reuben Goldberg       father of Marvin Goldberg 
3/29   Sarah Marcus        grandmother of Elyse Langner 
3/29   Lucille Phillips       mother of Barbara Kurnit 
3/29   Max Wotman        family of Joel Binkowitz 
3/30   Charles Zanzalari       cousin of Pamela Brisman 
3/31   Gussie Peyser        grandmother of Brion Feinberg 
3/31   Barry Schoengood       father of Bonnie Russo 
3/31   Helen Goldstein *     mother of Larry Goldstein 
3/31   Sol Weber *      father of Rabbi Don Weber 

        
 

* Indicates the dedication of a plaque on our Memorial Wall. 
         

Jewish tradition suggests that we give tzedakah to honor the memory of our loved ones who have died. 
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TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of Western Monmouth 

P.O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746 
 

TEMPLE CONTRIBUTIONS FORM 
 

______BOLENDER LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT FUND, to develop, enhance and encourage Jewish  

leadership 

______CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Cantor for the benefit of the congregation* 

______COLLEGE OUTREACH FUND, funding for programs to maintain contact with our college students 
______FUND FOR THE CENTER FOR A JEWISH FUTURE, for the Jewish education of our children. 

______GENERAL FUND, allows us to use your gift where it is needed most 

______HELENA PROJECT FUND, to provide Shabbat meals for families in times of upset and difficulty 

______HERZOG MUSIC FUND, for the musical needs of the congregation 

______HIRSCH/ROSEN MEMORIAL YOUTH FUND, provides funding for youth programs 

______ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND, provides financial assistance for youth trips to Israel 

______LANDSCAPING FUND, for the purchase of trees, shrubs and flowers to beautify our property 

______LIBRARY FUND, for the purchase of books for our Library 

______MEN’S CLUB TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of the Men’s Club 

______MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND, dedicated completely to paying down the principal on our mortgage 

______PRAYER BOOK FUND, for the purchase of our new High Holiday prayer books.  (Any amount may be  

      donated to this fund, but a contribution of $54 or more is required to dedicate a set of High Holiday prayer books) 
______RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND, administered by the Rabbi for the benefit of the congregation* 

______SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND, to further the work of Sisterhood 

______SOCIAL ACTION FUND, to support the Committee’s work of “repairing the world” 

______TEMPLE FACILITIES FUND, for the construction and maintenance of our home 

______TEMPLE IMPROVEMENT and BEAUTIFICATION FUND, provides funds for improvements to the temple 

______WILLNER/WEINSTEIN EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT FUND, provides interest income for the  

  Religious School’s future  

***       TREE OF LIFE/MEMORIAL PLAQUES: To celebrate a special occasion by purchasing a leaf for the Tree of  

 Life, or to honor the memory of a loved one who has died, please call the temple office. A Dedication Form  

 will be sent to you. 

__________________________ 

* Make checks payable to TRT-Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund or TRT-Cantor’s Discretionary Fund; all other funds 

payable to Temple Rodeph Torah. To donate online, go to www.trt.org and click on Donate. 

 

This donation is being made: 

 

In MEMORY of:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

In HONOR of:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Donation made by: 

 

Name:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Acknowledgment to be sent to the following:  

 

Name:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Contributions of any amount are welcomed, but there is an $18 minimum for each acknowledgment you wish sent. 
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Please refer all questions to our temple office, 732-308-0055. 

TEMPLE RODEPH TORAH of Western Monmouth 

P. O. Box 125, Marlboro, NJ 07746 (Area Code 732) 

Office Telephone 308-0055   Religious School 308-3836 

web site: www.trt.org  email: office@trt.org 
 

 

Rabbi    Donald A. Weber  Office 409-1268 rebweb18@gmail.com 

       Home 972-2595 

Cantor    Joanna M. Alexander     308-2311 cantoralexander@trt.org  
                                   Home    312-286-3356 
Temple Administrator  Sheryl Cooper   308-0055 office@trt.org 

Educators   Rabbi Shira Stern   308-3836 rel.school@trt.org 

Barbara Klein   308-3836 hseducator@trt.org 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Tutor  Ruth Haim    252-8910 ruth.haim@yahoo.com 

 
President    Larry Rosen     917-572-3792    LRosen@LHRGB.com 
Vice-President   Mike Esquenazi   252-8753  mesquenazi@brickmanre.com 
Vice-President   Denise Swartz  332-9808  swartz4some@hotmail.com 
Vice-President   Juli Blumenthal  972-8404   jbmerc@aol.com 
Treasurer   Alan Margolies  536-3002  alanmargo@aol.com 
Financial Secretary   Matt Jacobson  536-7189  Matt_Jacobson@hotmail.com 
Recording Secretary    Bob Dollinger  252-8970  dollingerr@aol.com 
Past-President    Brion Feinberg   591-5814   brionf@trt.org 
  
ARZA     Marc Willner   536-4180   marcw18@aol.com 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Video   Ellie Golden   591-8791   LAgolden@aol.com 
Building & Grounds   Henry Levenstein  567-7799  hlev@optonline.net 
College Outreach   Marcia Borshof   972-1906   marlaza7@hotmail.com 
Education    Robyn Gandelman  683-1168   esgputer@optonline.net 
Service Requirements   Juli Blumenthal  972-8404  jbmerc@aol.com 
Finance     Mike Esquenazi   252-8753  mesquenazi@brickmanre.com 
Fundraising    Jodi Zukoff   591-1986   jozuko@yahoo.com 
Horaiynu    Barrie Cotter  970-9715  barriec@optonline.net 
Judaica Shop    Marcia Borshof   972-1906   marlaza7@hotmail.com 
Library     Heather Schleifstein  851-7124   HLM9@aol.com 
Men’s Club    Michael Klass  617-0477  msklass@optonline.net 
Newsletter Advertising   Iris Schleifstein   536-6117   i.schleifstein@gmail.com 
Newsletter        308-0055  trtnewsletter@gmail.com 
Sisterhood   Susan Dollinger   252-8970  suezq190@gmail.com 
Social Action    Andrea Kazin  946-3535  sumbodynnj@aol.com 
Technology    Harvey Lieber   677-3257   harvey.lieber@gmail.com 
Web Site Administrator   Neal Finkelstein   972-8624   webadmin@trt.org 
Women’s Spirituality Group  Suzie Beizer  933-1562   sbeizer@yahoo.com 
Worship    Robbin Friedell  462-1692  robbinalah@aol.com 
Youth     Howie Gandelman  683-1168   esgputer@optonline.net 
Youth Advisor - Chaverim  Sara Weissman  567-7175  sweissman@gmail.com 

       Jr. & Sr. RTSY           Shifra Malkin  908-642-6589  Shifra.Malkin@yahoo.com 
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imagine...write...create

C O L L E G E  C O N S U L T I N G  
S E R V I C E S  

Jodi Zukoff 
 

*College selection guidance  
* Application preparation 

 *Resume writing and review 
 * Essay review and editing  
*Financial Aid information 

732 995-0305 
jozuko@yahoo.com  
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MARTIN AND EDITH STEIN HOSPICE
at The Oscar and Ella Wilf Campus for Senior Living

49 Veronica Ave., Suite 206, Somerset, NJ 08873 • 732-227-1212
www.SteinHospiceNJ.org

Accredited by the National Institute for Jewish Hospice

•  Excellent Nurse to Patient Ratio
•   Home Health Aide Support for Family
•  Bereavement Support Monthly Meeting
•   Complementary Chicken Soup plus Harp 

 and Massage therapies

~ Jewish Hospice Care ~

MARK GRAINER, D.D.S., P.A.

100 Campus Drive, Suite 202
Morganville, New Jersey 07751
(732) 972-2300

A�er all, it's not just a house, it's your home.



349 Rt. 9 So. • Manalapan, N.J. 07726

732-536-8788
www.mmpmanalapan.com

DIGITAL PRINTING & MAILING SPECIALISTS

• Full Color Printing
• Color Copies
• Flyers

• Letterheads
• High Speed Copies
• Newsletters

• Brochures 
• Business Cards
• Typesetting & Design

• Envelopes 
• Postcards
• Labels

The Full Service Center For All Of Your Printing, Copying and Mailing Needs
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Cruise Holidays of Marlboro
is your one stop for all

PREFERRED TRAVEL PARTNER
FOR ALL THE TOP CRUISE LINES, HOTELS AND TOUR COMPANIES.

your travel needs!

Helene & Ira Kaplan
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1988

“When Personal Service Is As Important As Price”
Cruise In Call Up Click On

191 Route 9 South
Between Rt. 520 & Union Hill Road

732.972.2444
800.284.2784

Open 24/7 on the web
www.cruiseholidaysnj.com

of Marlboro

All-Inclusives, Hotels
Customized and Organized Land Tours

Over 26 years of experience
We bring you the same level of 5 star service

no matter if you book a vacation for land or sea.

Cruise and Cruise Tour Professionals

and personalized attention you have enjoyed,




